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PREFACE, 



The vast extent and* growing importance of 
the British possessions in the East, may fur- 
nish an apology for any contribution, how- 
ever, small, having a tendency to &cilitate the 
intercourse betwizt them and the mother- 
country : while the general amily now happi- 
ly prevailing, both amongst: the European 
andAsiatic.powers, may be regarded as afford- 
ing an inducement to travellers to follow the 
overland route such as has not perhaps ex- 
isted.at any former period ; more ei^)ecially, 
when it is added, that the English chacacter 
never commanded such universal, respect 
among other nations as it has done since the 
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VI PRErACE. 

glorious termination of the great struggle in 
1815. 

To such travellers as may desire to follow 
the route pursued by the Author, the follow- 
ing narrative will be found not without its 
use. Having devoted his Hfe to his profes- 
sional duties, he cannot b^ supposed to have 
cultivated the graon of compoaitito t The 
details now oflfeeed to the public wiU^ there<- 
fore^ he truMte» be received with some indul* 
gence. They frejos written firom day to day, 
in the Gouzsfe of the Journey, and often under 
ve|7 disadvantageous circumstances ; so that 
their only leconimendation must arise firom 
the truth and fidelity with which .they have 
been framed^ 

It so Jia^qpeued that^ vfhen the Author was 
pt^padng £tdB little Work for the press, cer- 
tain oocurrenoes tp^ place in the <)orps to 
which he belongs^ in consequence whereof 



PREFACE, VII 

he found it expedient to return to Sengal 
sooner than he had intended, and thus he 
was led to commit the charge and superin- 
tendence of the publication to a friend. 

In order that the Work may be rendered 
as use&l as possible to fiiture traveUers, it is 
accompanoad with a Map of the whole route, 
and an Itinerary exhibiting the yarious 
stages, their distances from eadht other, the 
dotninions within which they are situated, 
and the respective dates of their having been 
visited by the Author. 



JOURNEY 



FROM 



INDIA TO BRITAIN. 



A STRONG desire to revisit my native country, af- 
ter I had served eleven years in India, indaced 
me to apply for permission to return to Europe, 
which J was fortunate enough to obtain.. Having 
accordingly made the necessiory arrangements, I 
left Merut, accompanied by Lieut. A. Cameron 
of the Bengal horse-artillery, on Sunday the 3d of 
October 1819, at half-past two o'clock in the 
morning, when the moon shone forth in all her 
splendour, thus affi)rding an auspicious commence- 
ment to a journey, which it was impossible to 
contemplate with feelings altogether exempt from 
anxiety « 
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2 JOURNEY FROM INDIA TO BRITAIN. 

Merut is a large military cantonment, within 
a mile of an old city of that name, situated in the 
province of the Doab, in lat. 29* SO" and long. 
77* 33". It is nearly equidistant between the rivers 
Ganges and Jumna. 

We travelled the first ten miles in a buggy, to 
the village of Mow, where we had horses waiting 
our arrival ; thence we rode to the village of Shaje- 
hanpoor, nine miles nearer the Ganges, and encamp* 
ed under the shade of some beautiful mango trees. 
Shajehanpoor is a place of no note. It has, like 
most of the villages in this part of India, the re- 
mains of a small mud fort in its vicinity. * But the 
people being no longer subject to the predatory in- 
cursions of their neighbours, all the defences of the 
towns are neglected, and suffered to decay. 

Here we were joined by Col. G. Penniiigton, 
Capt. JBoileau, and Lieut. Sotoult, all of the horse- 
artillery. 

Mmdocy^ 4^Jl.—*At half-past 4 o'clock, A. M. our 
party proceeded towards Gurmuctezur on horse- 
bade J and^m the road we were joined by Jieute- 
«ant William Geddes of jthe horse-artillery. 

The morning bang cool, we had a very agreeable 
ride j and a sm^jt gallop, afber day-bi!eak» aoon 
brought us in sight of tiie ipi|^ty Ganges, do(wn 
the stream of which I was to proceed in prx^gress 
to my native land. When we arrived at the 



banks of this majestic river, about ten miks from 
Shajehanpoor, each of us weut to see the boat \rhich, 
his servants had prepared for his accommodatioo« 
Mine was small, (called a Ptdwar,) not afibrdiog 
much convenience, but amply sufficient for a maQ 
not difficult to please. It was about twenty toM 
burthen, and considered as a safe description of ri^- 
ver boat, but more commonly used for carrying 
goods andbaggage,-~as it would be almost impossi* 
ble for a European to exist in such a vessel, except 
during this mild season of the year. With respect 
to its form and dimensiom^ I may observe, that this 
vessel was sharp fore and afl, about forty feet ia 
length, and ten in breadth at the broadest patt. 
My cabin was nearly fourteen feet by ten, with a 
roof much resembling that of an English waggon. 
The crew consisted of a mangee (master,) and eight 
dandees (rowers.) I agreed to pay a sum equal 
to about £Qi, 15s. English money, for the use of 
the boat to Calcutta, the distance being about 1200 
miles. 

Our party breakfasted with Captain Whish, of 
the horse-artillery, and his lady, whom we joined 
here on their way to Calcutta, and we dined with 
Captain Boileau, at whose hospitable board we re- 
mained until nine o'clock in the evemng, D^hea 
we bade him and Lieutenant Geddes farewell, as 
th€iy were to return to Merut next day. 

b2 



4 , JOURNEY FROM INDIA TO BRITAIN. 

Tvesday^ Sth.^-'We got under weigh at five o'clock 
A. M. and went along with the current at a fine 
rate ; but during the day we were frequently driven 
with much violence against sand-banks, when the 
shock was very severe ; and at eight o'clock P. M. 
after making great exertions to reach Ramghaut, 
we came to, for the night, a little above that place. 
Wednesday, 6/'A.-i-Lieutenant Cameron proceed- 
ed in my boat as far as Futty-Ghur. This morning 
we got under weigh at day-break, and moored in 
less than an hour opposite to Ramghaut, a small 
town on the banks of the river. Here I had the 
happiness of meeting a relative of my own, Mr. H. 
Gordon, an officer in the Bengal cavalry, who had 
arrived the preceding day. After I had spent 
some hours with him, we cast off again at three 
P. M. We were unfortunate this afternoon, hav- 
ing been banged up against a sand-bank, with a 
terrible shock, from which predicament it required 
two hours hard labour of every man on board to 
extricate us. — We moored our bark soon after, for 
the night. 

Thursday, Jth.-^We moved off at an early 
hour, and got on very well, without any thing re- 
markable occurring during the day; — ^moored at 
dusk about 50 miles above Futty-Ghur. 
• Friday, Sth. — Having continued our voyage pros- 
perously, until within a couple of miles of the can- 



FUTTY-6HU9. g 

tontnent pf Futty-Ghur, we struck upon a dboal 
of sand in the middle of the Ganges. AU attempts 
to. get the boat off proving fruitless^ it became 
dark, and we had recourse to that heavenly virtue, 
patience ;-^dined, and took a night's rest. 

Saturday, dth.-^This morning we arrived at the 
station of Futty-Ghur, and came to under Coloneji 
.Clements frown's house at sunrise. I was most 
kindly received and hospitably entertained by th^ 
Colonel J and Lieutenant Cameron went to live 
ivith a friend of his own. 

Monday f llth. — We left Fijtty-Ghur at an early 
hour; our sail beiqg hoisted fo^ the first time, and 
a fine cool we3terly wind assisting us during a 
great p^rt pf the 4^y ; passed the conflux of the 
J^amgunga and Ganges on the left, and CanogCf 
the ancient capital of Hindostan, on the rights 
The waters of the Ganges are now at a consider- 
able distance from this city. V^e caipe to, soon 
after sunset, near an indigo manufactory at Mindy- 
Ghaut ; and as Colonel Pennington's bpat was also 
moored there, I went on board to dinner, and 
spent a very pleasant evening with my old com* 
manding officer. The colonel procured at Futty- 
Ghur a budgerow, which is the description of boat 
generally used by gentlemen performing voyages 
on the Ganges, and affords excellent accommoda- 
tion, having a good dining-room and b^d-room^ 

bS 



6 JOURNEY rtOM INDIA TO BRITAIN. 

wcB fitted up, with a flat roof over all, and win- 
dows wHh blinds on both sides. The crew of such 
a vessel may atnount to fifteen men or tncM-e, ac- 
cording to the nninber of oars. 

Tuesde^t 12/A.— We cast off at an early hour, 
and got on expeditiously ; passed Betoor, a town 
on the right bank of the Ganges, at one o'clock. 

At Betoor there are a great many Hindoo tem- 
pies, to which Brahmins resort for their devotions ; 
and, at its numerous ghauts, many are seen pu- 
rifying themselves in the sacred waters of the 
Ganges. Ghauts, or landing places, have flights of 
steps, which give the people easy access to the 
stream j and it is considered highly meritorious, if 
not an act of piety, for a wealthy man to build a 
ghaut; indeed, in so warm a climate, frequent 
ablutions are necessary for the health and comfort 
of the people. 

Betoor is now the residence of Badjee Rao, the 
ex-Peshwa, who, but a few months ago, was a 
prince, having a vast extent of territory, and an 
army at his command. His temerity in combining 
with the Rajah of Berar, and other chiefs, (of 
whom Dowlut Rao Scindea was supposed to be the 
head,) against the British government, has, in a 
short period, reduced him to the situation of a 
mere pensioner of the British, by whom he was 
raised to the Musnud. Such a return for benefits 
conferred is not thought at all extraordinary in a 



Makarattaj Smt tbejr are pdroverbially tbie WMl 
f^ithlras race in Asia. Had Badjee Rao beea con* 
quered by an Eastern chief iike^hiinself, be would 
have lost his head, or at least his eye(s^ and been 
immured in a dungeon for life ; but the truly no-i 
ble Marquis of Hastings^ and bis eiiligbte«ed and 
mild government, have granted him a pension of 
about eight lacks of rupees, or L.100>0pQ per an- 
num* 

I arrived at the bowse of my friends M^sam* 
Maxwell and Burnett, at Cawnpoor, at four o^clock, 
P*M. These gentlemen are in the mercantile line. 
The former had gone to Calcutta ; but I met with 
the kindest reception from the latter, whom I ac- 
icompanied to the mess of His Majesty's 87th Re^ 
giment to dinner in the evening. We met a large 
party at dinner, and among others, the officers of 
a wing of the IJth Light Dragoons, who had ar* 
rived at this station from Europe two days before. 

Wednesday, IStih. — I devoted the greater part of 
4bis day to calling on my friends. 

Cawnpoor is a large military and civil station, 
extending upwards of ibur miles alcmg the banks 
of the river. It is one of the oldest positions of 
our troops in the Upper Provinces, but has little to 
recommeml it in any point of view, being inter- 
sected by many ravines, aqd the different barracks 



S JOURNEY FROM INDIA TO BRITAIN. 

built without plan or arrangement,— some regir 
ments having their front, and others* their rear, tOr 
wards the Ganges. 

Thursdcmf, 14A.— I dined with Colonel G. Mat 
son, C. B. ^nd met all the artillery officers quartered 
here. Colonel Mason comdiands the whole of the 
artillery in the Upper Provinces, 

Fridojf^ IS/A.— I spent the greater part of this 
day at home, and attended the Cawnpoor assemr 
bly rooms after dinner, where we met all the beau- 
ty and fashion at the station. The rooms are. exr 
ceedingly good ; and the ball and supper were well 
arranged. 

Saturday, l6th. — Having obtained.permission to 
visit LuckuQw from Mr. Moncton, the Resident at 
that court, I crossed the Ganges before five o'clocl^ 
P. M* and proceeded to Lucknow in my palanquin. 
When a gentleman wishes to travel any distance in 
his palanquin, eight or ten men are stationed at 
the difi*^ent stages, and at night they are accom- 
panied by two torch^bearers. Four men carry tlie 
palanquin at a time } and, if at all accustomed to 
this mode of travelling, a person may sleep pretty 
comfortably. 

Sunday 17/A.— I arrived at the LucknQw Resi- 
dency at half-past nine o'clock, A.M.— Distance 
irom Cawnpoor about 60 miles. J was most po- 
litely received by Captain Raper, first assistant to 
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the Resident, to Vfham I brou^t letters of intro- 
duction from Captain Battifie and Colond Steven- 
son } and I accompanied this gelttleiiian to pay 9 
visit to the Resident after breaie^t In the after- 
noon I went to see part of the stud of his Majesty 
the King of Oude, (a new title assumed by the 
Nabob of Xucknow.) 

The stable was very spacious, but the horses 
were not remarkably superior. Indeed the guide 
told qie that the finest horses were to be seen in 
another quarter. I went through the new part of 
the city, to see the house which was built by. the 
late General Claude Martin, and called Qmstantia. 
The streets iri this part of the city are regular and 
handsome. After passing through an elegant gate- 
way, I entered the Chine ke Bazar, or Chinese 
market place, which is of considerable length, with 
neat ranges of shops on each side, all of the same 
height, and having piazzas along their whole front. 

At the other extremity of this bazar, there is a 
gateway, to correspond with the one above men- 
tioned, and his Majesty's sepoys are on duty at 
both. After passing the bazar, a street is conti- 
nued on as far as his Majesty's grand stables, which 
are unroofed at present. They are on a very 
good plan, and calculated to contain a vast number 
of horses. They form the figure of a cross, so that 
standing in the centre, where the ranges of the 
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building intersect each other^ a person majr see the 
horses in any of the arms of the cross. This boild-* 
ing has a large space in the centre, stables on each 
side for the horses, and beyond them, on both sides, 
piazisas, to shelter the horses completdy from sun 
and rain. 

General Martin's house, Constaniia, is^ I think, 
one of the most extraordinary edifices that ever 
was built, and such as none but a Frenchman, who 
had been many years in India^ and had acquired 
a taste for the Hindostanee style, could^ever have 
thought of building. It is said to have cost 
L. 150,000 Sterling. Its shape I cannot exactly 
define ; and it would be rather a difiicult matter 
to convey any adequate idea of the place altoge- 
ther without a plan or drawings. Some of the 
rooms are handsome, and the walls and ceilings 
covered with a profusion of ornaments. The piaz- 
zas of the lower floor are laid with marble, and de- 
corated with many statues and medallions. 

The exterior of the building is covered with 
figures of lions, and of men and women of all 
nations, in a great variety of attitudes. The 
whole is surmounted by a kind of crown, with a 
flag-staff on the top of it. From the stafi" you have 
a fine view of part of Lucknow, his Majesty's 
palaces, and of the winding river Goomty, running 
through a well wooded and fertile country. There 



ifi flot ^ fiecB of wood in tb« whole building ctf" 
Constatttia. The r<x^g cooslMs of domes and 
BX^bes i and« were they less gaud j, the interior de* 
ccNsttons of BOttieofthe fortner are ^articularlj 
rich and beauttflil. In a vault under the house. 
we were shown the tomb of General Martia, with 
an inscription on a marble slab» in nearly the fe^ 
lowing terms : 

*' Here lie the remains of Major-General Claude 
Martin, who was bom at Lyons in 17S3, arrived 
in India a private soldier, and died at Lucknow in 
the year 1800 ; 

" PRAY FOR HIS SOUL !'* 

At the head of the tomb there is a bust of* the ge- 
neral i and, at the corners, figures of sepoys as large 
as life, and in full uniform; with their arms re- 
versed. 

General Martin is said to have been a man of 
great genius, and very charitable. He lefl J0,000 
rupees, (L«6000,)the interest of which was directed 
te be distributed daily among the poor of Luck- 
now i the same sum, for the like purpose/ to his na- 
tive city, Lyons; and also the same to St John's 
church, Calcutta. 

How far the will of the General has been 
complied with, I know not; but I have heard 
that it was. directed by this deed that Comtan- 
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tia should remain in the state in which he . left 
it, for the accomin<>dation of those who might feel 
disposed to spend a few days there ; that the house 
was then well furnished, with many paintings, 
printg, &c. Now, with the exception of the por- 
trait of the General, and the ornaments to which 
I have adyerted, there is nothing left but the wallfL 

The words " Labore et Const^ntia,'* are in- 
scribed in large letters on the eastern face of the 
building. To the west of Constantia there is a fine 
garden ; and on the east side a piece of water, 
fi-om the centre of which a column of considerable 
height is erected. 

This singular place deserves an abler descrip- 
tion. I can only detail what I remarked on a hasty 
glance. 

Monday^ ISth, — I mounted my elephant at day- 
break, and visited the Emaumbarrah, Dowlut 
Khauna, and the Palace of Barone, or Mossa 
Baug. I do not- think much of either of the forr 
mer, after having seen the buildings of the impe- 
rial cities of Agra and Delhi. Generally speak- 
ing, all the public buildings here, such as gateways, 
musjeeds, &c. are built of brick and mortar, which 
are paltry materials in the eyes of one who has vi- 
sited, in the cities to which I have now alluded, 
the ihore costly and magnificent structures of the 
Moguls, consisting either qf red stone or marble. 
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Barone is a pretty country-seat of his Majesty, 
the king of Oude, and about four miles distant 
from the British Residency. It is built much in 
the Enjglish style, and is very commodious. It 
contains some good prints and mirrors, and seve- 
ral curious clocks. In the evening I visited ano- 
ther beautiful country house of his Majeity^ and 
dined with the Resident. An hour after sun-set^ 
or from half-past six to eight o'clock,* is the usual 
time of dinner on this side of India. 

Tuesday^ IQth.^^l went to breakfast at the Re- 
sidency ; and, a few minutes before eight o'clock, 
the King of Oude arrived, accompanied by his 
son and heir-apparent, his Royal Highness Im- 
tia^ud Dowlah, and likewise by many chieft of 
the court and relations of the family. The 
king is rather a good looking man^ handsomely 
dressed, and his manners are certainly dignified. 
He breakfasted, and, after smoking his hookah a 
short time, withdrew, accompanied by his suite. 
He was saluted both on his arrival and departure 
by an officer's guard of British sepoys, and came in 
a handsome coach, drawn ^ by four fine grey horses^ 
and escorted by a party of his own body« guard, 
well mounted. 

After breakfast I visited the palaces of Khoior- 
shed Munzil and Mobarick Munzii, which are both 
handsome highly finished houses. Thence I went 
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to tlie inenagerie» which contains a toleraUe col- 
lection of Asiatic beasts and birds. 

The natives of this country are fond of keeping 
petSf and of cock'%hting and quail-%hting. They 
will sit up fighting their cocks and gamblipg aU 
night ; — and they have two other favourite amuse* 
mentSy particularly in large towns, which would 
be coBsidered extremely childish in any other 
country, viz. flying kites and pigeons. He who 
can cut his neighbour's kite string, by allowing his 
own to cross it, and then pulling to and fitx, is- 
considered an adept. Nothing is more comoMfn 
than to see an old man on the flat rocrf' of a house, 
armed with a long bamboo, having a piece of scar* 
let cloth sA the pokit c£ it, which he waves around 
his head, white he shouts and whistles to the flock 
of pigeons flying in a circle around hi^a, though 
sometimes at a consid^rabie distance ; and if they 
are joined by a neighbour's stray pigeon in their 
fiiglM:, so much the better. 

Wednesdcuf, QOih. — I spent this day most agree- 
ably at the cantonment of the British subsidiary 
iS^rce, with my friend Lieutensdott Dennis of the 
arttUery. Hie troops are cantoned dhoixt four miles 
and a half from Lucknow. The general plan -of a 
eantonment, on this^ide of India, is to have a good 
fiece of ground for the exercise of the troops in 
firoi^t, with a line of amali buildings for depositing 



the arms in the rear. Next to. ttiese are the huts 
of the sepoys ; and in their rear the bujagghiW:S 
af tbeoffic8rs» which are built in the cottage 6tyle, 
venf weii adiqAed fi>r the clraitt^, and each having 
a f^ardea around it, with a rmge of ^uiboffio^, 
4SCHi8iiting of a kitchen, etftUe9> and se^v^tifts 
houses* 

Thwr^dagf^ ^IsL^l visited the kjng'sistud atlhe 
opposite aide of the river Opomty^ and fouod ik a 
very £i» one, consistii^ of about 126 high bred 
horses» in a fiae aqjuace of stables. On leavui^ these 
stebleB^ the king happened to pass, and I made him 
a salaam, (or obeisance) which he politely returned. 
The King of DeUu, (or as he is called in Europe 
the Great Mogul,) nearer condtesQepds to acknow- 
led^ auch coBiplimeoks. 

Having left the stables, I went to see the pa- 
laces of Dhilaiam and Fufireed 3aksh* In the lat- 
ter I saw the throne on wbich the king was crown- 
ed a few days ago. It was placed in an immense 
liall, radsed a few feet from the floor, and covered 
with scarlet doth and crimson velvet, richly em- 
hraiderod, a»d decked with jewels of all descrip- 
tions, in short it is a very splendid and costly 
:paece of finrniture. « . 

From this, hall you have a view of the interior 
qf*the palace gardra, which is vexy pretty, having 
«a fitte sheet of waiter tbrQPgh the centre;^ with foun- 
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tains, beautiful walks, flower borders, and nmtiy 
statues. 

This, and indeed sAl the palaces of Lucknow, 
are kept in better order, and furnished in a more 
princely style, than those of the King of Delhi, 
whose poverty prevents his being able to make any 
great show ; for although, I believe, he receives a 
sum not less than about L. 15,000 monthly, for 
the maintenance of his family, and support of bis 
dignity, his family and dependants are so numerous 
as to be a very heavy drain upon his finances. 

Opposite the palace of Furreed Baksh, the Kii^ 
of Oude's boats are moored. Some of them are 
large and magnificently furnished; but they are 
only intended for show, as the Goomty is a paltry 
and narrow stream, with hardly water enough to 
float them. 

In my ramble this morning I saw the elephant 
carriages of his majesty — strange looking machines 
'-^and, though handsomely finished, only fit for a 
display in a procession, where one of them is drawn 
by four elephants, and another by two of these 
noble animals. Near to the carriages I saw seven 
animals of the rhinoceros kind. This is a very ugly 
beast, smaller than the elephant, with a little horn 
on the nose, and the skin in folds. 

It may be remarked, as creditable to the keep- 
ers of the various places I went to see, that none of 
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them asked for any present} and I could not help 
thinfciBg bow difi^rent must be the feelings of i 
foreigner who visits what is deserving of notice in 
London, where he must satisfy a rapacious fellow 
at every door he enters. 

I gave a present of a few rupees to one of the 
king's servants who accompanied me every where ; 
and I leil; Lucknow at six o'clock, P. M. much 
pleased with the polite attention I had met with. 

Friday J 22d. — I arrived at Cawnpoor at seven 
o'clock. A, M. having slept pretty comfortably in 
my palanquin the greater part of the way. 

Saturday, 23d. — I had this day the pleasure of 
being introduced to the Hon. Lieutenant John 
Law of the 11th Light Dragoons, (the brother of 
Lord EUenborough,) who was about to return 
to Europe j and we agreed to proceed together 
by one of the overland routes. Every one, who 
has the happiness to know this gentleman, will 
readily agree with me in opinion, that his ac- 
quaintance is a most valuable acquisition. 
• Sunday, Mth — I found that I had cause to con* 
gratulate myself on my safe arrival here from 
Lucknow, as a gentleman who attempted to follow 
my example last night was robbed j the bearers 
who were carrying his palanquin ran off, and he 
was obliged to return to that city. 

Monday y ^fh. — I sailed from Cawnpoor at day. 
c 
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break ; met the last division of his Majesty^s 11th 
Light Dragoons at Surajepoor on their way to 
C^wnpoor^ and I moored at night a few mile$ 
above Dalmow^ 

Tuesday^ 26fA.— ^We brought up for the night a 
little above Currah* 

Wednesday, 9^th. — ^We dropped down the river; 
^d reached Allahabad at sunset^ where I eKperi- 
enced a most kind reception from Captain and Mrs* 
M'Quhae, with whom I remained for some days, 
perhaps a brief sketch of the history of this cele- 
brated place may not be unacceptable to my 
reader. 

At the confluence of the Ganges and Jumn^ 
stands the fortress of Allahabad, which was erect- 
ed by the Emperor Acbar in the year 1581, when 
he was on his way to suppress a rebellion. Xhe 
foft is built of a red stone, found in the hills near 
Chunar \ the faces on the rivers have undergone 
a few alterations by the construction of bastions, 
&c. ; but the land side has been entirely new for« 
tified, agreeably to the European system of fbrti^ 
luxation, since it was taken possession of by the 
British. Within the fort is the palace of the em- 
perors, which is extensive, and makes good quar^ 
ters for the commandant and other staff-officers of 
the garrison. There is also a handsome range of 
barracks for the accommodation of the other offi- 



cers oa duty in the fort This fort is kept in re- 
markably neat order, and contains a large maga- 
zine of military stores* 

Seven state prisoners are now confined Iiere ; 
Nagoo Fundit, the Dewan of the £x-Rajah of 
Berar, b^ng the principal person ; but tiiey were 
all Sirdars (chiefs) of some consequence, and are 
supposed to have been the main advisers of that 
prince, whose treachery in breaking the bond of 
alliance .with the British government in the year 
1817, has reduced him to the miserable situation 
of a mere wanderer on the face of the earth, with- 
out treasure, and of course (as is invariably the 
case in Hindostan) without followers. 

Allahabad is a place of great sanctity, to which 
vast numbers of pilgrims resort annually from all 
parts of India, in order to perform their ablutions. 
The gres^est concourse is from the 13th of January 
to the lOth of February, when it is esteemed high- 
ly meritorious for a devotee to drown himself at 
the conflux of the rivers. He is thps supposed to 
have taken the surest road to heaven. 

The point of land, at which the streams of 
the Gang^ and Jumna meet, can only be ap« 
preached by land from the Ganges side of the 
fart} and here a trifling duty is eKacted by the 
government from every pilgrim, the first time he 

visits the sacred stream in the bathing season^ 

c2 
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Having arrived at Allahabad on Wednesday the 
27th of Oct(4>er, I remained there until the follow** 
ing Monday. 

NavembeTf Monday l£t~-Accompanied by Mr. 
Thomas Shaw of the civil service, I left Allahabad 
this morning, and we got down as far as Taila ia 
the evening, being about 50 miles below that 
plaoe. 

Tuesdaj/j 2d. — Continuing our progress we ar^ 
rived at Mirzapoor at sunset. 

Mirzapoor is a large town, and a great mart for 
cotton. The banks of the river have been hereto- 
fore uninteresting, as they have hardly presented 
^ny natural scenery deserving of notice j here they 
are more to be admired, having some hills, and a 
highly cultivated, well wooded country on both 
sides. The house of Mr. Bathurst, the collector 
of government customs, is an elegant mansion, in 
the midst of pleasure grounds, laid out with great 
taste. 

Saturday y Qik. — I left Mirzapoor early, and pass- 
ed the hill fort of Chunar about noon, when I ob- 
served a telegraph working on the highest point 
of the fort, which is one of a chain lately establishr 
pd from Fort William to this place. 

About four o'clock, P. M. 1 met a large pinnace 
having one of the Peishwa's ministers on board, 
who$e name was Trimbukjee Dainglia. He was 
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going to be confined as a state prisoner in the fort 
of Cbunar. Trimbukjee Daioglia is the. villaia 
who, on the night of the 14th July, 1815, decoyed 
Gungadhur Sastree, the prime minister of the Gyk«> 
war state,^ to a temple at Punderpoor, under the 
cloak of devotion, and in the neighbourhood of it 
caused the unsuspecting minister to be murdered 
in cool blood; 

I moored a little above Ramnagbur, the resi* 
dence of the Rajah of Benares. 

Sunday^ ^th. — I reached Benares soon after day** 
break, and went immediately to Secrole, which is 
a military cantonment, at some distance from tiie 
eity, where I spent an agreeable day with Captain 
Biddulph of the artillery regiment; In the even- 
ing we went to see the tomb of the late Mr. Cher^- 
ry, who was murdered by Vizier Ally and his fol- 
lowers^ It is remarkable that this monument has 
no inscription upon it, save the name of the archi« 
tect, the late Colonel Humphreys of the Bengal 
engineers. It appears to me to do him credit, b&* 
ing a well proportioned obelisk, of a considerable 
height, on a handsome basement, all of the red 
stone from Chunar. Why the bloody tragedy, in 
which the unfortunate Mr. Cherry fell, has not 
been recorded on his tomb» I know npt, but deem 
it a strange omission. He was murdered in his 
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own house, in the performance of his duty as a 
public functionary of the Bengal government. 

Benares is supposed to contain about 400,000 
souls. It is considered as a holy city, and the 
most learned Brahmins reside within it. To this 
place pilgrimages are made by thousands of the 
higher casts of Hindoos from all parts of India. 
The view of the city from the river is very fine, as 
the eye grasps so many temples, ghauts, minarets, 
&c. 

Monday J 8th. — Being anxious to get soon to Cal- 
cutta, and Mr. Shawns budjerow not being calcu- 
lated to sail so fast as my small boat, I took leave 
of him, and pushed on ; but the wind was so di- 
rectly against me, th&t I was obliged to come to at 
night, several miles above Gazypoor. 

Tuesday, 9/*.— -Wind still adverse, being from 
the east, I stopt a short time at Gazypoor, and 
got within a few miles of Buxar in the evening. 

Wednesday, IWA.— -A strong easterly wind pre- 
vented the utmost exertions of my crew at their 
oars from making much way, and I was obliged to 
moor. In the afternoon, the wind having abated, 
we worked down a few miles below Buxar. 

At this place Sir Hector Munro gained a memor- 
able victory over the Nabob Suja Dowlah in I764. 

In the /Course of this day a great number of 
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large^ized boats {mased ttp the riveri mmy of 
them perhaps upwards of 3S tons burthen. More 
than 300 of all si^es passed u& In answer to 9ome 
questions I put to the Manjee (master) of my bo^ty 
relative to the navigation of the Ganges, be assur- 
ed me that the number of boats on the river had 
very much increased within the last few years. 

I had now got about half way to Calcutta. 

Thursday^ Wth. — A cloudy morning, with rain^ 
wind changeable, and light I reached a place 
four miles below the junction of the Dewah and 
Ganges. 

Friday^ 12<&.*-^A heavy fall of rain, and strong 
easterly wind, prevented our moving until noon, 
when, by dint of great exertion, we advanced a 
couple of miles^ and were then obliged to moor for 
the day. As my boat wajEi ill adapted for such 
weather, this proved one of the most unpleasant 
days I ever spent in India, and my servants were 
even more annoyed than myself. 

Saturday^ 13th. — Drizzling rain all last n^t. 
We got under weigh soon after seven A.M. and 
had rowed but a few miles, when the easterly wind 
freshened so much, that, notwithstanding the 
strong current in our favour, we were unable to 
get forward. The river was this morning covered 
with boats, as far as the eye could reach. After 
remaiining about two hours, we again tried the 
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Strength of the crarrent against the wind, without 
touching an oar, and in this way we drifted down 
about four miles^ when, at four o'ck)ck, P.M. the 
wind ceased, and before night we got a little be- 
low where the Soane joins the Ganges. 

Sunday^ 14<A«-*-Passing the military cantonments 
of Dinapoor, we reached the civil station of Ban* 
keypoor, close to the city of Fatna, at nine o'clock, 
A.M. My boat was moored, and I landed; 
there were several other boats near, and some 
men were washing clothes at the place. I had 
not walked twenty yards when I beheld a sight,, 
which, although, I am sorry to say, common 
on the banks of the Granges^ is most disgust* 
ing to a man of any feeling, and shews, in the 
strongest point of view, the barbarous state of the 
natives of this country : A number of dogs, vul- 
tures, and crows, were collected round a human 
body, the flesh of which they were tesuring from the 
bones, and, when I saw it, they had nearly devour- 
ed the legs i but such is the apathy of the Asiatic, 
that he will cook his dinner, wash his clothes, sing 
and beat time with a tom-tom, (drum,) with such an 
object close to him^ revolting as it is to human na- 
ture, without once giving it a thought* If you ask 
him what it is, with ah air of the utmost indiffer- 
ence he will reply, ** murdah," (a dead body) 
" which none but men of no ca^f will touch." 



BANKSTFOOIU 95 

. The Mahomedans bury their dead ; but all Hin- 
doos of any wealth are burned, and, if near, their 
ashes are thrown into the all-purifying stream of 
the Oanges. When the relations are poor, and 
cannot afford to buy wood to burn the body, they 
think it sufficient to singe it a little, and in this 
state they commit it to the waters. Indeed it hap* 
pens not anfrequently, that bodies are thrown into 
the river without being even scorched* 

When a Hindoo, who resides near the banks 
of the Ganges, becomes dangerously ill, some of 
his nearest relations carry him off upon his bed, 
which they place far enough into the river to ad*' 
mit of the water touching' his feet : and thus they 
await his dissolution. So soon as he expires, they 
stuff his mouth and ears with mud, and then burn 
the body. It occasionally happens that a patient 
recovers after being taken to the Ganges ; and if 
he isa native of Berar, or the upper pi'ovinces of 
Hindostan, the relations who have accompanied 
him to the river, are happy in restoring him to his 
family ; but on such occasions in Bengal, the 
wretch is ejected from his family as an outcast. I 
am told that the village of Chagda, above the town 
of Hooghly, contains many such outcasts*. 



• In taking leave of this subject, I may just glance at another 
nearly allied to it, which is the practice of burning widows on the 
funeral piles of then: departed husbands, not with the intention of 
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Mmdajff X5/A.— The weather had cleared up, 
and thus promised a more agreeable continuatioa 
c^my passage down the Ganges, than the last few 
days had afforded. 

introdudng any obiserrEtions of my own^ (as it is quite foreign to the 
object of my Journal to enlarge on a topic which has been so fully 
discussed by other writers^ both in a moral and political view^) but 
merdy that I may have an opportunity of laying before die reader a 
very interesting article on that melancholy subject, which appeared 
in the Calcutta Journal of 11th Aprils 1819. 

'< BURNING OF WIDOWS. 

'^ Several months ago, in the vicinity of Chandemagore, a: fem^k 
victim was immolated on the funeral pile, tmder circumstances pe- 
culiarly affecting. She was a young woman who had been recently 
betrothed to a young man of the same town. Every thing was pre- 
pared for the celebration of the nuptials, which had been fixed for 
the next day ; the relatives of both parties had arrived from a di»- 
tance to honour the marriage with their presence ; the circle of their. 
fViends already enjoyed in anticipation the festivities which the ap- 
proaching day would usher in. On the preceding evening, however, 
the bridegroom was taken ill of the cholera morbus, and in a few 
hours was a lifeless corpse. Information being conveyed of the me- 
lancholy event to the bride, she instantly declared her determination 
to ascend the funeral pile of her betrothed ]ord ; a long debate was 
hereon held between the relations of the bride and the priests respect- 
ing the legality of the act ; the result of which was, that in such 
cases the shasters considering the bride as bound to her husband by 
the vow she had taken, permitted a voluntary immolation on the 
funeral pile. The next day, therefore, instead of the music and joy 
which had been anticipated, the hride was led to the banks of the 
Ganges, amid the silent grief of her friends and relatives, and burnt 
with the dead body of her intended husband. 

'^ We have heard that another of those abominable' human sacrifi- 
ficea took place on Tuesday last, at Chitpoor ; the victim being a 
young widow of 24 years of age ! We are informed, too, that an 
equally horrid exhibition, called the Churuck Poojah, in which the 
most cruel tortures are self-inflicted by fanatical devotees, is to take 



Tuesdmfi l6ih.-^A£b^T spending a couple of 
days veiy agreeably with my friend Lieutenant 
Craigie^ I left Bankeypore at day-break^ and pass^ 



place to-day^ under a Ckristian government 1 and on the feetival o£ 
Easter ! wMe we are actually celebrating the resurrection of the Sfr« 
viour of the world ! 

'^ On this occasion we cannot refrain from giving in8erti<m to tlw 
following letter^ to shew, that while Christians are thus indifibxenC 
to the execution of those cruel and bloody rites, a large and powerful 
class of Hindoos themselves are shocked at the practice, as being no- 
thing short of wilful and deliberate murder V 



to the editor of the india gazette. 

« Sib, 

'' Without wishing to stand forward either as the advocate or op<* 
ponent of the ooncremation of widows with the bodies of their de- 
ceased husbands, but ranking myself among Brahmins who consider 
themselves bound by their birth, to obey the ordinances and maintain 
the correct observance of Hindoo law, I deem it proper to call the 
attention of the public to a point of great importance now at issue 
amongst the followers of that law, and upon the determination of 
which, the lives of thousands of the female sex depend. 

In the year 1818, a body of Hindoos prepared a petition to govem- 
memt, for the removal of die existing restriedons on burning widows, 
in cases not sanctioned by any Shastur, while another body petitioned 
for at least farther restrictions, if not the total abrogation of the prac- 
tioei upon the ground of its absolute ill^ality. Some months ago, 
too, Bykunthnauth Banooijee, secretary to the Brahmyn or Unitarian 
Hindoo community, published a tract in Bungala, a translation of 
which, into English, is also before the public, wherein he not only 
maintains that it is the incumbent duty of Hindoo widows to live as 
ascetics, and thus acquire divine absorption, but expressly accuses 
those who bind down a widow with the eorpse of her husband, and 
also use bamboos to press her down and prevent her escape, should 
she attempt to fly from the flaming pile, as guO^ of deliberate wo- 
man murder 

" In support of this charge, as well as of his declaration of the il- 
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ed the city of Patna, which is^ one of the largest 
OB this side Of India^ eidtending for several^ miles 
Blong the right bank of the Ganges. It is a very 



hffi^tj of the practice generally^ lie has adduced strong atguihdtils, 
founded upon the authorities considered the most sacred. 

'' This tracts we hear, has heen generally circulated in Calcutta, 
tad its vicinity, and has also heen suhmitted to several Pundits of the 
Zillah and provincial courts in Bengal, through their respective 
judges and nu^strates. It is reported, too, that consequent to tlie 
appearance of that puhlication, some Brahmins of learning were re- 
quested by their wealthy followers to reply to that treatise, i&nd I wais 
therefore in sanguine expectation that the sulgect would undergo a 
thorough investigation. 

" This repor^t has now entirely subsided^ and the practice of bum* 
ing widows is still carried on, and in the manner which has been de- 
elared ill^al and murderous. At this I cannot help astonishment ; 
as I am at a loss to conceive how pisraons can reconcile themselves* to 
the stigma of being accused of woman murder, without attempting to 
shew the ii\)U8tioe of the charge ; or, if they find themselves unquali** 
fied to do that, without at least ceasing to expose themselves to the 
reiteration of such a charge by further perseverance in similar eon-' 
duct. I feel also both surprise and regret that European gentlemen, 
who boast of the humanity and morality of their religion, should con- 
duct themselves towards persons who submit quietly to the imputa- 
tion of murder, with the same politeness and kindness as they would 
shew to the most respectable persons ; I however must call on those 
Baboos and Pundits either to vindicate their conduct by the sacred 
authorities, or to give up all claims to be considered as adherents of 
the Shasturs ; as, if they do not obey written law, they must be look- 
ed upon as followers of blind and changeable custom, which deserves 
no more to be regarded with respect in this instance, than in the case 
of child murder at Gunga Sagur, which has long ago been suppressed 
by government. 

^' HvBftlHURANUVD." 

March 27, 1818. 

It is surely impossible for any Christian to read this letter, without 
concurring in the admirable observations of this enlightened Brahmin. 
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populous place, with a considerable trade« Opium» 
^hich is so valuable an article for exportatioot » 
cultivated chiefly in the adjacent provinces, and is 
brought to the agent of the government here. 
Many boats are built at this city, and it enjoys a 
pretty extensive trade in wajc candles, table cloths^ 
napkins, and household furniture* 

X soon reached Futwah, a small vjllage a few 
mile3 below Patna, where there is a great o^anu- 
facture of table linen carried on. Here I bought 
six dozen of fine napkins, and fifteen coarse towels, 
for 17 rupees, j(L.g. 28. 6d.) 

The Pompon joins the Qan^es Immediately 
above this village. Though a $mall river, it was 
so much sivelled by the late rains, that it rushed 
like a torrent into the Ganges. Just above their 
junction, a bridge is thrown over it. 

J remained at Futwah the greater part of the 
day, and came jto, about four miles below it, m 
the evening. 

Wednesday^ 17fA.r— We pushed off early ; a 
light easterly wind, which blew all the morning, 
abated about noon, and, as the current of the 
river wa$ remarkably strong from the late rains, 
we sooQ came in sight of the Curruck-pore Hills, 
which form the qommencement of a wide range 
of beautiful scenery. I have already had occasioq 
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to remark, that the shores of the Oanges are 
generally tame and uninteresting. 

I remained for th'e night at a place within sight 
of the old fort of Mongbir. 

Thursday f 18/A.— Passing Monghir, I went on to 
the hot well called the Seetacoond, where I filled 
twelve dozen of bottlel^ with its water, which is con- 
sidered well adapted for long voyages. During 
the rainy and cold seasons in this country, (from 
July to the end of February,) the well or spring is 
at a heat of, I think, 140'' of the common thermo- 
meter. For the remaining four months of the 
year, March, April, May, and June, when the 
weather is very hot and dry, this spring remains 
cool. There are three springs of cold water close 
to it : and all within half a mile of the riven 

The waters of the Seetacoond are considered sa- 
cred by the Hindoos, and many idle Brahminical 
priests live by the collections they levy upon 
visitors to the spring. I left this place at three 
p. M. and came to at Jauguira at night. 

Friday y \9th. — I passed Boglipoor in the fore- 
noon, and reached the ghaut at Colgong'^t three 
p'clock, when I went to the house of my ^friend 
yir. William Shaw, by whom I was treated Vith 
great kindness and attention. This gentleman is 
engaged in the indigo line, 



SMhirdiQff 90th,r^l went out with Mr. Shaw this 
morning to the neighbouring country, c^ which we 
had a most advantageous view from the top of an 
eminence* The day was clear, and I have seldom 
seen a more luxuriant landscape than was extend- 
ed before us. 

At this place, during the present season, the 
waters of the Ganges are kept within rather a nar- 
row bed, and the current is very rapid, dashing 
with considerable violence against two rocks of a 
sugar-loaf shape, which are in the middle of the 
river. 

Sunday^ ^Ist-^l got under weigh at an early hour, 
with a strong westerly wind, which gieatly expe- 
dited the progress of my boat. Terriagully and 
Secliguliy passes were soon astern, and I reached 
Rajemal at sunset. I went to see the ruins of a 
palace there, but could discover little worth no- 
tice, save some pillars of a fine-grained black mar- 
ble. 

Monday 9 &2d* — At eleven o'clock this morning 
I hade adieu to the main body of the Ganges, and 
entered that branch of it which passes Moorsheda- 
bad and Calcutta; the upper part of which is calU 
ed the Cassimbazar river, and the lower the H007 
ghly. I brought up for the night near the village 
of Sooty« 
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Tuesday, 29d.^^l proceeded la my course until 
I reached tb^ large town of Moorshedabad^ wiiere 
I met my friend Lieutenant Trotter, of His Ma- 
jesty's I^igbt Dragoons, with whom I spent the af^ 
ternoon. 

Wednesday, Qifth. — I passed the cantonment of 
Burhampoor, at eight o^clock, A. M. and moored 
at night near Plassey, where Lord Clive gained 
for the British the sovereignty of Bengal, by the 
victory he obtained in June 1757, over the treachr 
erous army of Suraja Dowla. 

Thursday, 25fA.-^Passed Ahgadeep in the after- 
noon. The river is so much of a serpentine, and 
has so little of a current, that, afler a day of la^ 
hour, night found us but a few miles in a direct 
line from where we started in the morning. 

To come down the river is not attended with 
great difficulty, as the stream assists so power- 
fully ; but I have never seen any class of men un« 
dergo greater fatigue than the boatmen of the 
Ganges, when proceeding upwards. If they have 
not then a strong wind in their favour, they are 
obliged to drag the boats up by ropes fastened to 
the mast-head ; and they have frequently to pass 
shallows when they are wading up to the knee in 
ipud, and up to the middle in water, while, at the 
^ame time, they are exposed to the rays of a burn* 
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ihg sunr They live chiefly upon curry and ricet 
rarely making use of spirits. 

Friday, 26/ft«— People residing near the river 
are obliged to pay great attention to its banks^ as 
they often fall in, and thus whole fields of indigo, 
which promised a rich harvest to the planter, are 
inundated, and all his hopes blasted in a few hours. 
When I passed Nuddea this afternoon, I observed 
a building, with a colonnade of sixteen arches at- 
tached to it, part of which has been already carried 
away, and the rest is likely to follow during the 
next rainy season, when the river rises, which it of- 
ten does, very suddenly above the town of Culna. 

Satufday, 27^A.— *We came to at noon, opposite 
a very handsome country seat called Sooksagur^ 
the property of Mr. Baretto, a merdiant of Cal- « 
cutta. As we were now within the influence of 
the tides, I was obliged to stop here a few hours, 
to allow the crew to prepare a kind of anchor, 
which they make out of a few bamboos, with stones 
fixed in the centre of them, and fastened with mat- 
ting and string \ a clumsy contrivance, indeed, but 
sufficient for the purpose. 

Suniajfy 28«l;-^Pa8sing the French settlement 
of €haDder&agore, and the Danish of Serampoor, 
on the right, with the British cantonment of Bar- 
rackpoor, and the Governor-Generars country re- 

* D 
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9idence on the Irft bank of the river^ we ^ame m 
sight of the city and shipping of Calcutta at eleiKai 
o'c^ck, A.M^ I landed about 4Mt^, and went to 
the Jftouse of Mesars. Stewait and Rdbertsoo, tw0 
gendemen in the mercantiLe line, fay whom I was 
snosit hospitably entertained during my sojourn 
HI Calcutta. As I had a {urospect of remaiam^ 
l»re some time, untii Mr« Law could join me, my 
jx^ar diary altered a temporary interruption; 
but i shall now endeavour to give the reader some 
idea f£ diis ^eelebrated city. 

Calcutta ]±m in latitude iS!" 3S^, and longitude 
8fi^ 28'. Its local situation is bad, being surround- 
ed by jujigUs and muddy lakes ; b^t of late years 
mxf^ has ^been done to render it healthy, by draia- 
jiBg and dtfarittg the swamps, &c.; and a large 
i9Jm eof money, acpruitig from a lottery, is now «a- 
auftlly ^n^pwded, under the direction of comnm- 
jaimfit^ appoj^ii/ed to isiprove and beautify th^ city* 
£rv#n« within these ten years, very great fmpwve- 
inent:$ have been made, hy ikie digging of tanks 
^f^ dr^^s, aud making pf r^oads *nd bridgei^. 

The appearance of Caicuttt^ from Garden»Eeach 
^sim^y?Am ^ $traf)g#r approaching from the sea. 
The garden-houses, on both sides o£ the river, are 
elegant, beyond which, the spires of the ^lurches, 
tem^ples, minarets, Fprt-Willian), the shippinjg^ op- 
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pogite the city and Chouringee, all combinedi form 
a magnifioent prospect. *^ 

•At the extremity of the glacis of Fort-William, to 
the north and east» and at a distance of 1500 yards 
from the crest, are the court-^house, the town-hall, 
and the governmentJiouse, or palace of the Go- 
vernor-General, with c^er buildings, which form 
the froxkt of the European part of Calcutta on that 
side. The native part of the city extends along 
the banks of the river towards the north for seve- 
ral miles» varying in breadth at different parts. 
On the eastern side of Fort- William lies that part 
of the city which is called Chouringee, and which 
ccmsists of many beautiful houses, almost deser- 
ving the name of palaces^ with elegant open ve- 
randas, supported on pillars, and surrounded by 
gardens ; so that each house has a fine open space 
oU round, which is particularly desirable in a 
warm climate. 

Chouringee is inhabited chiefly by people of the 
first distinction, and the rent of a pretty good 
house 19 not less than 400 rupees a month, (L.48«) 
Inferior houses may be had for 250, and the very 
best will rent as high as 550 or 600 rupees. Each 
house has a range of out-offices, consisting of kit- 
chen, stables, servants* houses, &c. 

Calcutta is at present in a highly flourishing 
D 2 
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racks, there are the royal, the north and south bar- 
racks, which form three sides of a square, all for the 
accommodation of officers, and extensive ranges 
for the private soldiery. There is an arsenal on an 
extensive scale, well supplied with all kinds of mili- 
tary stores, and a foundery for casting brass can- 
non. The garrison usually consists of a battalion of 
the King's infantry, and 1200 men of the Honour- 
able Company's Native Infantry, which are detach- 
ed monthly from Barrackpoor, about sixteen miles 
distant, where four battalions are cantoned i all of 
which, together with the artillery at the head^ 
quarters of that corps at Dum-Dum, seven miles 
distant, are considered the troops of the garrison 
of Fort- William, when required. 

There are five roads from both the above men- 
tioned cantonments to the fort, into which the 
troops might march on the shortest notice at any 
season of the year. 

Above and below Fort William, there are exten- 
sive dock-yards on both sides of the river, in which 
ships of the largest size are built In the yard of 
Messrs Kyd & Co. the Hastings of 74 guns was 
built a few years ago. 

There were, in the year 1817, 154 ships belong- 
ing to the Port of Calcutta, amounting to upwards 
of 53,000 tons. 
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January 8, 18^. — ^I remaiiied ki Calcutta sii^cB 
the last date in my Journal, enjoying the society 
and amaseiEieiits of that splendid metropolis of 
tbe East. The Honoorable Mr. Law haYingjotottd 
me spme days agOy wie embarked this mormng on 
board a trading vessel cad^led the Avm^ cotnmaadw 
ed by Captain Dickie, and bound for Bombajir^ 
"^ We passed the country seats of many irealtby dti- 
2^ens of Calcutta, on the left basik of the river^and 
the Company^s extenshre botanical- gardens on the 
right. 

At half pasft four o'cbek, P. M. we came to aiu 
cbor a few miles below the gardens, as the tide 
had turned, and the wind was insufifaifent to carry 
ns forward against it. 

Snuuday^y Qth.'^Vfe got under weigh early, and 
worked dowri, in the eomtse of the day, to* a place 
a few mites below Budje-Budje. 

Monday, l(»k. Passed Futtah tavern at 1 1, A. M. 
We had a pilot on board, and Captain Dickie had 
not yet joined. -The crew appeared to be very in* 
different, almost all Asiatics, with the esx^eption of 
the Captain and two mates ; the sAap was register- 
ed at 405 tons burthen. 

• Tuesday y Hi*. — Passed Fort M^omingtoi^ and 
Tumlook early this morning, wi«h a feir wind j the 
Captain came on board be^e breafifast, and the 
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Honourable Mr. Elpbinstone, of the Bengal civi . 
service, late last night ; besides that gentleman. 
Colonel M'Clintock, of the Bombay army» Major 
Charles Ridge, 4th Bengal cavalry, Mr. A9sistant 
Surgeon Thomson, Mr. Law and I were passen- 
gers. We came to anchor this evening a few 
miles below Diamond Harbour. 

JP'ednesday, IQth. — A foul wind prevented our 
getting beyond the Kidgeree light-house to-day, 
and we cast anchor abreast of it in the afternoon. 

Thursday/, 13th. — Passed the Baring, a British 
Indiamen, and a Danish and Portuguese ship at 
anchor, in Sagor roads, also the Aseer Ghur Pilot 
schooner. Our pilot, Mr. Black, left us at ten 
o'clock, P. M. and after six days working down with 
the tides, we were now clear of the river, the na- 
vigation of which is extremely intricate, from the 
numerous sand banks which are constantly shifting. 

Friday 14/A. — A fine fair breeze carried us along, 
at the rate of six or seven miles an hour ; and at 
noon we were S8 miles from the sand heads. 

Saturday, I5th. — By observation at noon, this 
day, we were in latitude 19^ ; the wind was still 
fair, and our course south-south-west. 

Sunday, l6^A«-^CQurse the same as yesterday. At 
noon we were in latitude 17° 2r. 

Monday, VJth. — Saw a strange sail this morning, 
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supposed tQ be the ship Volunteer, bound for 
Bv^sof ah, which left Calcutta two days before us, 
and appeared very heavily laden. The weather 
was very fine, but the wind not quite so strong 
as we could have wished ; at noon, this day, we 
were in latitude 16° 14' and longitude 86*^ 14' 
east of Greenwich. 

Tuesda^f ISfll.— The wind having freshened, we 
were, at noon to-day, in longitude SS'' 12', and lati-» 
tude I4^2(y. 

Wednesday^ I9ih. — ^Delightful weather — We were 
as comfortable on board as the Captain could make 
us. We had indeed a motley crew, consisting of 
Portuguese (Indian born,) China men, Malays, and 
Bengal Mussulmen Lascars. 

Thursday^ ZOtb. Mild weather, perhaps too 
much so, as a little more wind would have enabled 
us to make a more speedy passage. By observa- 
tion at noon, we were in latitude 10" 15', and lon- 
gitude 88" 54'. 

Friday^ Qlst. The wind had freshened, and the 
ship had been running seven or eight miles an hour ; 
when it was discovered at noon that we were in lati- 
tude 7** 56', and longitude SS"* 3', our course was al- 
tered to south<»west, that we might make some part 
of the coast of Ceylon.* A good many flying fish had 
been about the ship this day. They are generally 
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about the size of a trout, and fly but a short diB- 
tance along the surface o£ the waves. Land » 
sight on the starboard beam, at half past Ave 
P. M. 

Saturday f S9d. — A strong wind against us ; at 
noon we were in latitude 5"* 94!. Dondra Head» 
in the island of Ceylon, in sight ; and, in Uie after- 
noon, the wind became light and variable. 

Sunday QSd. — Several ships were in sight ; and 
we were within a few miles of the shore, with 
Point de Galle on oor starboard bow. Many cata- 
marans with fruits, eggs, and fish, came alongside ; 
they consist of a large trunk of a tree hollowed 
out, having sides of wood strongly bound upon 
it, with lashings of string, and a plank as an out- 
rigger on one side, by which the catamaran is ba- 
lanced. The Ceylonese and Malays are \eiy dex- 
terous in the management of them^ and often ven- 
ture far out to sea. 

Monday, Mth. — A good deal of swell and con- 
trary winds checked our progress for the last 24 
hours ; and we were at noon only 20 miles west 
of Point de Galle. 

Tuesday, 25fA'.— A contrary, wind while we were 
standing across the Gulf of JVIanaar. The roUing 
of the ship had made me ^ite sick to-day. 

Wednesday, 26fA.— * A heavy sea and a foul windf. 
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Mn Law and myiseif bavmg been unable to pr<x:ure 
cabins we were obliged to put up our beds in the 
steerage. Mine could only be fixed athwart the 
ship, which had been lying over so much for the 
last two nights, that I may say I slept almost statid^ 
ing ; and the creaking of the rudder rope, wfaieb 
run in a bloqk immediately above my head, was 
most annoying. 

Thursday, 27*. — Land in sight at the ddwn c£ 
day. ^ Brinjall HiJl on the starboard beam; and 
the lofty Ghaut mountains were seen towering to 
the clouds. After an interval of calm, the sea 
breeze set in at half-past 2, P. M. and carried us 
along very pleasantly. 

Friday, 28<A.-r-When off Aleppee this momingr 
we passed the Honourable' Company's extra ship 
Barossa, bound for England, and out 19 days from 
Bombay, with 29 passengers on board. The cap- 
tain of the Barossa came on board the Ann, and 
gave us intelligence of the capture of Ras ul Kyma, 
the principal strong hold of the Arab pirates in 
the Persian gulf, by the British troops under the 
command of Sir William Keir. At sunset we were 
abreast of Cochin. 

Saturday, 29^A.— Though our progress was not 
rapid, our voyage was by no means unpleasant. 

About noon day at this season oi[ the year, on 
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the Malabar coast, the sea bree2e begins to blow, 
and generally continues until eight o'clock, P. M* 
when it subsides, and is soon succeeded by a wind 
from the land, which blows all night, and until 
about noon the following day. Passed Calicut in 
the evening. 

Sunday^ 30th. — Light winds. In the afternooa 
we passed the French settlement of Mahe, and the 
British stations of Tellicherry and Cananore ; but 
at too great a distance to see much of them. 

Monday f 31st. — ^A fine wind brought us on smart- 
ly; and we arrived in Mangalore roads, and cast 
anchor opposite to the flag-staff at sunset. A boat 
from the shore brought off some papers for the 
captain's signature and remarks. 

Februaryt 1820. Tuesday^ 1st — ^Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Grant, C. B. deputy commissary-general of 
the Madras army, and Lieutenant Anderson of 
the Bombay marine, master attendant at Manga- 
lore, came on board and breakfasted with us. 

All the passengers received a very polite invita- 
tion from Colonel Grant to return with him on 
shore, and to spend the day at his house ; but a 
fine breeze of wind hiad just sprung up, which in- 
duced, us to decline his kind invitation. At 10 
o'clock, A. M. weweighed anchor, stood out to sea, 
and in a few hours lost sight of Mangalore. 

Wednesday f 2d — It rained a good deal last night. 
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and this morning we had little wind, but a vile 
ground-swelly in which we tossed about all day be- 
tween the Hog and Pigeon islands^ 

Thursday i 3d. — ^Pigeon island still in sight ; and 
the prospect we once had of a speedy termination 
to our voyage now entirely vanished. 

Friday^ 4^-*-Light baffling winds still prevail- 
ed ; and we were obliged to keep crawling along 
this coast, which presents very few interesting ob- 
jects. 

Saturday^ 5th. — Our progress still very slow. In 
the afternoon we were close in shore, and saw se- 
veral convents peeping through groves of cocoa- 
nut trees, all along the coast : we were now but a 
few miles from Goa, the old Portuguese settlement 
on which all those establishments depend. 

Sunday, 6th. — ^We stood far out to sea this morn- 
ing, but made very little progress in our proper 
course. In the evening we were within a couple 
of miles of Goa, and could see the lights on shore. 

It is no doubt necessary that masters and officers 
of ships at sea should have the power of inflicting 
trifling punishments when they are deserved ; but 
I fear.it is a power which is liable to much abuse. 
On board our ship, for instance, when a mati does 
not immediately do what he is ordered, a rope's 
end is applied to his back, although his non-com- 
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pUance more frequently arises from ignorance of 
what is wanted, than disinclination to do it. 

Monday, 7'^*— The wind was directly from the 
quarter to which we wished to advance. In the 
evening we spoke two ships out only a couple oF 
days from Bombay. 

Tuesday, 8th, — ^A heavy swell which we- expe- 
rienced to-day, would have prevented our doin^ 
much, even bad the wind been as favourable as it 
happened to be contrary. 

Wednesday, 9fA.— This day our prospect was ra- 
ther nioi^e cheering ; the swell had abated, and the 
wind veered round sufficiently ^to admit of our 
standing on our course along shore. Geriah, the 
once famous nest of pirates, which was taken in 
1756 by LMd Clive and Admiral Watson, was at 
noon on the starboard beam» and distant about 
three league, 

Thursday, lOth. Friday, l}th. Saturday, \9ih — 
Calms and light wiads bad rendered our progress 
very slow- 

We were at noon this day within one degree of 
Bombay. A great number of large-sized boats 
are here employed in the coasting trade; about 
80 of them were generally to be seen in shore of 
us at once. 

Monday, 14/A.— The light-house pf Bombay was 



BOMBAY. ATI 

m sight Bjt 10 o'clock^ A. M. $ in a few hours more 
the shipping wece seen in the harbour, and a pilot 
catDe on board. - 

Aftbree o'clods in the afternoon, Mr* Thomson 
and I accompanied the Honourable Mr. £lphin- 
tone ashore. We went direct to the government- 
bouse in the fort, where we found a carriage in 
waiting to oonvey us to the country residence of 
the Governor, at Mdiabar Point, where we arrived 
about seven in the evening. 

The view of Bombay, on entering the harbour, 
is extremely picturesque. . On the left is the for- 
tified town of Bombay, with its barracks, public 
buildings, &c« ; on the right there are seyeral is- 
lands, and th^ Maharatta shores, which have a fine 
efiect. The harbour is remarkably good, and ad- 
mirably #dapjted ibr trade, having good wharfs, 
wet dod^, warehouses with cranes, &c. 

I presented a letter of introduction I had re* 
eei^pd froiiai ^r. Charles Metcalfe, one of the se- 
cretaries of the supreme government, to his Ex- 
cellency the Governor, by whom we were most 
politely received. 

Titesday^ X5<&.-^Malabar Point is one of two ^ 
country residences of the Governor. The house 
is small, but the situation delightful, as it stands 
at the extremity of a tongne of land, which jut^ 
into the sea upwards of a mile, and where you en- 
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joy a cool sea breeze, which must always be* a most 
desirable object in so warm a climate. 

As I found it was probable we might be detain- 
ed some time at Bombay, I discontinued my diary. 
On the 21st of February, I went to reside with my 
friend Mr. Theodore Forbes, of the firm of Forbes 
& Co. At this gentleman's house I met my bro- 
ther, William James Lumsden, who went out as 
a writer^ and now holds an important office in the 
civil service of this presidency. I had not seen 
him for more than twelve years. Such were the 
effects of our long separation, which commenced 
when we were mere school-boys, that I did not 
recognise my brother when he first accosted 
me. Like myself, he had endured the scorching 
of a tropical sun for a few y^ars preceding ; and 
had he not been led to expect me, I presume we 
should have passed each other, without supposing 
that we were at all related. The emotions we 
mutually experienced, on recognising each other, 
can only be conceived by those who have been 
placed in similar circumstances. 

Bombay is a large, trading, fortified town, crowd- 
ed with buildings of all kinds, and the little inte- 
rior space now left open, is at this season of the 
year covered with bales of cotton. 

The island of Bombay is about ten miles in length 
by three in breadth, with a very good road from 
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one end of it to the other,' besides various cross 
roads all kept in good repair. 

The first objects, which particularly attracted my 
attention, were the wooden houses, with verandas 
and pillars of the same, thus giving the buildings 
a mean appearance. Such, I am told, were the 
first houses of the Portuguese, and their plan has 
been followed up by the Farsees, who possess a 
monopoly of houses, as well as of many other 
things, here. 

The forests on the coast of Malabar supply the 
Bombay dock-yards with teak wood, which is deem- 
ed superior to the oak for naval architecture, as it 
is supposed to retain an oil which prevents insects 
from attacking the wood, and saves iron from rust- 
ing. Many shipsofwar have been built here; among 
others the Minden 74 } and there is one now on 
the stocks. 

The manner of living among the English gen- 
tlemen of Bombay is different from what it is in 
Calcutta. Fewer servants are kept; but those 
few receive much higher wages. The supplies for 
the table are of an inferior description to what 
they are in Bengal, yet much higher priced. It 
is remarkable that, although Bombay has been in 
the possession of the British for a century and a 
half, there is no such thing as good hoots or shoes 
manufactured at this settlement ; while, on the 

£ 
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other %ide of Itfdmt there is a capital manufacture 
of them^ not only at Calcutta, but at some of the 
upper stations. X have been led to make this re- 
mark, from a gentleman's having asked me soon 
after I landed, what I considered at the time an 
Wtraordinary question, viz, whether the captain of 
the ship in which I came, had brought an invest- 
ment of boots and s^oes from Calcutta. 

I experienced a good deal of attention from se- 
veral gentlemen during my residence here; and 
among the number I am bound to particularise 
Captain MiUer of the Bombay Regiment of Ar- 
tiUery, to whom J was an entire stranger. 

The present governor of Bombay, the Honour- 
able MoQntstuart l^phinstone, is very popular, and 
most deservedly (o^ being a map whose distinguish- 
<l^ character and eminent talents have raised him 
to his exalted station, and obtained for him the un- 
qualified approbation of his countrymen both at 
home and abroad. 

^omb^y is a very thriving place, and is said to 
contain S00,000 souls. I have remarked a great- 
er variety in the costumes of the people in the 
streets here, than in any other town I have seen in 
India. Those people are Flarsees, Arabians, Per- 
f[ian8» Chinese, Portuguese and Jews, together with 
the patives of all casts and countries under the 
yast eppire of the ^itish in India, A colony of 
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Farsees are settled at Bon^ay, who were driven 
from Persia on account of their religion. They 
are an active bustling race, though they cannot be 
called a high-minded people, being neither learned 
nor warlike ; but they are excellent men of busi* 
ness, and enter deeply into mercantile speculations 
with some of the first European merchants at Bom- 
bay. They are also admirable mechanics, and vie 
with Europeans in the art of ship-building. The 
Farsees worship fire, and keep the sacred flame con« 
stantly burning in their temples. 

I had a strong desire to see one of their cerne^ 
t^ies, but I was given to understand that they 
have an aversion to strangers seeing thenu I may^ 
however, give some account of the cemetery on Ma- 
labar Hill, as I have heard it described on undoubt- 
ed authority. It is about fifty-five feet in diame^ 
ter, twenty-five feet high, and open at the top, to 
within five feet of which it is filled up, with the 
exception of a well of fifteen feet diameter in the 
c^rtre. The part filled up is terraced with a decli« 
vity towards the well. This terrace is divided 
into three circles, having grooves running from 
them to the well, to carry off the water. The 
bodies of men are laid in the outer ckcle, those of 
children in the next, and those of women in the 
centre, all wrapped lomely in cloth, and left to be 
devoured by vultures and other birds, which are 

e2 • 
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always in waiting for their prey. When the bones 
havebeen thus picked, the relations of the deceased, 
or keepers of the sepulchre, throw them into the 
well. There are subterranean passages that lead 
to the bottom of this well, by which the bones are 
removed, to prevent its being filled up. 

The wives of the native inhabitants of Bombay^ 
appear to enjoy a greater degree of freedom, being 
less secluded froin the world, than is customary 
among the natives in tlie Bengal provinces. 

Two- wheeled carriages, with one horse, are' here 
> very common, and the Parsees drive about in very 

good buggies. The wheels of every description of 
carriage have iron streaks, on account of the hard^ 
ness of the roads. The bullocks driven in carts 
are much more beautiful than those of Bengal, 
where they are generally of a dirty cream colour ; 
here they are beautifully marked, and of all colours, 
like those of Europe. 

On the 19th of February, soon after my arrival 
at Bombay, I accompanied Mr. J. R. Elphinstone, 
Mr. Law, and Dr. Thomson, on a visit to the Cave 
Temples of Elephanta, a beautiful island in the 
harbour of Bombay. After breakfast we embark- 
ed on board the governor's yacht, and set sail to 
cross the harbour. Elephanta is six miles in cir-* 
cumference, about seven miles distant from the 
fort, and five from the Maharatta shore. It de^ 
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lives its name from a clumsy sort of representation 
of an elephant, cut on a rock, which was pointed 
out to us by the master of the yacht, as we ap- 
proached the landing place on the south side of 
the island. On landing we went first up the side 
of the hill to see the elephant, on a near inspection 
of which it appeared to me. that it never could 
have been a respectable piece of sculpture at any 
period ; and now it is much dilapidated, the head 
and trunk having fallen in one mass in 1814. 

Passing the ruins of a Portuguese building on 
our right, we ascended to the interior of the island, 
through a beautiful valley, with hills on both sides, 
clothed with palmira trees and underwood. There 
were cattle and goats grazing; and we passed a 
few miserable huts, around which the poor island- 
ers were tending their flocks. On reaching the 
summit of the hill, I was delighted with the fine 
sheet of water which was immediately presented to 
our view, and beyond which the shores of Salsette 
bad a pleasing soft appearance. On turning round 
from this pretty landscape, I observed we were 
immediately opposite the entrance of the Cave 
Temples of Elepbanta. 

The learned Mr. Erskine of Bombay has publish- 
ed an admirable account of these . temples in the 
Researches of the Bombay Literary Society, from 
e3 
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which I cannot doubt that the following extract 
will prove acceptable to ray reader : 

<^ The entrance into this terople, which is en- 
tirely hewn out of stone, resembling porphyry, is 
by a spacious front, supported by two massy pillars 
and two^ pilasters, forming three openings under a 
thick and steep rock, overhung by brushwood and 
wild shrubs. 

<* The long ranges of columns that appear 
closing in perspective on every side, the flat roof 
of solid rock that seems to be prevented from fall- 
ing only by the massy pillars, whose capitals are 
pressed down and flattened as if by the superin- 
cumbent weight, the darkness that obscures the 
interior of the temple, which is dimly lighted only 
by the entrances, and the gloomy ^pearance of 
the gigantic stone figures ranged along the wall, 
and hewn, like the whole temple, out of the living 
rock, joined to the strange uncertainty that hangs 
over the place-~carry the mind back to distant pe- 
ricKis, and impress it with that kind of uncertain re- 
ligious awe, with which the grander works of ages 
of darkness are generally contemplated. 

« The Great Temple is about ISOi feet long 
from north to south, and 133 feet broad from east 
to west } it had originally 26 pillars^ and 1 6 pilas- 
ters, eight of the former are now broken, and nei- 

4 
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ther the floor nor the roof b^iog on one plane, it 
varies in height from 15 to 17i feet." 

Mr. Erskine concludes, from thesculpturesy that 
this temple must be the work of the Brahminical, 
the most ancient of the three Hindoo sects, and ib 
dedicated to Shira the destructive deity. Many di 
the figures, with their drapery and ornaments, are 
beautifully cut in the rock, but some are of gigan* 
tic stature, measuring 15 feet in height, and fright- 
fully ugly. 

On our return to the yacht we found a nice en- 
tertainment prepared for the party, of which we 
partook. 

Mr. Law and I had taken our passage for 
Bushire in Persia, and had laid in a stock of 
provisions, hired servants, and made every ne- 
cessary arrangement to proceed in our course on 
board the Arab ship Rbemany, when my friend 
and relative Dr. Matthew Lumsden arrived at 
Bombay on the 5th of March, and agreed to ac- 
company us. We could not help considering our- 
selves peculiarly fortunate in being joined by Dr. 
Lumsden, who is a most Estimable character, onei 
of the first oriental scholars of the age, and one 
whose perfect knowledge of the Arabic and Per- 
sian languages render him a desirable companion 
to any person visting countries where those Ian-* 
guages only are spoken. 
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March ISeO, Sunday lath. This being the day 
appointed for the sailing of the Arab ship Rhe- 
many, Mn Law^ Dr. Lumsden, and I went on 
board and found the whole of our supplies of every 
description packed into the round house, which 
we had engaged for our accommodation, so that it 
required no small arrangement to find room for our 
tables and chairs. We saw no appearance of get- 
tipg under weigh this day, but as our friend the 
captain was not much to be depended on in his 
movements, we remained on board. 

Tuesday^ 14/A.'-^The number of Arabs and Per- 
sians that came on board with their baggage this 
morning gave us some hopes^ and at three P. M. a 
pilot came on board and carried the ship down to 
the Light House, where we anchored. 

Wednesday, ^5th. — Our commander hove his 
anchor at midnight, and we stood out to sea. Land 
was in sight astern of us early this morning. 

Saturday, 25th. — Having, by this time, been up- 
wards of ten days on board, I will endeavour to 
convey some idea of the situation in which we found 
ourselves, and to describe an Arab vessel. 

The Rhemany. belonged to theShaikof Bushire, 
was a ship of about 500 tons burthen, and carried 
twenty-twoguns, sixteen of which were mounted,and 
the remainder were in her hold. Her owner, Shaik 
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Abdool Rasool IChan, waft determined she should 
not be captured by pirates from want of guns or 
stores ; and hence he had furnished her amplj with 
both. The hachodah, (commander,) Hajee Jaber, 
was a very venerable looking old Arab, with a 
long beard ; though highly respected by all the 
Arabs and Persians on board, he knew nothing of 
the science of navigation, and relied entirely on his 
first mate for the guidance of the ship. Under 
the commander were two supercargos, for the ma- 
nagement of the accounts and mercantile af&irs of 
the voyage. There were also two mates, the first 
an intelligent, smart, active man, who had served 
under an European navigator, from whom he had 
acquired sufficient knowledge to take an observa- 
tion, and to navigate a ship from India to the Per- 
sian Gulf, or to the Red Sea. Besides these, there 
were I gunner, and 21 classics, Indiana— 92 Arab 
classics and African slaves— I Indian carpenter. 
The Passengers consisted of S European gentle- 
men — 5 Indian servants attending them — 38 Mus- 
sulmen pilgrims, men and women, proceeding on 
the grand pilgrimage to KurbuUa, Mecca^ and 
Medina — 15 Persians for Bushire — 36 Arabs — ^ 
Armenians— and 27 Arabian grooms returning 
from India. 



58 JOURNEY FROM INDIA TO BRITAIN* 

Thus we had 240 souls on board, including the 
ladies, who were confined to the great cabin, (im* 
mediately below us,) and not allowed to appear 
during the voyage. Such a number of people 
would tend to render any sliip dirty, more par- 
ticularly when their habits are so extremely filthy 
as those of the Arabs and Persians. The decks were 
washed daily, and thus far, but no farther, attention 
was paid to cleanliness. The people were extreme- 
ly slovenly in their persons, and several of them 
had the itch. The groupes of figures on deck, in 
the poop, and before the mast, all dressed in the 
Arabian and Persiui costumes, struck me very for- 
cibly when I first came on board. Some were 
smoking long pipes, having tubes <^ a yard in 
length ; others drinking cofifee out of very small 
cups, which were handed round by some of the at- 
tendants ; while the natural inddence of the Asia- 
tic was indulged by all to the utmost A man 
might be seen sitting, lying, eating, drinking, and 
sleeping all day in the same spot, apparently quite 
indifferent about the progress of the ship ; and this 
confinement, which is so extremely irksome to a 
European, only served to afibrd those men an op- 
portunity of indulging their natural propensity to 
sloth and indolence. The principal meal was 
served up a little before sun-set, when a long cloth 
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of a couple of feet In breadth was spread upon the 
quarter deck ; polaus of different kinds were plac- 
ed in dishes upon it ; and the company sat down 
on the deck on each side, in their usual sitting pos* 
ture ; in which they first get down on their knees, 
and then sit back upon their heels. In eating, ac- 
cording to the custom of their country, they made 
use of the righthsixid only ; a man put his hand in- 
to the dish next to him, and took out as much ric6 
as he could conveniently hold, which he squeezed 
between his fingers and thumb ; and passing the 
latter under the former, he threw the ball thus 
formed into his mouth. At sun set, a holy-man 
stood upon the poop, calling on all the followers of 
the prophet to come to prayers, and hasten to salva- 
tion. The people then assembled, and the vener- 
able hachoda^ stood erect in front of as many Ma- 
homedans as could find room to range themselves 
in lines on (he quarter deck behind him ; all look- 
ing towards the setting sun, followed him in tiie 
prayers ; and, at different parts, they knelt and 
bowed the head even until it touched the deck. 
The prayers were rather chanted than said, and 
at the end of each, all the people pronounced, in a 
long and solemn tone, the word " Ameen.'^ 

Any body of men assembled for the purpose of 
addressing the Creator, according to their belief. 



y 
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are entitled to respect ; and I think there is some- 
thing \exy impressive in the mussulman service, 
though their tenets are as intolerant and damnable 
as can be imagined. I must, however, in candour 
admit, that I had no reason to make this remark 
from my own observation, the hachodah and his 
people on board this ship having treated us, not 
merely with civility, but with marked attention, 
complying with our wishes, and endeavouring to 
anticipate them ; .which could hardly have been 
the case, had their detestation of Christians been 
in reality as great as the Koran tends to inspire. 

1 have had opportunities of frequently seeing 
power shamefully abused on board ships command- 
ed by Europeans ; — men severely beaten and flog- 
ged for the most trifling and venial faults. On 
board the last ship in which I had sailed, hardly a day 
passed that my feelings were not outraged, by wit- 
nessing such examples of petty tyranny. What a 
contrast have we here, among a barbarous and ig- 
norant people ! We hear neither the sound of the 
lash, nor the cries of a wretch writhing under its 
smart. Perhaps they do nof work the ship in so 
seaman-like a style, but still their mild and gentle 
treatment of each other is surely highly commend- 
able and worthy of imitation. 

April^ Saturday 1st. — We were standing across 
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the mouth of the Persian gulf, to make the coast 
of Arabia, as fast as the wind would permit. We 
had a large Arab Dow under our protections, also 
bound for Bushire, and full of passengers; and 
thus we were frequently obliged to shorten sail, 
and much detained on her account. When the 
two vessels approached near each other, every per- 
son on board the one exerted his lungs to the ut- 
most, to hail the other ship with a general shout. ^ 

Monday^ 3d. — While pumping out our ship, 
which was often requisite from her being old 
and leaky, many men assembled round the pump 
besides those that were necessary for that ojpera- 
tion, and continued singing and clapping their 
hands, sometimes accompanied by tom-toms, 
(drums,) until the work was done. In heaving the 
anchor the same ceremonies were customary ; and, 
on all occasions, when the performance of much 
labour was requisite, the men went to it with a 
great degree of cheerfulness. 

Tuesday, 4fth. — High land in sight, at sun-set. 

Wednesday, 5/A.-^The Arabian shore south of 
Muskat in sight at ^^n-rise, but so high and dis- 
tant, that, although we had a fine fair wind during 
the whole day, it was evening before we got near 
it. The shore appeared extremely bold, and con- 
sisted of rocks piled upon rockis, of a black colour, 
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without the appearance of vegetation of any 
kind. 

Thursday f 6fA.— I rose early this morning, in or* 
der to see the entrance of the harbour of Muskat^ 
to which we were slowly approaching, after being 
becalmed during the greater part of the night. 
On ascending the poop, I found the ship gliding 
gently along within gun»shot of the shore ; and in 
two hours we were at anchor in the harbour^ and 
saluted the forts. 

Muskat lies in the province of Oman, on the 
eastern coast of Arabia Felix, in latitude S3' 38' 
nmth, and longitude 5T 37' east. On entering 
the harbour, very high abrupt rocky hills are on 
both sides of you. That on the left has three 
towers on its side, and the crest of the qiposite hill 
is studded with the ruins of towers. The harbour 
is formed by an amphitheatre of hiUs^ consisting of 
black rocks ; and the town of Muskat, which stands 
at the head of it, is defended by several castles and 
small towers, in which pieces of ordnance are 
mounted. But these edifices look more romantic 
than formidable, as they veqr much resemble the 
ancient castles of £urope. That, which stands on 
a detached rock to the soutlKeast of the town, 
appears to be the strongest. It is called Jellafy^ 
and has an artificial causeway connecting it with 
the main land, which might easily be cut ofil 



I am told it c<Nitain8 a Feservoir of am water. 
This castlet and that of Meerany, at the other 
end of the towii^ are bnilt of ilUshapen stones 
and mortar; aaid their interior spaces are so smaU, 
that I think a few shells would render them 
too hot even for Arabs to live in. At the head ol 
the harbour, between the eastern side of it and 
the f<nrt of Jellaly, there is an opening in the rocks 
su£Soient toadmit of boats passing into the opM sea. 

After break&st» Dr. Lumsden, Mr. Law, and I 
went en shores and having waited on a native of 
Sinde, who was the East India Company's agent 
her^ and a eivil> sensible maOi we walked all over 
the town. 

The front of the town of Mudcat, next to its 
harbour, has rather a neat, handsome appearance* 
Sev»al large hcmses belonging to the Imaum of 
Mmka.t contribute much to give it this look ^ but, 
on entering the town, we were much disappointed 
to find it a poor, dirty, miserable place, the houses 
being in general very shabby, and the streets 
eiftremely narrow. The bajsars are so narrow 
as to admit oi a thin covering being thrown 
over, from one side to the other, to afford some 
ahelter from the mm^ There was a good deal of 
bustle in them» and an assemblage of people of 
all the eastern nations, and many jet black Afri« 
can slaves. The women attracted our attenticm 
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from the peculiarity of their dress. They wore a 
veil of black or blue cloth over the face, with holes 
for the eyes : and they were not less amused with 
OUT appearance than we were with theirs, many 
turning round and laughing loudly as we passed 
them. 

This mode of disguising the women is prefer* 
able to the custom of other Mahometan countries^ 
in which they are shut up in the Harem, and en* 
tirely secluded from the world* By this expedi- 
ent they have the advantage of seeing without 
being seen, and are thus allowed a degree of liber- 
ty, with which the younger of their sex are indul- 
ged but seldom by the Mahometan lords of 
India. The bazars are well supplied with grain, 
dried fruits of all kinds, china ware, coarse cloths 
for turbans, and all that is commonly met with in 
the inferior bazars of India. There is also a con- 
siderable mart for slaves, who are imported from 
Zanguebar on the African coast, and sold by pub- 
lic sale three times a-week, for forty or fifty dol- 
lars a-head on an average. There were none at 
this time in the market ; but, in the following 
month, I was told many were expected. 

The Imaum of Muskat is an independent prince, 
of much enterprise ;' his strength and importance 
are chiefly derived from commerce ; and his naval 
power consists of several frigates, besides vessels 
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of a smaller class. When we arrived at Mtifikat 
he was at Bahrein with his fleet, making some ar- 
rangements, after having co-operated with the Bri- 
tish forces, under the command of Sir William 
Keir, in the reduction of Ras-ul-Kyma, the stroi^- 
hold of our mutual enemy, the Joasmee Arabs, 
than whom there never existed a mm^ determined 
band of blood-thirsty pirates. It had been their 
practice to seize every ship or vessel of any kind 
or country that came in their way ; nor was a cap- 
ture con^dered complete until every man on board 
was murdered, and this generally in cold blood ; 
for, so soon as they made the capture by boardii^ 
sword in hand, their victims were dragged to the 
gangway, where their throats were cut, while the 
savage murderers exclaimed, '* La Allah il Allah,'' 
there is no God but God; and thus offered up the 
lives of innocent men as an acceptable sacrifice to 
the Deity. They regard their cruelty as merito- 
rious, quoting in justification of it a verse of the 
Koran, which signifies, ** Kill them wherever you 
find them*" 

In the QU)nth of January, 1818, these pirates 
were in sufficient force to attack his Majesty's brig 
Challenger, with a merchant ship under her con- 
voy, and the vessels escaped chiefly through the aid 
of night, and a strong breeze, which rendered 
boarding dangerous. 
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We returned to the ship to dinner, and re* 
visited the shore in the afternoon, inrhere we saw 
a re^ctable looking old man, who wa» one of 
the Imautn's principal officers, seated on a mat 
at the gate of a large house, and surrounded 
by Arabian soldiers, to whom he appeared to 
be issuing orders. Some were armed with qiears, 
and others with sabres and khunjurs, (small 
daggers.) Two or three wore eaps, which gave 
them a fierce enough appearance. On the land 
side, the town of Muskat has an inferior wall, with 
gateways and towers at intervals, so as to connect 
the abrupt rocks which are in the rear of the town^ 
and form a mieerable kind of defence. We obser-- 
ved that the Arabian guards at the different gatefl^ 
had th^ir bows slung upon the walls, while they 
were all employed making baskets, &c. This says 
Uttle for their discipline ; but they are a brave 
athletic race, though sometimes carrying on war in 
a barbarous way, neither giving nor expecting 
quarter. 

In the town we were furnished with a guide, who 
was to shew us the way to what we supposed might 
be worth seeing — ^a country seat of the Imaum% 
called Sedaub, about three miles to the eastward of 
Muskat, where we were led to expect a fine gar- 
den, but only found a little lucerne grass and some 
date trees. There was a large well in the garden; 
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round which many women were collected, who 
were vastly entertained with our appearance, and 
shouted when we left the place, a8 if they had 3een 
so many wild beasts. 

Instead of returning as we went, we hired a ca^ 
noe at a fishing village near Sedaub ; it was very 
small, being cut out of a single tree. In it two 
rowers, our guide, and our party of three all em* 
barked, an ample burthen for such a cockle-shell, 
and we had hardly launched from the shore, when, 
as if to mock our. pitiful yessel, a large grampus 
rose within twenty yards, ^d gave us a grand view 
of one of the monsters of the de^. The sea was 
smooth as glass, and the two rowers paddled us 
along close to the most iron-bound coast I ever he^ 
held, and without a vestige of vegetation. The black 
rocks spring abruptly from the sea, in all manner of 
fantastic shapes, giving the whole an appearance so 
extremely fanciful as to make me lament excieed-^ 
in^y my inability to produce a good drawing of the 
view immediately behind the castle of Jellaly, be- 
tween which and the eastern side of the harbour 
we came back to the Rhemany ; our rowers singing 
alternately Arabic songs to us all the way. After 
we came on board the ship we sasv. iseveral gram- 
puses playing about and spouting up water quite 
dose to us. 

FricU^^ 7/A*~Eirly this morning we went to 
F 2 
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visit the town of Muttra^ abodt four milcfs to the 
vest of Muskaty and depending on it. Muttra is 
esteemed so much cooler than Muskai, that all who 
can aflbrd it retire from the latter to the former, 
durrng the hot season. I saw nothing remarkable 
abont the place, which is surrounded by a wall 
with towers and gates, and has a castle in a com- 
manding height above it. Our party attFafcted not 
a little attention in walking through the town. As 
we passed a gate, two women unmasked came out, 
having rings of such a thickness in their noses, as 
to make the nostrils, through which they were sus- 
pended, hang down, and much dis6gure faces 
which would otherwise have had some pretensions 
Co beauty. His highness the Imaun( arrived this 
morning, and was saluted by the forts as his frigate 
entered the harbour. 

Mmdatf^ lOOu-^At day-break this morning Mr. 
Law's Portuguese servant, Manuel^ was found lying 
dead on the quarter-deck. He had been heard to 
groan some time be&re we were called to see bim. 
When we went out his body wds stiil warm, but 
the vital spark was. fled, and every attempt to re- 
store anio^ation proved fruitless. No caose could 
be ai^signed for his sudden death, as he was per<- 
fectly well the night before. He was a thin, spare 
lad, of a quiet disposition, and extremely willing 
to make himself useful. As the deceased was a 
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Christian, none of the Mahomedans^ would touch 
the corpse ; and Mn Law was obliged to solicit the 
assistance of some of the Portuguese sailors of the 
ship Khosravee^ eommanded by Captain Wadding. 
ton« M'ho was kind enough to send a party of men ; 
and these carried the body on shore for interment. 
We left about ten ships in the harbour of Muskat» 
including two frigates belonging to the Imaum, 
but exclusive of small craft. Muskat is undoubted- 
ly a thriving place, and likely to rise to far greater 
importance than it has yet attained; and I 
think it probable that the intercourse between the - 
Arabians and the British on the continent of In- 
dia, and the Asiatic settlements of other European 
nations, must ere long tend to enlighten the minds 
and ameliorate the condition of the people of 
Arabia. Captain Wadclington car^e on board 
the Rhemany yesterday, and, in the course of 
conversation, mentioned that he bad seen much 
of Muskat during the many years he had been 
trading to the Persian Gulf, and that he believed 
there were not fewer than 50 ships belonging 
to the port If they amount to half that num- 
ber, it is no inconsiderable fleet to belong to so 
small a place. 

Prior to the capture of the Isle of France, the 
Imaum of Muskat was enabled to purchase ship* 

f3 



70 JOURNEY FROM INDIA TO BRITAIN. 

ping Avhich had been captured by the French in 
the Indian seas, at a very cheap rate. The Rhe- 
many is said to have cost the Imaum only 18,000 
dollars several years ago ; and he sold her recent- 
ly for 36,000 dollars to the Shaik of Bushire. 

How far it may be political to encourage Arabian 
shipping to such an extent in the Persian Gulf I 
know not, but I do not see upon what plea the 
British could endeavour to restrict it. It will be 
time enough to think of danger from that quarter 
to our Indian possessions, when any of the other 
European powers extend theirs to the vicinity of 
the shores of the Persian Gulf. 

Tuesday^ l\th. — At noon this day we got under 
weigh with a fair wind, and before sunset we had 
lost sight of Muskat 
, Wednesday^ l^ih. — Squally weather. 

Thursday^ IS^. — In the morning a calm ; but 
a favourable wind sprung up in the afternoon. 

Friday 9 14<ft. — This morning the high lands of 
Persia on the one hand, and those of Arabia on the 
other, were distinctly seen. 

Saturday^ iBih. — Passed the Quoins this morn- 
ing. These are rocks in what may be looked upon 
as the gullet of the Gulf. 

Sunday^ 16/A.— Variable winds ; the thermome- 
ter while we were at Muskat, usually ranged at 90° 
and 91° in the cabin. It had now got down to 85^ 
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Tuesday, 18i^.— Last night we had a severe 
squall, accompanied by thunder, lightQJiog; and 
rain, which was succeeded by a fair wind* Oiu* 
people prepared for equally weather, and struck and 
took down all the upper rigging. 

Wednesday, l9th.r^I>T. Lumsdea observed to 
our venerable commander how much we had been 
gratified by witnessing the mild system he adopt* 
ed for the discipline, of his ship i to which the 
old man replied, ^^ there are but three things I 
require of my people, 1st, To abstain from pilfer^ 
ing the stores of the ship i Sdly, To have no fight* 
ing or qusurelling among themselves ; and, Sdly, 
Xhat every man shall perform the duty for which 
he has been engaged.'^ A brief, yet ample code of 
regulations^ founded on the law of reason^ 

Thursday f 29^.— ^HiUs in the neighbourhood of 
Bushire were in sight this mornings 

Friday y 2J^>.-^Fron^ midnight, until 11 o'clock 
this morning, it blew a hurricane^ and tore four of 
the principal sails of the ship to shatters. At four 
p. M. the low land in the vicinity of Bushire was 
in sight -, and at five o'clodc we came to anchor in 
the roads about five miles distant from the town.. 
An officer from His Majesty's ship Eden^ tbeu m 
this station, cs^e on boards 
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Saturday, 22<i.— This morning Dr. Lumsden, 
Mr. Law, and I, landed and proceeded direct to 
the Residency, where we were most politely re- 
ceived by Captain Bruce, the Resident, to whom 
we brought letters. At the residency we met 
Captain Taylor, the Resident of Bussora, Captain 
Lock of His Majesty's ship Eden, Major Cole- 
brooke of the Royal Artillery, and Dr. Dow, Sur- 
geon to the residency. 

The roujte by Bussora and Bagdad was reported 
to be so dangerous as to be almost impracticable at 
this time ; we therefore took the advice of the 
gentlemen here, and determined on prosecuting 
our journey through Persia. 

Tuesday, 25th. — ^This day an African sailor, who 
had been severely flogged on board a tracing 
ship, called the Eliza, now in Bushire roads, died 
at the residency. I am not aware of all the par- 
ticulars of the case, but heard it spoken of as 
a disgraceful proceeding. The deceased had been 
for several days under the medical charge of Dr. 
Dow. 

Wednesday, lidth.-^All the gentlemen living at 
the residency accompanied Captain Bruce on 
horseback to the outside of the town, soon after 
sunrise this morning, where we were joined by 
Shaik Abdool Rasool Khan, the governor of Bu: 
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sfiire ; and the whole proceeded to a place about 
two miles distant, to meet a messenger, the bearer 
of presents from His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Shirauz, to the Resident and the Governor. JSuch 
is the invariable custom iii Persia, as a mark of the 
highest respect to the donor. The Resident, being 
a Knight of the Persian order of the Lion and 
Sun, wore the msignia of that order on the oc- 
casion, and also a handsome shawl cloak, which 
had been presented to him by the Prince of Shi- 
rau2. 

The governor was attended by many of the 
chief inhabitants of Bushire on horseback. He 
is a respectable looking man, and treats all around 
him with an easy familiarity, widely different 
from what I have seen among the Indian chiefs. 
Many of the poorer people and servants, who sal« 
lied forth with the procession, were mounted on 
asses, not deeming it, as they do in India, a de- 
gradation to be seen on such an animal. On our 
arrival near a tent pitched for the occasion, we dis- 
mounted and passed through a street formed by the 
Resident's guards which presented arms. After 
we had waited for some time, the Persian messen- 
ger, attended by a few horsemen, made his appear- 
ance, and we went forward on foot to meet him. 
On seeing us approach the messenger dismounted. 
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and walking up presented a sword and letter to 
the Resident, and a ring and letter to the go- 
vernor. Ail then adjourned to the tent» and, 
after our smoking calyoons (Persian pipes) and 
drinking coffee, the fermauns (despatches) from 
the Prince, which accompanied the sword and ring; 
were read, all the party standing during the read- 
ing i after which the guard fired three vollies, and 
presented arms. Trays containing sugar-candy 
were placed before the party ; calyoons were agaio 
introduced, and thus ended the ceremony* The 
whole party mounted and returned to the town ; 
when we were about half way, a salute was fired 
from some cannon planted near the gate, and all 
the population of the place turned out to see the 
party enter. Many women were among the mob, 
wearing veils similar to those of the Muskat ladies ; 
and, when we passed, they made a shrill noise, 
somewhat resembling the neighing of horses, which 
they do on all occasions of rejoicing. After we 
entered the town, another salute was fired from the 
cannon outside of the gateway. Had the presents 
been sent from the king of Persia instead of his 
son/ nearly the same ceremonies would have taken 
place, but with this farther mark of respect, that . 
the party would have been obliged to go out two 
or three marches, instead of so many miles to meet 
them. 
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Thursday^ ^tk — I enjoyed the liot bath, after 
the Persian manner, this morning. In a viztm 
room/nearly under ground, quantities of hot water 
are thrown on the body, until it is in a profuse 
perspiration, when the attendant, by bard rub- 
bing with a coarse cloth, completely purifies the 
skin. 

During our stay at Bushire, we saw several se« 
pulchral urns brought to Captain Lock. They 
were about four feet in length, one end brought to 
a point, and the mouth of the other closed 9 when 
opened, they were found to contain a human skull, 
and the larger bones of the body. It is not, I 
believe, known by what process the bones were 
thus extracted. They crumbled into dust on be- 
ing touched, and must have been buried prior to 
the introduction of Mahomedanism in Persia, 1200 
years ago. 

Friday J ^th. — At sun- set, having provided our- 
selves with four mules for our common stock of 
supplies, and besides these, four for Dn Lumsden, 
four for Mr. Law, and three for myself, we start- 
ed' from the Residency, accompanied by Captain 
Bruce and the other gentlemen, and took leave 
of them beyond the walls of the town, returning 
them our grateful acknowledgments for their kind- 
ness and hospitality. 
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We considered ourselves under great obligations 
to Captain Bruce» not only for his hospitality, but 
for much valuable information^ and letters of intro- 
duction to Persian gentlemen at the chief towns on 
our route* 

We marched from Bushire at 6 P. M. and arri* 
ved at our halting place, Ahmedie, at 2 A, M. A 
good deal of rain had fallen, which made the road 
in many places quite a swamp, so that our pro- 
gress was much retarded, 

Saturck^,99th.'^At Ahmedie we had no shelter 
of any kind beyond what a tree afforded, and, aU 
though we had a shower of rain in the morning, we 
made ourselves pretty comfortable. 

Sunday^ SOth. — Marched at half-past two o'clock 
A. M. ; a delightful cool morning. It may not be 
out of place to mention here what arrangements 
we had made beyond the hire of the mules, for 
which we had agreed to pay the muleteer twelve 
Persian rupees a-head to Shirauz. We had a per- 
3onal servant each, and one cook for the party, to 
each of whom we engaged to give twenty-seven 
:^nd a half rupees a month. Captain^ Bruce had furt 
nished us with letters of credit on Shirans, in lieu 
of those we brought from India* I had got a 
good English cavalry saddle and bridle, and a pair 
of pistols^ a couple of trunks for clothes, my sear 
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cot for a bed, and a basket containing some books. 
Such was my equipment for the joumej* 

Weairived, and made a lodgment in Captain 
Bruce's garden-house, at Boorazgoon^ at half-past 
seven o'clock. 

Mat/9 Monday l^/.-~We marched at 2 h. 4£ m. 
A. M. and arrived at Daulikee at seven o'clock. 
The road was very stony, and nearly parallel ta 
the mountains ; when within a couple of miles of 
Daidikee we crossed a small rivulet, and were im- 
mediately sensible of a vile stench, resembling that 
which issues from a soap manufactory. We soon 
discovered the cause to be in the pits of black ns^fa- 
tha, a mineral substance very like train-oil, which 
is used by the natives for various useful and rnedi* 
cinal purposes, such as rubbing the backs of man- 
gey camels, &c. It collects on the surface of the 
water in the pits, and is skimmed off with a branch 
of the date tree« 

From the mountains on our right, on this day's 
march, streams of hot saline water issued, form- 
ing a smfiU river, which ran along paraUeL to 
the h^ls| ai^^-^n the oj^o^ banks of which there 
wejre very e^xteosive groves pf^di^te ti;ees. 

We had , our quarters tl^s 4?0^, jn the caravanse- 
ra of Daulikee, which affords ample accommo- 
dation of eveiry description for many men and 
horses. The caravanseras are usually of the 
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figure of a hollow square, and consist of rooms for 
travellers in the interior faces, with passages left 
in the comers, which lead to ranges of stabling 
that run along behind the apartments of the tra- 
vellers; and there is a gateway always in the 
centre of the face next the road. In the evening 
we visited the source of a stream of dear, tepid wa- 
ter, which issued from a hill a little above the ca- 
ravansera ofDaulikee. It was directed into many 
channels to water some groves of date trees under 
it. I slept on the roof of the caravansera, un- 
der musquito curtains, which were fastened up- 
on a single rope, tied on the backs of two camp 
chairs. 

Tuesday 9 SdL-~We wentoff at four o'clock A. M. 
and made one of the most fatiguing marches I ever 
experienced^ It was only fourteen and a half 
miles, but during a considerable part of it we were 
obliged to dismount and scramble over rocks and 
stones. About the middle of the stage we crossed 
the small but rapid river Khisht,over a stone bridgef 
of thirteen arches, (then under repair) and passing 
along the banks of the river for a considerable dis- 
tance, we enjoyed some pretty views of its winding 
course between abrupt picturesque hills. We then 
encountered the pass of Kotuleh Muloo, the ascent 
of which, was so steep, and of such length, as to 
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compel us occasiOBally to sit down and rest our 
wearied limbs. At one time, those in advance of 
us were over our heads ; at another, those in our 
rear were immediately under us upon the hill. I 
would advise all travellers to equip themselves in a 
loose dress on this journey, so as to admit of the 
free action of the limbs in walking at the passes of 
the mountains. At the summit of the pass we got 
a view of the caravansera of Kpnar Tahkta, dis- 
tant about three miles, and having a partially cuU 
tivated country intervening. A muleteer boy 
seemed particularly amused at our difficulty in as* 
cending the pass, and called out to us, *^ Kotul Mu- 
loo?^ Have yoii such a road as this in your country? 
For the first time, we had, this morning, a view of 
some wandering lilyauts, with their encampment 
of black tents, on the side of a hill. We arrived 
at the caravansera of Konar Tahkta at nine o'clock, 
and found it an admirable one, having three small 
rooms over the gateway, c^ which we took posses^ 
sion. Besides the upper rooms, and the usual ac« 
commodations below, this caravansera has a teh 
eounah (room under ground) in the centre of the 
square, to which travellers may retiire when the 
weather is particularly hot, and when such a sub* 
terraneous apartment alone can remain cooL The 
village near this caravansera is a poor, mean place, 
but it stands near the centre of a fertile valley. 
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fVednesikQff 3dL-^Af^t marefaing along the 
banks oi the Khisht for some time^ we encountered 
a pass almost as difficult as. the ^e of yesterday. 
The hills were clothed with a little verdure^ in^ 
stead of being altogether bare as heretofore ; and 
we were gratified by the notes of some, singing 
birds on the route. At the top of the. pass we 
came in sight of the beautiful valley of Kumar- 
ec^e, covered with grain ) but the crop was not 
so far advanced as that in the vicinity of Bu- 
shire, where the people were reaping whep we leil 
them; 

The valley of Kumaredge is completely sur- 
rounded by hills, and the village of that name is 
better built than that described yesterday. It has 
no caravansera, but we got a pretty comfortable 
private house, to live in. We purchased some 
3hirauz wine at Bushire, and our table was well 
supplied with mutton or lamb, fowls and eggs, 
and pretty*good bread, which, together with coffee, 
tea and sugar, and dried fruits, left us no room 
for cpnpplaint. We generally.had breakfast so soon 
as we could procure it after the march, and dined 
about four P. M. 

Thundmfy 4/&.— We marched at two o'clock, and 

arrived at Kaueeroon at eight; distance about 

^twenty miles four furlongs* For the first four 

miles the road was good, afterwards we were ohli- 
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ged to dismount, and scramble across rocks and 
stones for several miles; and, by the aid of the 
moon, we overcame difficulties that would other^^ 
wise have required day light. The nights were 
cool and the mornings deiightfuL 

We sent a letter on to a man at Kauzeroon, to 
whom we had been recommended by Captain 
Bruce, He came out and met us some miles from 
the town, and conducted us to a garden, in which 
there were two houses, where we took up our 
abode. This place is the property of the gover- 
nor of Kauzeroon ; the room in which we break- 
fasted was over the gateway of the garden, and bad 
painted glass windows to the north and south* Af* 
ter breakfast we removed tothe opposite end of 
the garden, where there was a larger house, con^* 
sitting of an open room in the centre, wrtfa passa- 
ges On its right and left, and on each side of those, 
neat rooms, about 24 by 1 6 feet, with Gothic painted 
gfess windows, recesses in the walls, and an arched 
roof. The great want of wood fit for building, 
must have led the Persians to cowtruct vaulted 
roofs, which ate universal in this part of thecoiin- 
try. Between the two houses there is a fine grove 
of orange trees, whifeh were in Aiir foliage, with the 
fruit just formed. It affords a ddightful bhade 
during the day ; and the notes of the black-bird and 
thrush, which I had not heard for many years. 
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rendered it a ddightfiil retirement. Snow was vi- 
sible on the top of one x)i the ONmntains a few 
miles distant. 

Friday^ 5/A.— -Leaving all superfluous baggage 
at Kauzeroon, we set oXS at break of day for the 
purpose of viewing the ruins of Shahpoor; at 
seven mites distance we passed the ruinous vil* 
lage q£ Deres, and saw on the way some flne 
flocks of sheep and goats, the former of the 
Doomba (large«tailed) breed, and the latter smalU 
with long hair and horns, similar to the Barbary 
goats. Before we reached the ruins of Shahpoor^ 
distant about 15 miles from Kauzeroon, I observed 
the myrtle growing wild and very luxuriant. 

The first view you have of the ruins is not very 
striking. The city lies on the left of the road, 
and, from a height, you can trace what appears to 
have been its limits, encompassing a space of about 
seven miles in circumference. Shahpoor is altoge- 
ther too much of a ruin j here and there only a 
fragment of masonry is visible in the midst of 
heaps of stones, on which time has scarcely lefl 
a trace of human art. On the opposite side of 
the road to the town, the remains of a fort are vi- 
sible upon a rock, one end of which nearly ap- 
preaches a stream, and the ruins of towers, with 
curtains connecting them, are distinctly to be 



saeBt Tb^iHb«r«nljof thn rode, m whiek tbe 
fprt W9S c<Hi9tructefl» 9|^pe9rs to have boeq cut 
off, partiiy ty i^atur^ ^nd p^atly by art, ftom th^ 
99910 f 9«fQ f>f )iilte» which WiB bad pn ojur right 
^ tb^ fflCitiipg, 

On adysndog as far a9 the stream of $hfihjpoor, 
we wound round the fort tp the rigbt» wbea the 
scene became varied and grand. We w^e th^n in 
a valley^ having higb> abrupt, black rocka on botb 
sides, divided by the rapid river whi<;h rushed over 
a rocky bed, no\)r to be seen and again lost aoiong 
the willows which ^ew on its banks. Aftetr pass- 
ing the fort, our guide led us to look at the fanums 
sculpture on the rock to the right, which is sap- 
posed to commemorate the triumph of the Persian 
king Shahpoor over the Roman Emperor Vale-r 
rian. The king is on horseback, with the figure of 
a crown^ sqrmounted by a globe on his head ; a 
Roman^ extended on his back^ is under the horses 
£eet ; and the emperor, kneeling on one knee, in 
an attitude of submission, with a helmet on his 
head, and in t^e Roman costuipe, is immediately 
in front* M^ny Persian oavalry and in&ptry are 
introduced in close order above, and tp th^ rigbl; 
and lefl of tj^ese t^e principal figures ; and victory 
is displaying the scroll of fame over the king. Tbiq 
sculpture has some merit, though the pi^opprtions 
are not well preserved, the horse being too sm^il 

G 2 
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for the figure of the king.— The rock consists of 
coarse jasper, and admits of a fine polish. We saw 
several tablets of sculpture on the rocks at the op- 
posite side of the valley, but a swamp prevented 
our examining them minutely. M. Morier has 
given, I think, a very good set of drawings, and 
faithful descriptions of them alL 

We went to breakfast on a small island formed by 
the Shahpoor river in the valley; and were seated 
under the shade of a tree, with the waters dashing 
over the rocks on both sides of us, when a Persian 
chief suddenly appeared within a few yards of the 
spot where we rested. He was dressed in a dark 
green habit, completely equipped for the cbace, and 
attended by three or four armed horsemen, and se- 
ven or eight couple of greyhounds. He had a smart 
intelligent countenance, rode well, resembling a 
dashing leader of cavalry, and, when viewed in 
combination with the surrounding scenery, there 
was something peculiarly interesting and romantic 
in his appearance. On seeing us he did not hesi- 
tate, but plunged into the stream, rode up to our 
breakfast-table, and threw himself from his horse. 
We gave him a seat, and he immediately began a 
conversation, in the language of the country, with 
Dr. Lumsden, telling him that Captain Bruce had 
written to him about us, otherwise he would not 
have come down. We gave him tea to drink, and 
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a calyoon to smoke; he then invited and insisf" 
ed on our accompanying him to his fort. Afler 
a little hesitation we accepted this proposal. The 
breakfast things were but just removed from the 
table, when our new friend asked us if we had any 
wine ; and, on a bottle of Shirauz being produced, 
notwithstanding its being strictly prohibited in the 
Koran, he tossed off a few bumpers before we 
mounted. 

We were winding up the glen, and but a short 
way from where we had breakfasted, when my 
servant, who had been sent out with a little 
money to purchase supplies, returned to tell us 
that he had been robbed and beaten by a band of 
marauders. The scenery as we passed along was 
bold and majestic ; as to road we had none, some^ 
times we were wandering along the sides of the 
hills, over crags and stones, at other times splash- 
ing through swamps and long grass by the river 
side* 

The Persians do not manage their hordes par- 
ticularly well, but they gallop and tear away over 
stones and every thing, quite regardless of the 
animals feet and their own necks. I m^y here 
take an opportunity of mentioning, that in Persia 
there are no wheeled carriages, and that the roads 
in general are exceedingly bad. In the afternoon 
our new guide brought us to a place called Rura- 

g3 
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joon, where we beheld a beautiful piCfce of water, 
clear as crystal, shaded by some noble trees, and 
near the base of a bill to the west. On a fine 
green sod at the head of the spring, a carpet was 
spread in the shade, in the centre of which an en- 
tertainment was displayed on a cloth, to partake of 
which we sat down on the carpet. The repast 
consisted of bread and butter, honey and milk, 
with small pieces of mutton roasted on a spit, 
and brought in " hot and hot." 

As ^e were sitting on the table, (if I may so 
speak,) edting every thing with our fingers, and 
making large pieces of the bread serve us for plates, 
while we drank butter milk out of a large woodeft 
ladle, each in bis turn, the combination produced a 
singular impression. The scene was to us quite 
noivel ; it was rural^ in the strictest sense of the 
word, and such as to afford a genuine exhibition of 
the pectoral, or rather the hunting state of society. 
Our horses grazed around us, while the wearied 
hounds of the chief lay in every direction. Our 
entertainment concluded with music, from a shrill- 
toned pipe, a trumpet and small drums, to which a 
boy danced and sung ; but I can neither commend 
the decency of the dance, nor the melody of the 
voice. As a finish to this concert, a wild martial 
sort of air was performed by the musicians, when 
our host rose and called for his matchlock gun ; he 
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then threw a pom^ranate into the water, and, at 
the second shot, with a ball, he spUt the fruit into 
a thousand pieces, at a distance of about 15 yards* 

When we withdrew, the remnants erf* the feast 
were left to our attendants. 

After the shooting, we caught and bridled our 
horses, and mounting, proceeded towards the vil- 
lage and fort of the chief, whereof we soon had a 
view on the brow of a hill. We were preceded 
by the mxisic ; and cme of the chiePs horsemen, in 
the hope of commanding admiration, galloped off 
at full speed over the stones, and turned round and 
fired his matchJock in the air. I thought no- 
thing of this fellow's horsemanship, and as little of 
the management of his arms, as I am certain the 
natives of Hindostan far excel him and his coun- 
trymen in general, in both. When we reached our 
host's village of Nodoon, a mob of inhabitants ad* 
vanced to meet us, and from the general curiosity 
we excited, it might have been questioned if a 
European was ever in the place before. Yet it is 
but a short time since the same chief entertained 
General Malcolm and his suite. The women sa- 
luted us with that shrill singing of joy which I 
have before had occasion to mention. 

On reaching the chief's house we were fatigued, 
having spent a great part of the day on horse* 
back. We did not, therefore, relish much be- 
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ing paraded on the top of a house, as a sort of 
spectacle for the gaping mob. Having however 
endured this ceremony for a time, we intimated a 
wish to be indulged with a little more privacy ; 
and, on being conducted to the top of another 
house^ which had a screen of masonry all round, 
and which appeared to be part of the chiePs 
harem^ we were in great hopes that we might be 
allowed to retire to rest, when we were told that 
a dinner was preparing for us ; and ratiier than 
affront our entertainer, we waited and sat down 
to dinner with him. We here enjoyed a little 
comfort, having our own table, chairs, plates, &c.; 
but when our host proposed a repetition of the 
music, and hinted that he could drink a boU 
tie of Shirauz, such as we had then on the 
table (equal to two English quarts) at night, 
and half a bottle in the morning, our polite- 
ness could carry us no farther; and we posi- 
tively declined putting him to the test, or sitting 
up longer with him. By thus being half rude we 
were permitted to extend ourselves on the carpets 
and go to sleep, with heaven for a canopy over 
our heads. 

Saturday i 6^^..--^Before the dawn of day, when 
we began to move, a servant, by order of the 
chief, prepared a quantity of bread for us, and 
at day-break, when we took leave of our host, 
he was evidently displeased at our having deserted 
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him the night before. He was however still po« 
lite, and gave us a horseman and four men on 
foot, to shew us the way, and assist us in explor- 
ing the cav^ns of Shahpoor. 

So soon as we had an opportunity after leaving 
Nodoon, we asked to whom we were indebted for 
our night's lodging, aQd were not a little asto* 
nished to find that our host was Meershumes ud 
Deen, a daring chief of considerable power, who 
had ceased to pay his tribute, had killed several 
men who were despatched to him for it, and had 
even resisted a military force sent against him by 
his immediate governor, the prince of Shirauz* 
At this time, therefore, he was living in a state of 
open defiance and rebellion against his lawful Su- 
perior. 

After a ride of a few miles we arrived at the 
base of the hill, near the summit of which are the 
caverns of Shahpoor, the most extraordinary sight 
of the kind I ever beheld* 

The ascent of the hill is extremely abrupt, and it 
was not without much labour and difficulty that we 
at last contrived to scramble up to the mouth of the 
caverns. The entrance is a grandarch of blackrock, 
of great height, length and breadth, which leads to 
what may be considered an immense saloon, into 
which we descended many feetj and when we 
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looked round from the bottom^ and our eyes be-* 
came familiar with the light which three candles 
afforded) the natural dome above us resembled a 
little firmament ; while the dark mouths of many 
caverns were open before o% leading to what may 
be called the interior chambers of this magnificent 
subterranean castle, into several of which we pene^ 
trated i and as the guides passed before us^ hold* 
ing up their candles^ which gave such a scanty 
light) some of the natural dungeons appeared so 
gloomy as to inspire me with feelings not unmixed 
with horror. One of the guides^ seeing a pigeon 
perched on a rock above him, shot it through the 
body with a ball ; and the discharge sounded so 
loud as to resemble that of a piece of heavy ord- 
nance. 

The caverns hate never, I believe, been properly 
explored by any European, and it is impossible to 
say how far they extend. There are several wells 
and pools of water in the interiw, which obliged 
us to be cautious id Cur movements* In the centre 
of the entrance is a colosal statue, overthrown and 
mutilated, with a crown on the head, supposed to 
be that of the King Shahpoor j but I believe this 
to be mere conjecture. As far as I could judge, 
the proportions of what remains of the statue ap- 
peared to be pretty correct. 
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We returned to breakfast, upon the same island 
on which we were yesterday morning ; and ad- 
miring the marksman who shot the pigeon in the 
cavern, (a follower of the Chief Meershumes ud 
Deen,) I took him to the bank of the stream which 
passed the island, and, by way of a joke, pointed 
to some small trout that were swimming in it, and 
asked him to shoot one of them with ball, if he 
could ; upon which the man, without seeming at 
all to question the possibility of the thing, fired at 
one, but missed ; and, thinking the attempt use-^ 
less, I left him, but in the course df a few minutes 
I heard him fire two shots, after which, to my 
astonishment, the fellow came up to us with two 
smairfishes, one about four, the other about three 
inches in length, which he had shot with ball, hav** 
ing carried away the tail of the one, and half the 
head of the other. Such a quickness of eye is very 
rarely to be met with. At noon we marched on 
our return to Kauzeroon, and passed a flight of 
locusts on our way. This was not a very heavy 
flight, but I have sometimes seen them advancing 
like a cloud, and doing great mischief where they 
settled. On this excursion I observed the myrtle, 
the dlmond, the pomegranate, the mint, and the 
castor-oil plants growing wild in great abundance. 
I had often heard of the unnatural vices of 
the Persians, and a circumstance occurred this 
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day, which convinced me that their propensities 
are not less abominable than they have been re- 
ported. From a regard to decency, I refrain from 
detailing the particulars. 

Sunday^ 7th. — We arrived at Kauzeroon at sun- 
set I here purchased a smart, undersized bay 
horse, for a sum equal to about 1L.25 Sterling. 

It may be useful for any future traveller to know, 
that mussulman servants are generally to be pro- 
cured at Bushire, who can speak both the Hin- 
doostanee and Persian languages; and, as they 
are always treated with more respect, they have it 
in their power to be more useful to their masters 
than Armenians. Any gentleman following our 
route will also find the following articles par* 
ticularly useful to him : a cavalry bridle and 
saddle complete, with holsters, &c. a carpet to 
sleep upon, fifteen by seven feet, twenty feet in 
length of old conants, or walls of a tent, of about 
five feet high, and made so as to admit of their 
being divided 'into four parts. Instead of tumblers 
and wine glasses, cups of silver. A hammer and 
half a dozen long iron hooks, to fasten up the 
conants^ &c. 

Monday f 6th. — The muleteer neglected to bring 
his mules until four o'clock, and we could not 
march in consequence till five A. M. The sun 
had long been up before we arrived at the com- 
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mehcement of the Dochta Pass ; and before we 
got to the base of the Kotul Peera Zun, it was past 
ten o'clock, with the sun so powerful that we 
were fatigued before we reached the caravansera, 
half way up the pass. Had it not been for a 
cool refreshing breeze, we might have found this 
day's journey a distressing one, as we were obliged 
to walk up all the mountains, and down many 
parts of them. A good long walking stick is a 
great help to a man on such occasions. If I may 
venture to offer another admonition to future tra- 
vellers at this season of the year, I recommend to 
them to arrange their hour of marching so as to 
be at the bottom of the Passes by day^break, unless 
they have a clear moon-light to enable them to get 
over partof those passes beforethat time. This stage 
of only fifteen miles took us seven hours to accom- 
plish it, and some of the mules did not join us un- 
til three P. M. Such are the effects of starting 
late. The Kotul Peera Zun caravansera at whjch 
we had now arrived, was the worst we had yet seen, 
and so extremely dirty that we preferred the top 
of it to the rooms below. From this place we had 
a fine view of mountain scenery. The night was 
extremely cold. 

Tuesday^ 9th* — We had a pretty severe tug over 
the remainder of the Kotul Peera Zun, and then 
descended into the valley of Dustarjoon, in the 
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middle of which there is a fine sheet of water, with 
many wild fowl. On liie 1^ the valley is bound* 
ed by a bold chain of rocks, down which many 
small waterfalls are seen tumbling, and fanaiag 
beautiful streamlets that run into the vale below. 
Before you reach the village of Dustarjoon there 
is a burial place, beyond which many springs jfisue 
from the rocks, and form a considerable rivul^t^ 
that runs through a clump of trees^ after which 
it passes on to turn four small mills. The distance 
from the Kotul Peera Zun caravansera to that of 
Dustaijoon does not exceed twelve miles. The Iat<- 
ter is, however, no better than the former. In the 
course of our journey we had a fine view of one of 
the peaks of the Kotul Peera Zun covered with 
snow ; and at half past three o'clock in the after- 
noon the thermometer stood at 63"" in our room. 

Wednesday^ IWA— At half past four o'clock I 
looked at the thermometer before we maiched in 
the morning, and found it down at ^l"". I saw 
some hares, cbecores (hill partridges,) and large 
wild pigeons in the coui^se of this day's route« 

Thursday, 11/A. — ^When we set off, soon after 
two o'clock this morning, we found the air exceed- 
ingly cold. We came in sight of Shirauz at eight 
o'clock. The city lies in a valley, and has not a 
very shewy appearance at a distance. We had for« 
warded Captain JBruce's letters, and several gentle- 
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men came mA to meet u& Au we approached we 
found the environs of the dty well cultivated, and 
some beautiful gardens <m our left. 

Stiirauz is surrounded by a brick wall, having 
large bastions at the gateways, of which there are 
six, and smaller cmes at intervds. There are no 
guns mounted, nor are the works capable of con- 
taining heavy ordnance. We entered the city soon 
after nine o^clock, when the heat of the sun was 
quite overpowering, and were conducted to the 
house of a Persian gentleman, Mahomed Ally 
Khan, where we met Pr. Foot of his Majesty's 
17th Tep:m&si. Our host came to receive us soon 
after we Mtered the house He was a fine young 
man, of a respectable family, and very pleasing 
and courteous in his manners. Breakfast was serv* 
ed up to us in the Persian style, but we were in. 
dulged with a table and chairs. The iced sherbet 
proved particularly grateful to weary and thirsty 
travellers. The house appropriated for our accom- 
modation composed one side of a quadrangle, a 
form of building very frequent in the Hindostanee 
and Persian cities, to secure privacy to families, 
which is a primary consideration with jealous Mus« 
sulmen. 

We had a small bed-room each, and the dining- 
room in common. The latter was sufficiently com- 
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modious» and had a painted glass window which 
nearly occupied one side of the room. 

Friday f IQth. — After breakfast we accompanied 
our host, Mahomed Ally Khan, to see some of 
the wonders of Shirauz. We first visited the 
Takht-a-Casjar, a house built by the reigning fami- 
ly, but having little to recommend it, except the 
fine view it commands of the city, and the garden 
in which it stands. Thence we went to see the 
tomb of the Persian poet Hafiz, which is a single 
block of Tabreez marble, having verses from the 
works of the poet, and a passage from the Koran 
upon it. The tomb is in a garden among several 
others. The same garden contains a pleasure 
house, and some beautiful cypress trees. This 
being the Sunday of the Mahomedans, we met 
crowds of idle people at the tomb of the poet, and, 
as usual, they gathered round us in a mob. The 
ladies wore veils of cotton cloth, having a very 
small bit of closely worked net- work in frqnt of the 
face; but such was their curiosity to get a gopd 
look of us Faringees (Europeans,) that, while we 
were looking at a portrait of the poet, in the plea- 
sure house, several of them threw aside their veils 
and displayed very pretty faces. 

After this we went to the Huft Tun, or seven 
bodies, and the Chehel Tun, or 40 bodies, both 
buildings erected by the Vizir Kerim Kh^n to the 
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memory of pious and extraordinary men. Tun is 
literally bodt/, but here means persons, the name of 
each building apparently designating the number 
of persons wbofh it commemorates. 

Tbe Huft Tun is a pleasure-house, in an enclo- 
sed garden, planted with rows of chinar and cy- 
press trees. In the principal room, which is open 
to the garden, and supported on two pillars in 
front, there are several poor paintings. That on 
the right is intended to represent Abraham's sacri- 
fice of Isaac; on the left Moses keeping the 
flocks of Jethro ; and, in the centre, the Persian 
tale of Shaik Chenan. Proceeding home, we vi- 
sited another pleasure house, also the work of 
Kerim Khan, which was covered with a profusion 
of gilding, representing, in a wretched style, 
trees, flowers, birds, men and beasts. We then 
went to the tomb of the other great Persian poet 
Saadi, which was a poor miserable place, not worth 
going to see. 

On our way back to the city, we passed through 
a kind of public garden, containing a fine stream 
of water, with several falls and baths, in which 
many people were bathing. We returned to the 
city, and entered it at the opposite side to that 
by which we came out j and, in our way to our 
quarters, passed through the Bazareh Vakeel, which 
is a handsome vaulted street about sixteen feet 

H 
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wide, with capital shops on both sides, holes in ihe 
centre of the arches for the emission of smoke, 
and windows in the sides for the admission of 
light. Such is its length, that, after we had 
rode alongst it a considerable distance, I looked 
in vain for the opposite end, |n the centre there 
is a sort of rotundo, with bazars branching off to 
the right and left. All this splendid market-place, 
which is superior to any thing of the kind I have 
ever seen, was erected by the Vizir Kerim Khan, 
and Mirza Usuf, a former governor of Shirauz j and 
the rents of the shops add considerably to the pub- 
lic revenue. Our friends having solicited an a^icli- 
ence for us, Saturday the 13th, at eleven o'clock, 
was the time appointed for our visting his Royal 
Highness Hussein Ally Mirza, Prince of Shirauz. 

Saturday^ ISth. — Soon after ten o'clock this 
morning, one of the prince's household waited on 
us to conduct us to the presence of his master. 
At eleven o'clock we started on horseback, all in 
full dress, and accompanied by Dr. Foot and our 
host Mahomed Ally Khan, who wore a fine shawl 
cloak on the occasion. Having gone through se- 
veral streets;, we passed the ditch and high walls 
of the palace on our right, and entered the outer 
court of it, where we dismounted ; here a crowd 
of people were assembled to gaze upon us ; and I 
observed a few pieces of ordnance tumbled toge- 
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ther, ^nd apparently much neglected. When be- 
yond this square we came to the gate of another, 
where we were detained a few minutes. Here a 
tall stout man stood in armour. It was intimated 
to us that we might proceed ; when we entered a 
spacious court, and met a gentleman who acted as 
Ish agassi (master of ceremonies) op the occasion. 
He requested us to arrange ourselves according to 
our rank, a matter which was soon adjusted j he 
then placed himself at the head of us, and thus we 
marched on and entered at an angle of three sides 
of a square of armed men, drawn up in front of 
the dewan koneh, (hall of audience,) in which the 
prince was seated. When we had passed along 
half the length of the line of men fronting him, 
the master of ceremonies stopt ; we turned round 
so as to face the prince, and made him an English 
bow, taking off our hats at the same time j this we 
repeated three times in as many different places, 
the last when we were close to a canal of water 
immediately under the hall of audience with se- 
veml fountains playing, and turning little wheels, 
on which there were bells that made a jingling 
noise. After the last salutation, the Ish agassi 
announced to the prince, in a loud voice, who we 
were, and the purpose for which we had come, to 
which the prince replied « Khosh ameded,'' (you 
are welcome.) We then proceeded to the hall, 

h2 
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and passed into the presence of the prince, when 
we made another obeisance, and were most gra- 
ciously received, and requested to sit down, which 
we did, cross-legged on the carpet, according to 
the custom of the country. 

Prince Hussein Ally Mirza is a very handsome 
man, about thirty years of age, with most pleasing 
manners. He said he hoped we had been well 
treated in his country, and that if we had any re- 
quest to make, it should be immediately complied 
with, adding, that he would give orders for our see- 
ing his palace and gardens. 

The prince's dress was plain white and gold 
muslin. One of his sons, who stood before him, on 
the same carpet with us, was magnificently dressed 
and covered with a profusion of jewels. The hall 
of audience is small, but very splendid, being en- 
tirely lined with mirrors even to the doors, which 
have silver Persian locks. After a good deal of 
conversation between the Prince and Dr. Lumsden, 
(the only one of our party who could speak Per- 
sian,) coffee was produced in small china cups, 
cased in silver, after which calyoons were brought. 
The servant kneeled as he presented the calybon 
to the prince, and we retired, going through the 
same ceremonies as before. There was some- 
thing very imposing in the scene. All the officers 
of the court were present. The garden had an 
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avenue of lofty trees in the centre, at the sides of 
wfaich were long canals ; and the soldiers were 
armed with swords, pistols, match-lock pieces, and 
a kind of hatchet. 

From the palace we went to visit the prime mi- 
nister of the prince, Mahomed Zekey Khan, at 
whose house we had a very nice entertainment. 
It consisted of rosewater and calyoons, then coffee, 
afterwards a course of pleasant sweetmeats, and 
iced sherbets, lemonade, &c. with calyoons again 
to finish. The latter were extremely handsome, 
the chillums (cups for the tobacco) being of ena- 
melled gold, with portraits of the fair Persiaa 
dames, &c. We then went to inspect the stud of 
the minister, coo^prehending a great many super 
rior horses of the Arabian and Persian breeds. W^ 
applied to the minister for a mehmmndar to ac- 
company us on our journey to Ispahan, and the 
request was immediately granted. The duty of 
the mehmaindar is to secure us quarters, provi- 
sions, and every assistance on our route ; and his 
presence, as he is a soldier in the immediate 
service of the prince, commands a degree of re- 
spect and attention which we might not other- 
wise have met with. 

Sunday^ 14th.— As the gates of the city of Shi- 
rauz are shut at night, travellers wishing to march 
early in the iporningare obliged to sleep outside j 

h3 
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we made our arrangements accordingly, and our 
baggage proceeded to the Bag-i-Vakeel in the af- 
ternoon. 

One of the chief officers of the prince paid us a 
visit in the forenoon, in order to conduct us to see 
a beautiful garden, the Baga Furma Furmai, which 
has been recently made by the reigning (or rather 
governing) prince, Hussein Ally Mirza. About 
four o'clock in the afternoon we mounted, and, 
after visiting a venerable old man, who is highly 
respected in Shirauz for his piety, we proceeded 
on to the garden above mentioned, in which there 
are two beautiful pleasure-houses, one over the 
gateway or entrance, the other (as is the general 
plan of the whole of the country residences of Shi" 
rauz) at the opposite end of the garden, which was 
quite a paradise. From a long basin of clear wa- 
ter immediately in front of the upper house, issues 
a fine canal lined with stone, in which at intervals 
there are water-falls. The garden is amply stocked 
with every variety of trees and shfubs. This being 
the season when the roses are in full bloom, and the 
black birds in high song, we enjoyed this faiiy 
scene in perfection. 

Mahomed Zekey Khan, the minister, and many 
other chiefs, met us in this garden. The upper 
house was inhabited by part pf the prince's family ; 
and, when we had walked up a part of the garden. 
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the young i^riiice, ivho stood before the prince yei- 
ierday, joined us. He is a handsome boy, with a 
Complexion as fair as that of any European. 

On our arrival at the upper house, we received 
a most gracious message from the prince, who was 
in an adjacent garden, requesting we would par-* 
take of some refreshments which he had sent us. 
On a massy silver tray were two plates, one con- 
taining sweetmeats, the other a luxurious dish of 
cberries, mixed with large pieces of clear ice, on 
a bed of beautiful roses, interspersed with green 
leaves of different plants. We seated ourselves on 
the carpet of a spacious saloon, open towards the 
garden, and partook of the fruit, &c. while we 
examined the numerous paintings of the present 
king of Persia, Futteh Ali Shah, hunting, riding, 
sitting in state, and mounted in battle. With tespect 
to the merits of the paintings in both the houses^ 
in the garden, they are like all the rest in Shirauz, 
such as would disgrace an English sign painter. 

The national vanity of the Persians is quite ri- 
diculous. In the Princess garden yesterday, a Per- 
sian chief, who had been in India, and with whom 
I had some conversation regarding that most beau* 
tiful of ail buildings, the Tauje Mahal at Agra, 
called out to me before the Prince, Minister and 
the other Chiefs, *^ Have you ever seen such a 
fine place as this? Is the Tauje to be composed 
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to it ?*' I could not feel in my heart to agree with 
bim, but, at tbe same time, wisbing to play the 
courtier a little, I replied they were different kinds 
of buildings, both very beautiful in their way. 

Monday i 15th — Marched to 2^rgoon, distance 
14i miles, having started at four, and dismounted 
9t a private house at nine, A. M. 

Tuesday, 16/A. — Marched at four, A. M. Pas- 
sed a caravan of some hundred camels on their way 
to Tabreez, with sugar, &c. &c. Crossed the 
Bend-emir over a bridge of five arches of different 
sizes, and entered the Plain of Merdusht. This 
march was more g^y and lively than usual, many 
small caravans pf travellers having passed. Parties 
of the wandering lUyauts were changing ground i 
large flocks of sheep were grazing near tbe road, 
and several villages, with a fine sheet of cultivation 
around each, were scattered over this vast plain. 

At the distance of several miles I saw the pil- 
lars of tbe anpient Palace of Persepolis, the ruins 
of which rather disappoint the traveller at first 
sight, more particularly after his expectations have 
been raised to a high pitch by the descriptions of 
his predecessors. 

In 54f east longitude, and about SO north latitude, 
stand the Ruins of Persepolis, at the base of a hill, 
the height of which takes ojQTmuch from the ma- 
jestic appearance they would otherwise have ; and 
|t is not until you are within a few hundred yards 
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that you become fully sensible of the immensity 
and beauty of these splendid remains of antiquity. 
Xhe front or western face of the palace runs near* 
\y due north and south, at a distance of about 
two miles N. E. of the modern village of Kanara. 
The extreme length of this face, as nearly as I 
could measure by pacing it, is 16^0 feet. The 
basement on this side, upon which the whole fa- 
brie was constructed, is raised 34 feet from the 
ground, and built of immense blocks of a coarse 
black marble, or stone of that appearance, without 
cement, but extremely well cut, and fitted to each 
other. 

The entrance to the palace towards the north 
end of the front or western face, is by two flights 
of steps, facing ^ach other, and springing from the 
plain to the north and south, at the distance of forty 
3ix feet from each other. Each flight is again 
divided into two. The first terminated by a spa- 
cious landing place, contains, I think, fifty*eight 
jsteps ; the second to the platform, on the summit of 
the whole, contains forty-nine steps ; breadth of the 
stairs 26^ feet, aijd height of the steps Si inches. 
Thus the ascent is so gradual, that I rode up on 
horseback. On gaining the summit, nothing can ap- 
pear more grand than the ffeld of venerable ruins 
presented to the eye. The magnificent portals are 
the nearest objects. Sixteen immense and finely 
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proportioned marble cdumns, with many pedestals 
half buried, fluted shafts of pillars, stair-cases the 
sides of which are covered with a profusion of or- 
naments, all come in the fore-ground j while, in 
looking towards the south, the eye is lost among 
porticos, door-frames, on which there are sculptured 
figures and fragments of the walls of Suites of the 
most extensive and splendid apartments. We re^ 
mained admiring these ruins for a considerable 
time, and went to live in a garden-house, little more 
than a mile distant from Persepolis j we returned 
in the afternoon, and on the following day. 

Wednesday, 17'*.— Having spent many hours 6£ 
this day among the ruins of Persepolis, I will en- 
deavour to carry my reader forward from the po»i. 
tion in which I left him yesterday, and to convey 
to his mind my ideas of what the original splendid 
structure wa^ the remains of which continue to 
be so much admired by all travellers; ideas which 
I formed after a very minute examination of 
the magnificent portion of the palace, which I 
doubt not was appropriated to public assemblies, 
and which, in modern Persia, would be called the 
Dewan komh, or hall of audience. The first pc«-- 
tals measure seventy feet from the landing place, to 
the summit of the grand stair-case, and are com- 
posed of immense blocks of marble. They are 



faced by mutilated figures of animals resemblirig 
sphynxes, sculptured in the interior of the por- 
tals, and looking outwards east and west, Aftet 
passing these, the next objects are two columns, 
but it is quite evident that there were originally 
two more. 

The second portals are of the same dimensions 
as the first, but differ in their decorations. The 
animals look to the east, (i. e. towards the moun- 
tain,) and have beautifully sculptured wings. 
After passing the first pillars, and facing to the 
south, you are immediately in front of the highly 
ornamented double stair cases leading to the hall 
of audience, and distant about 135 feet from the 
portals, which, together with the four columns, must 
once have supported a roof. On a near approach 
the alto-reliefs of this stair case have a fine effect, 
in the centre of the whole ; and at the extremities, 
figures of a lion seizing a bull are finely sculptur. 
ed. 

The sides of the double stair-cases Are decorat- 
ed with three compartments of figures, represent* 
ing on the right, chiefly men carrying offerings, 
led horses, and bullocks, the real cam^l with two 
humps, asses, rams in pairs, and a car, the figure 
of which is much the same &s that of the Roman car, 
drawh by horses. On the left, or eastern stairs, the 
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processions consist chiefly of spearmen, with qui- 
vers of arrows and bows on their shoulders, some 
with high caps, others with low round ones, all 
wearing long flowing robes, with the hair of their 
beads and beards in curls. The borders which di- 
vide the compartments of alto-reliefs are very rich^ 
Proceeding from the top of these stair^cases to- 
wards the south, you enter the remains of a portico 
of twelve columns, from which you are led into 
the centre of the hall of audience through two 
portals. The hall of audience covered a space of 
about 150 feet square, the roof of which was sup- 
ported upon 36 beautiful fluted pillars, and there 
were porticos of 12 pillars each, of larger dimension^ 
than those of the hall, to the east and west. Be- 
yond the hall of audience, towards the south, on 
an eminence, are some stupendous fragments of 
doors and windows, formed of blocks of marble. 
They are ranged in a square, and mark the re- 
mains of most magnificent apartments. On some 
of the door-frames the black marble still retains a 
beautiful polish, and the whole have figures sculp- 
tured on them. The most common figures ar^ 
groups, consisting of a king in various attitudes, 
with two men standing behind, the one bear- 
ing an umbrella (or chatta,) the other a fly- 
flap, (or chourie,) Many of the flgures are mm 
tilated, and evidently cut with hammers or other 
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tools, but the zeal of the destroyers has not been 
such as to extend to the entire ei&cing of the 
groups, several of which are untouched. 

Towards the plain are the smaller rooms, built of 
the same durable materials ; and in that to the 
south, are several long inscriptions in the unknown 
arrow headed characters *• 

Besides the chambers and parts of the ruins 
above noticed, the foundations of various other 
parts of columns, and of passages, may be traced ; 
and, as the basement of the whole, on the moun- 
tain side, is now on a level with the surface of the 
earth, (probably from the particles washed down in 
the lapse of ages>) it is not improbable that much 
may be buried, of which there is not a trace vi- 
sible« 

On the face^ of the rocks which appear in the 
mountain, in the rear of the ruins of Persepolis, 
thiere are sculptures of fire altars and worshippers. 
Many of the figures, with their costumes, and the 



« With respect to these ancient characters^ I may mention that, 
when at Bushire, we were furnished with some written instructions 
for decyphering them, according to the theory of a German professor, 
who conceived that he had discovered their real meaning. His theory, 
and the reasoning on which it was huilt, seemed plausible. Accord- 
ingly, for a time, even the celebrated Oriental professor at Paris, M. 
Baron de Sacy, w^s inclined to subscribe to this theory. He had, how- 
ever, altered his opinion by the time we arrived in Paris, as Dr. Lums- 
den found in the course of a conyersation he had with him on the 
subject. 
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style of sculpture, exactly correspond with those 
in the palace, and are probably as ancient. 

It would be foreign to the object of this brief 
narrative to attempt any historical inquiry touch- 
ing the antiquity of Persepolis. The fire altars are 
of themselves sufficient to prove that its date must 
have been anterior to the Hegira, or introduction 
of the Mahometan religion into Persia, which took 
place in the year 622 of the Christian era. From 
this time the Persians ceased to worship fire. But 
we are carried back by the ancient historians to a 
far more remote period. For Quintus Curtius * in- 
forms us, that this royal city was consumed by 
fire, after it had been taken possession of by Alex- 
ander the Great ; and that its destruction, which 
even the conquering army of the Macedonians had 
not been allowed to commence, was only thought 
of when Alexander and his mistress Thais were 
flushed with wine, on which occasion the Grecian 
dame proposed that the Persian palace (Uegia Per- 
sarum) should be destroyed, to avenge the wrongs 
which that nation had inflicted on her country. 
Her desire was immediately granted, Alexander 
himself having set the example by applying the 
first torch. And thus one of the most magnificent 

* lib. ▼. c 82. 
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and \70Qderful structures of antiquity fell a sacri- 
fice to the wbim of a drunken courtesan. We 
know that Alexander died in the year 324 before 
Carist* But the date of the erection of this pa- 
lace is not, and probably never can be ascertain* 
ed^ until a key shall have been discovered which 
uiay enable the curious to decipher the arrdw- 
headed character, of which numerous and very 
long inscriptions are here composed, and still quite 
visible* 

This morning we exa^iiped the sculptures at 
Naksha Rustum, and some others lying between 
Jumsheds Harim, and Persepolis. All these are, 
in my opinion, faithfully represented in M. Mo- 
rier's drawings, although some of his sketches 
must have been hastily taken, and finished from 
memory. Such was my impression on compart- 
ing the drawings with the originala. I went 
thia day to the ruins of Persepolis at half-past 
one o'clock, and remained among them until the 
close of* the day, during which time I was dis- 
turbed by numerous Persian visitors, whose con- 
stant gazing becomes annoying to a European. 
The Persians believe that these ruins contain bu» 
ried treasures, and they often suspect that the 
European visitors, whom they see, are in search of 
them. 
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Thursday^ 18/*,— We made a short march of 
about six miles to Cuttabad, where we lodged in a 
poor hovel. 

Friday y Vdih. — We marched at two, A.M. and 
found a beautiful road almost the whole way to 
Mayen, where we arrived about seven ; distance 
sixteen miles. Mayen is the prettiest village we 
had yet seen in Persia ; but the caravansera was 
in bad repair, and we bivouaked under some fine 
walnut trees. This village contains several fine gar- 
dens, and many trees, with an ample suj^ly of 
water for irrigation. 

Saturday^ 90th. — Marched at two, A. M. Thb 
road pretty good, until we passed the village of 
Emaum Zadda Ismael, when we had a difficult 
pass to get over, the descent from which into the 
plain of Oojam was as abrupt as any we had yet 
seen : we arrived at the ruined caravansera and 
village of Cogan, which has been entirely desert- 
ed, at eight, distance about sixteen miles. Du- 
ring our progress this day the summits of all the 
mountains we passed had patches of snow still ly- 
ing on them. A man brought us a supply of snow 
to cool our wine for dinner. A few horsemen ar- 
rived at the caravansera in which we were quarter- \ 
ed this afternoon, and brought intelligence of the 
murder of Meershumes ud Deen, the chief with 
whom we spent a day, and whose hospitality I 
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had occasion to describe in a preceding part 
of my narrative. It is reported, that while this 
.chief was riding out with Moolah Shah Ma- 
homed, this man first shot bim through the back, 
and then finished by cutting the ill-fated chief 
with his sword. The cause of the destruction 
of Meershumes ud Deen, is said to have been 
an improper or unnatural intimacy between him 
and a member of the murderer's- family. He was 
not, perhaps, much to be regretted, having usurp- 
ed the estate of an elder brother, and recently put 
several men to death. The prince of Shirauz 
had, however, ordered the murderer to be appre- 
hended. 

Sundayy 21 . — We started at 1 2^- 40o- and reach- 
ed another ruined caravansera at Kooshkehzerd at 
gh. 20™* A. M. distance about thirty miles. On our 
march to-day, we came up with an immense ca- 
ravan, and I was not a little astonished to ob- 
serve several of the last mules laden with coffins. 
I happened unfortunately to get to leeward of 
them, when my nostrils were assailed by the vilest 
stench of putrid bodies that can be imagined. On 
inquiry as to the organization of this disgusting 
dead troop which was acting as a Tear guard, I 
learnt the following particulars. 

The caravan we had overtaken was one of pil- 
I 
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grims, formed at stated times at Shirauz, for the 
purpose of proceeding to CurbuUa, Mecca, and 
Medina. On the death of a Mussuhnan, whose re«> 
latioos are determined to give him the fairest chance 
of a seat in hearen, the body is interred at Imaum 
Zadah Ismael» or some other Imaum Zadah, (or 
holj place,) until the usaal time for the departure 
of the caravan of pilgrims^ when it is removed from 
the grave, and transported for final interment to 
CurbuUa^ a place held to be consecrated by contain* 
ing the remains of Imaum Hussem. This caravan 
consists of an immense number of horses, mules, 
and asses laden with men, women, and children, 
proceeding on the pilgrimage. The ladies in their 
veils ride in a kind of chairs^ slung one on each side 
of a mule ; others liave something resembling a 
palanquin^ with curtains and double poles, slung 
on a pair of mules, called a Tukht i R&wan. The 
line of March of this band extends for some miles, 
and there cannot be less than 2000 souls attached 
to it The number of bodies I had no means of 
ascertaining. 

Monde^^ 99d. — Started at two, and arrived at 
the dirty caravansera of Dehgurdoo, distant twen- 
ty-two miles, at nine, A. M. We passed the camp 
of the pilgrims in the dark of the morning. 
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Tuesdagfj S3(i*>-*Marched at two, and, after an 
uninteresting march of twenty-five mileg, reached 
a handsome new caravansera at Yesdehkbaust, at 
nine, A. M. 

By sending on a part of our mules with the cook 
over night, we were generally enabled to breakfast 
soon after we reached our ground } after which» 
and smoking for an hour, we commonly went to bed 
for two or three hours. We dined between four and 
five, and went to bed before eight o'clock. As to 
dress, we wore the sheep-^in cap of Persia, and 
mustachoes ; in other respects we adhered to our 
own costume. 

From Shirauz we bad been accompanied by a 
young Persian gentleman, Mirza Ally Adbar, to 
whom we were introduced by Captain Bruce ; he 
was proceeding to Tebraun, to settle some busi* 
ness at court. 

Wednesday, 34/A.— Started at »»• 20»- A. M. and 
arrived at Mugadabad, or Muxudbeggy, distant 
about twenty miles at8*»^55"- The road good, 
and country generally barren, with several desert- 
ed villages, of which we had already seen many in 
Persia. The caravansera was of mud, and very 
dirty. Ch<^ped straw and barley were now the 
principal food of our ho^es and mules. 

Thimdai/, Jt5M.~Marched at 4^ 40«- Road 
good J arrived at Komesha af 8^ 35^ A. M. dis- 
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tance about 13 miles. Caravansera indifEerent. 
Town pretty large, chiefly built of mud, and half 
in ruins. 

Friday^ Z6th. — Reached Mayar, distant fifteen 
miles, in ^' 45°>- When within seven miles of this 
place my horse became lame, and I walked that 
part of the journey. Road and caravansera \ery 
good to day. 

Saturday, 27tt.— Moved off at 12^ 40"- A. M. 
and, after passing through a barren tract of black 
hills over a very good road, we came in sight of 
the city of Ispahan about eight o'clock. The first 
view was very striking. The whole valley in which 
it lies appeared covered with mosques, houses, 
manors, and beautiful gardens. We were met by 
a vast concourse of respectable-looking well-dress- 
ed people, who came out to conduct us to quarters 
in the palace which had been prepared tor our re- 
ception. Nothing could have been more flatter- 
ing, as little more attention could have been shown 
to ambassadors. We this day met Professor Rush, 
of the university of Copenhagen, on his way to In- 
dia, the languages of which, especially the San- 
scrit, he is desirous of acquiring. We passed through 
some fine gardens and bazars, and found the quar- 
ters about nine o'clock every thing we could wish. 
After breakfast we received a present of fruits and 
sweetmeats from the governor of Ispahan. 
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Sunday y Q&th. — ^In the evening we visited part of 
the palace which was adjacent to our quarters. la 
one square, a splendid hall of audience above 75 
feet in length, by 45 in breadth, with a propor^ 
tional heighth, and lined with mirrors and gilding, 
was well deserving of notice. One side was open 
to the square or garden, and supported upon four 
pillars, cased in small mirrors. Immediately in its 
front was a long basin of water, and the remains of 
a canal with fountains down the centre, extended 
to the opposite end of the garden. 

In th^ centre of the hall are the remains of a 
marble fountain, and behind it is a handsome arch- 
ed room, which is raised above the hall, and must 
have been the place of the throne in former days. 
The painted glass in a large window in the back 
of the recess has a fine effect. The hall is lined 
with Tabreez marble to a height of four feet all 
round ; and flowers and birds are represented in 
fine colours, but miserable workmanship. There 
are some wretched attempts at landscapes on the 
walls also^ which are any thing but ornamental. 
Several beams cross this building some feet under 
the roof, and, though covered with mirrors, disfi- 
gure it exceedingly ; nor are they of the slightest 
use, as they support nothing. All the Persian 
rooms I had yet seen have one very glaring and 
striking defect, which is a total neglect of the pro? 

i3 
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portions of their doors, many of which look like 
holes left by chance, and spoil the appearance of 
their best apartments. In another square of the 
palace we were introduced into a suite of princely 
chambers, the doors of which, and the paintings of 
fruits and flowers, were really extremely rich and 
beautifid. We this day intimated our intention of 
paying a visit to-morrow to the Begler Beggy, (lord 
of lords,) the title of the governor of Ispahan. 

Monday^ 29/*.— After breakfast, we went in foil 
dress to visit the governor, who received us very 
politely. Calyoons, coffee, fruit, and sweetmeats, 
were presented with the usual forms. The gover- 
nor was plainly dressed, with a scarlet cloak thrown 
over his shoulders. The room in which he receiv- 
ed us was a poor place, half finished. Fountains 
were playing in front, but every thing like splen*- 
dour was studiously avoided. We sat so long in 
the cross-legged position of the country, that when 
we rose to go away, my legs were cramped ; I 
could hardly stand, and with difficulty walked 
out of the room. From the governor's residence 
"^B rode through many bazars, which are occu- 
pied according to the different trades. Hie 
brasiers, the smiths, the carpenters, the mar- 
kers of horse-furniture, are all to be seen in their 
distinct and separate bazars. By this arranger 
ment a man may, without trouble, choose an artjr 
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^le for hknsd^ from all of its kind that the craft 
can produce. We this day visited the Cbeb^l 86*- 
toon« a «{dendid palace built by Shah Abbas the 
Oreat. The first view you have of the palace iS| 
as usual, from the e^ctremity <A' the garden in which 
it stands. The exterior of the Persian palaces 
never iborrasponds with their tnti^Mr magfiificence ; 
and I sever thought ooe of them spl«»did vmtil 
eitbet very near or actually within the buiidtng^ 

The Chehel Setoon has a long csmI iQ frrat^ 
with fine brmd walks ttm berth 8ides« In loicddng 
at the palace from the most distsurt pmnt» the ap- 
pearance of twenty handsome pillars cased in fmi^ 
rorsi «u{qK)rting a roof lined, as well as the walbi 
with the same materiala, is very beautiful no doubt ; 
but you must not carry your eye ^ibove the coiv 
nice of the buildings because the roof is, (t may 
say alwajrs,) shabby, and ought to be screened or 
coveted with a pediment If you grasp the build- 
iag at a ^nce, it must, as a whoky sufier much in 
the estimation <£ a man of any taste* Neverthe- 
less the Chehel Setoon is a splendid palace. The 
glass covers so much more space than the carved 
wood work in the interior, that it appears at a lit* 
tie distance as if the whole was farmed of mirrors 
only. At the four comers of the fbun^n in the 
centre of the firrt salooti, the four pillars ai*e sup- 
ported on marble balls, carved into the figures of 
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four lions» the shaft of the pillar resting on their 
united shoulders, and appearing by its weight to 
force their mouths open. They have a good ef- 
fect ; and when the fountains play, the mouths of 
the four lions that look towards the square basin, 
discharge spouts of water into it. This saloon is 
open on three sides, having canals down the gar- 
den opposite to each. The ceiling is painted in 
gold flowers, which are still fresh and brilliant ; 
and the blending of mirrors and gilding over the 
whole, makes it glitter with magnificent splendour. 
From the centre of this saloon an arched recess, 
a little raised, of the same workmanship, and em- 
bellished with portraits of favourites, leads to a 
hall that would not disgrace the most admired pa- 
lace in Europe. The length of this hall is seventy- 
five . feet by forty-five, having a lofty roof formed 
of domes and figures beautifully gilded and painted. 
The hall is decorated with three large paintings 
on each of its long sides, and immense painted 
glass windows at the ends. . The paintings pour- 
tray battles of Shah Ishraael with the Turks and 
IJsbeck Tartars, and Nadir Shah with Sultaun Ma- 
homed of India. The other one banqueting scenes, 
where the Great Shah Abbas is introduced, sur- 
rounded by beautiful noutch girls, (dancing girls,) 
musicians, and khans, entertaining another kingt 
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ftnd in the ftct of oflfering him wine. Though the 
painters knew nothing of the rules of perspective, 
still the pieces are done with so much spirit and 
life, and with such admirable colours, that they are 
extremely interesting, and are admirable records 
of the costumes, furniture, fashions, and style of 
past and remote ages. Shah Abbas is drawn witli- 
out a beard. The present king of Persia prides 
himself on the length of his, which, while he sits, 
is said to touch the ground. 

From the Chehel Setoon we visited the Ama- 
rut Noo, (or new palace,) erected by his present 
majesty, Futteh Ali Shah. It does credit to the 
workmen of the present day ( and without being 
on so grand a sotle, it resembles, in most points, 
the ancient palaces. 

I remarked a great deal of sameness in the style 
of laying out all the royal gardens and grounds in 
Ispahan ; straight walks, canals,' lines of the chi- 
nar trees, and high walls met the eye at every 
turn. 

Tuesday^ 39th. — This morning Dr. Lumsden and 
I went to get a view of the city from the Ali Capi 
Gate, from the top of which we had a very fine 
one. It is about one hundred feet high, and in a 
central situation. But Ispahan is seen to most 
advantage, on the first view you have of it from 
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the hflb on the Sfairauz road. From the t<^ 
of the gateway to which I have now alluded, the 
jmud roofs or roofiog of bridra of the same colour, 
which are general over the whK^e cityi have a dead, 
ugly appearance, which is only relieved by the 
chinar trees, and occasionalty a manor or dome 
faced with blue tiles. A great part of the city 
is in ruins. 

A letter from Captain WiUock, Britiah Ckctrge 

d'Ajffhires at the court of Tehraun, to Dr. Lumok 
den, announced to us this morning the death of 
our late revered sovereign King George JIL and 
that of his son the Duke of Kent. Captain WiUodi: 
forwarded a letter from the first minister of Peniim 
to his brother, the governor of this city, requesting 
that we might meet with every attention ; in caa^ 
sequence of which we were honoured with a visit 
from his excellency the governor of Ispahan in the 
evening, at whose request we determined on vi« 
siting several gardens, &c. instead of marching 
early to-morrow as we had intended. 

Wednesday, 91^^.-^ Accompanied by one of the 
governor's men, we visited the Armenian church 
at Jod&, a quarter of the city in which all the 
Christians live. In consequence of an order frraa 
the governor that we tnight be treated with all 
diMB respect, the chief priest, at the head of a close 
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column of inferioiB^ came out to meet us in iroot 
of the church* He was extremely polite in point* 
img out the beauties of it ; and we were rather 8ur« 
ptiised to find it» though small, yet a handsome 
edifice^ adorned with many tolerable paintings of 
Scriptural subjects* We were conducted to the 
house of the priest adjoining^ where fruits and cof- 
fee were presented to us. I understand that this 
Armenian colony has been settled at Ispahan for 
several centuries^ and now consists of about 500 
families. But it is said that in the time of 
Shah Abbas, 000 years ago, there were 12,000 
houses of Armenians, and twenty-four of th^ 
churches in. Joolfa. This diminution of the Ar- 
menian inhabitants, who were entirely engaged 
in trade, is said to have been the main cause of 
the decline in the wealth and popiUation of Ispa* 
han. 

On returning from Joolfa, we passed along the 
banks of the river Zaiande-Roode, from which Is* 
pahan is supplied with all the water requisite both 
for use and ornament It ^^ clear Umpid stream, 
and has several pretty bridges thrown over it. 
The bri^^es have two tiers of arches, and look ex« 
tremely picturesque. The lower tier consistsof larger 
arches for the passage of the water, and the upper 
supports a sort of covered way on both sides of 
the road along the bridge. The population of Is- 
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pahan has been said to extend to 400,000 souls^ 
but from the very ruinous state of the city, I ques* 
tion if it contains half that number. It was from 
this city Nadir Shah marched when he invaded 
India in 17^9* and returned with a booty of up- 
wards of thirty millions of money. 

Having sent off our baggage and servants, we 
mounted at two o'clock, P. M. and after riding 
along covered bazars, for upwards of half an hour, 
we turned our backs on Ispahan. We passed 
over some salt marshes, and at a quarter past five, 
p. M. reached a handsome caravansera at Guez, 
distant fifteen miles from Ispahan, 

June Irf, Thursday. — Started at ^ 40«- A. M • 
a fine moonlight morning, and passing over a bar- 
ren tract, on one point of which Nadir Shah gained 
a decisive victory over Ashriff, the Afghan chief. 
We arrived at Mourchekourd at eight o'clock. Ca- 
ravansera new and commodious. Distance twenty- 
five miles. 

Friday^ Qd. — ^At 2*^ 25"*- marched along a fine 
road, but over a vile igprile country, until we enter- 
ed the fertile valley of Sow, at the caravansera of 
which we made our appearance at 9^ 10™- A. M. 
where we had good clean quarters. Distance 
marched 25^ miles. 

Saturday, 3a.— Started at 4*>- 10"- and travelling 
through a country affording beautiful views of 
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mountain scenery, arrived at Kohrood, one of the 
most fertile and highly cultivated spots we had 
met within Persia, at 9^ 40™* Distance fifteen 
miles. On the march we met Captain Gordon on 
his way from Ockotsk via Siberia, through which, 
and other parts of the Russian Empire, he had 
been travelling since the month of October last ; 
he had come about eleven thousand miles, some- 
times at the rapid rate of two thousand five hun- 
dred miles in fourteen days, over the snow, and 
dragged by post-horses in sledges. Captain Gor- 
don went from Calcutta to Ochotsk on a trading 
speculation, which had entirely failed ; and, as his 
ship had returned to India, and he had no pros- 
pect of a passage back by sea, he formed the bold 
resolution of returning as I have stated. He 
had been repeatedly detained, and carried far out 
of his way to the different Rus^an authorities, be- 
fore he was permitted to proceed. 

Sunday y Uh. — Started at 2^- 15"- A. M. and ar- 
rived at Kaushoon, at nine o'clock. Distance 
twenty-six miles ; road bad and little interesting. 
Fine ^iry quarters in the king's garden. Kau- 
shopn -appears to be a large populous town. 

Monday, dth. — ^Marched at S**- lO"*- A. M. and 
arriyed at a. very superior caravansera, at Seinsin^ 
at 91*- 20™* On the march we saw that ocular de- 
ception, called by the Persians, Suraub. At some 
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distance ofi^ it appeared as if we were approaching 
a large sheet of water surrounded by trees ; as 
we advanced^ the appearance of the wat» vanish- 
ed« and the trees only remained. Distance twenty 
miles one iurlong. 

Tuesdaiff 6th. — L^ the Seinsin caravansera at 
3^ 15n- and arrived at Passaungoon caravansera 
at S^ 40«* Distance 91 miles. Near the former 
was a ruined village of considerable extent ; here 
we had a distinct view of another^ in a simitar 
condition. In f act» we frequently wandered frrai 
one stage to another without seeing a human 
being, or even a human abode. Here it may be 
truly said. 



-The plain forsakea lies. 



'* A dreary waste* expanding to the skies/* 

June 7th, Wednesday. — Marched at 4^. lO™- A.M. 
and arrived soon after eight o'clock at the town 
of Koom, which is half in ruins. Here many 
storks have built their nests on the tops of spires, 
in the midst of the town, and it is curious to 
observe them feeding their young. The distance 
is sixteen miles ; road bad ; caravansera in the 
middle of the town indifferent. TTie people 
appeared inqusitive enough, and collected in the 
place to annoy us a little during the day. The 
mountain of Dirmaurund, half way between Teh- 
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rauti and the Caspian Sea, had been in sight for 
the last three dap. 

Thursday, 8*.~We left Koom at IK 25"- A. M. 
and when aboat twelve miles from it, we passed 
a celebrated enchanted hill, called Gedden Gilmarep 
*^ who goes never returos/* In passing it, Mirza 
Ally Acbar, the Persian gentleman who accom* 
panied us» said that the people believed that he wha 
was bold enough to gain its summit had no chance 
of ever returning* It is a bill of salt» so much c£ 
this substance being mixed with the earth that it 
had the appearance of a fall of snow partially 
melted ; and incrustations of large size, and several 
inches thicks were formed of pure white salt on 
small streams that run down from the mountain* 
Within the last few days we had seen many 
earless marmots. These are small animals, of a 
light colour, with reddish hairs on the neck, no 
tails, and leap like rabbits. Arrived at TrasnaJs 
distance about 3S miles, at 9^ 40«^ 

Friday f Qth. — Made a short march of four miles 
to Baug-e^Sbaik, where our quarters were in an 
old tower, in which we were extremely luusomfort* 
able. Thermometer at three o^clock P. M. 96*». 
This day we met another body in a coffin on the 
back of a horse, on its route to join the caravan 
proceeding to CurbuUa. 
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Saturday, 10<fe.—Marched at 2»>- 55^ A. M. over 
a pretty good road» and reached a caravansera at 
Daung, distant about twenty-four miles at 8^ 45<°- 

Sunday, llth. — Started at 3*»- 10"- and arrived 
at the end of our intended march, Ajeeb, distant 
twenty-one miles, at 8^* SO"- ; but here we found 
our advanced party of servants had gone on, from 
a yrant of supplies of every kind at this place ; and 
we had nothing left for it but to follow them. At 
half past eleven o'clock we arrived at Arrah Sung, 
distant about thirty-two miles from Daung. Our 
quarters were indifferent, being in a private house. 
This, indeed, was almost invariably the case when 
we had not a caravansera to resort to. I cannot 
help, again remarking what admirable accommo- 
dations those establishments generally afford to 
travellers. We had frequently a pretty good din- 
ing-room for the party, and one bed-room . each, 
besides plenty of stabling for horses and mules, 
and good lodging for our servants. If a stream of 
water does not pass the caravansera, it is almost 
invariably supplied with that indispensable element 
from ambarahSf or large covered reservoirs, in 
which a sufficient quantity of rain water is collect- 
ed for the whole yean Each Caravansera has ge- 
nerally a man and his family in charge of it, who 
supply, or procure for travellers, eggs, bread and 
butter, fowls, &c. 
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From seeing such splendid public houses, many 
of which have been built in this king's reign, one 
would be apt to suppose the empire in a flourish* 
ing state j but the reverse was to be inferred from 
the fact, that we had as yet rarely seen a trace 
of cultivation between one resting-place and ano- 
ther. 

The Turkish language only is. now understood 
by the common people. 

During the latter part of this day's march, we 
had a very extraordinary looking hill on our right, 
near the road. Its appearance was that of one 
having fire in its bowels, which was ready to burst 
into a flame. In the rear of this hill, but many 
miles distant, immense mountains covered with 
snow closed our view. 

Monday^ I2th. — Set ofi^ at S^ 40^ and arrived 
at Sugsabad a few minutes after six, A. M. We got 
into very good quarters, (through the influence of 
our muleteer,) in a private house. Distance march- 
ed this day about nine miles. 

Tuesday, 13th. — Started at one o'clock, A. M. ; 
a good road ; country more populous, and better 
cultivated than any we had yet seen in Persia. We 
reached Parsin, distant about S6 miles, at nine, 
and quartered in an indifferent private house. That 
portion of our baggage and servants which was left 
behind, did not join us until 1^- W^ P. M. The 

K 
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time autually occupied on the march from Our 
inounting at one place to our dismountiiig at the 
next, is trhat I have inserted. We used to keep 
our horses at their quickest rate of walkiig, so that 
they occasionally broke into a jog trot. 

WedMsdatfs 14/A.— We marched over an exceU 
lent road, through a country well cultivated com*' 
pared to what we had met with, and arrived at 
Khoremdera at eight, having left Parsin at three, 
distance about 20 miles ; quarters good. The si- 
tuation, gardens, streams, &c. rendered thisaspret* 
ty a village as any we had seen in Persia. 

Tftttrsday^ lAfA.*— Marched after day*break to 
Saingaula; distance about eight miles. On the 
way we killed a hare and a brace of wild fowl. 

Friday i l6tA.— We reached Sooltauneea, distant 
eighteen miles, by breakfast time, and occupied an 
indifferent bouse close to the king's summer resi- 
dence at this place. A Persian chief, whose name 
was Mahomed Usoof, with 1500 cavalry, encamp'* 
ed near us, waiting the arrival of the king, who was 
expected here in a few days, to spend the hot sea- 
son. 

Saturday f VJth. — ^We went to take a peep at the 
Perdan ctfmp from a distance, this morning. It 
was increiEWttng every hour, by the arrival of small 
parties of horse from all quarters. There were 
several large double-poled tents in the camp ; all 



the others were small white ones, pitdied in Imes. 
We saw parties of the soldiers taking their horses 
€Mt to graze^ every man riding and leading ano- 
ther horse. The ammak on which they were 
mounted appeared indeed finer tempered than the 
horses of the Bengal native cavalry, but not supe- 
rior in size or shape. 

Abdullah Mirza, one of the princes of the blood, 
who had just arrived from Zunjaun, passed us. 

Sunday^ 18A.— On this day's march we passed 
the encsanprnent of Mahomed Ally Mirza, prince 
of Zunjaun. There was nothing superb in tlie ap- 
pearance of his tents. Our route led us parallel to 
the valley of Zunjaun, which is well wooded, cul- 
tivated, and watered. Zunjaun is a pi^tty large 
town, mth a good bazar, and two caiavanseras. 

Mondagj \9th. — ^We had a bad road, covered 
with stones the greater part of the mardi to Ar- 
magfaana, which is a small village. We fbuod good^ 
quarters in a private house, through the aid of a 
Persian gentleman who had been sent here by the 
king cm some duty. 

Tuesday f 20/&. — ^Tbe road still worse than yes- 
terday. We procured quarters in a private house 
at Aukhund, a small place on the summit of a 
hiU. 

Wednesday f 21^^---We procured a guide to shew 
us the way, which proved very intricate, and the 

k2 
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fellow carried us a considerable distance off the 
road, before we discovered the mistake. This was 
one of the most interesting marches we have had 
for a long time past. By the route we took, though 
not the most direct, the ascent of tiie mountain 
Kauflan Ko was very gradual, and we moved along 
its ridge for several miles. The sides of the road 
presented innumerable wild flowers ; the hills were 
covered with verdure, on which herds of cattle and 
sheep were grazing } many parts were cultivated 
without irrigation, which was quite novel to us, 
that laborious operation being indispensable in the 
south of Persia. 

The view on either side of the ridge or chain of 
hills on which we were moving was very singular. 
It was quite a bird's eye view of hills and dales to 
a great extent, until terminated on both sides by 
snowy mountains. The descent from the moun- 
tain was by a deep glen, in which I observed vines 
growing wild and luxuriant on the banks of a moun- 
tain stream, so small that it was frequently lost in 
the sand, and again bubbled forth some yards lower 
down. After gaining the plain, a small mule on 
which I rode, in attemping to pass a ditch, stuck 
up to its belly in mud, and obliged me to dismount 
and scramble out the best way I could, and drag 
the poor beast after me. When in sight of Meana, 
we crossed the river Rood Kouch Meana, over a 
bridge of 13 arches, and arrived at the village at 
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elevep o'clock, where many attempts to procure 
quarters proved vain ; but at last we succeeded. 
While looking out for a place, we went to the 
house of the governor, or head man of the village, 
^ho was absent j after waiting there a few minutes, 
i¥e were asked to walk in, and were politely receiv- 
ed by two sons of the khan. " Kosh Amedhed,*' 
said the younger, (a boy of twelve years old,) 
with all the gravity of a sage; and he continu- 
ed to conduct himself^ observing the usual ceremo- 
nies at visits during our stay. It is really quite 
amusing to see children, who in our country would 
hardly be out of the nursery, so observing and at- 
tentive to forms, as to officiate as host in the ab- 
sence of their father, with all the ease and grace 
which we only look for in mature years. Before 
leaving this place, we sent for specimens of the much 
dreaded bug (MuUa) or hum-bug of Meana, the 
bite of which is said to produce ill health and death 
at the expiration of a few weeks or months. The 
only cure is to wrap one's self up in the warm hide 
of a newly killed bullock \ but the insect seldom 
bites natives, though fatal to strangers. It inha- 
bits the 'mud walls of old houses, and, according 
to the specimens we saw, is a little blackish round 
insect, with a paper-looking rim surrounding the 

body. 

k3 
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Thurnday^ 32d«— The commencement of this 
day's march was very picturesque. The road wound 
round many pretty hills and rocks, and up the side 
of a valley, in which there was a fine stream of wa- 
ter. Every quarter of a mile presented a new and 
pleasing prospect. We had come but a short distance 
from Meana when we met some of the soldiers of 
the'prince of Tabreez, Abbas Mirza, from whom we 
learnt that his Royal Highness was in the rear. 
For miles, baggiage on mules and camels, and par- 
ties of two or three horsemen, came straggling 
along the road without order or arrangement. At 
a turn of the road we came in sight of a gay look- 
ing troop» in scarlet cloaks, riding along in a close 
column. They proved to be no less characters 
than the prince's ladies, and might have been fif- 
teen in number. On seeing us they went a short 
distance off the highway, to allow us to pass. All the 
ladies in this country are in the habit of accompany- 
ing their lords on horseback, and making very long 
marches of twenty or thirty miles. In the prince's 
establishment I only observed one takhUirmian^ 
which was handsome, being covered with scarlet 
ckAh, carried by two mules, and accompanied by 
a couple of soldiers. After riding some miles far- 
ther on, we came in sight of the prince, accompa- 
nied by an escort of about 100 men, well mount- 
ed, two or three in advance to clear the way, and 
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the rest m olcNSie order immediately ia bk rear. 
We drew up our hojraes, paraUel to the road, and 
s9J|uted him ^ he passed. Some of the people cflU 
ed out to m to disinount & but we had oot time to 
^so when th9 priuqe turned rwud and beckoned 
to US to <!Qm« tP him ; upop which we immediate* 
ly rode up alopg side of him. He then asked what 
couutcyin^a w« wwe ; and finding we were Eng- 
Ualunenft he was ei^tremely polite, and paid us more 
flattering q^Maipliments than I can well recollect. 
Btttf atPQAg many, he said that the English were 
the only ^^luropeans he admired ; that he had sea 
Vigriii in bis service, and they bad served him with 
their talents and their blood. In the latter remark 
h« probably alluded to Captain Christie, who waa 
l^ed when in the Persian service, during their 
war with the Russians. 

Prince Abbas Minsa is a handsome, soldier* 
looking man, of a darker complexion than the 
Prince of Shirans, but with more animation in his 
countenance, and possessed of much more intelli* 
gencet He w^ plainly dr^uied, but well mounted. 
He asked Dr, Lumsden from what part of Britain 
we came, whether from England or Scotland. He 
then asked to what service I bdkmged ; and, on 
being told the artiltery, be immediately inquired 
whether the horse <>t foot. He also inquired to 
what branch Mn Law belonged, and seemed per* 
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fectly aware of the different descriptions of force 
composing the British army. We retraced our 
steps with the prince for about a quarter of an 
hour, during which he kept up a spirited conver- 
sation with Dn Lumsden. He said that he ad- 
mired the English above all for their undeviaiing 
veracity, as they never rwervedjrom the truth. He 
made kind inquiries as to how we had been treated 
in Persia, and how we meant to prosecute our 
journey from Tabreez ; to the latter question Dr, 
Lumsden said we meant to go via Teflis, Russia^ 
&c., and that he believed the route of Constan- 
tinople was not open ; to which the prince replied 
that there had been a report that a misunderstand- 
ing existed between him and the Turkish govern- 
ment, but that it was entirely without foundation^ 
and we might find the road perfectly safe. When 
the prince gave us permission we saluted him, 
and went on our course again. Prince Abbas 
Mirza was on his way to pay his respects to his 
father at Sooltaunea. We were told at Tabreez 
that this prince is given to avarice, which is cer- 
tainly one of the most degrading and most perni- 
cious vices that can stain the dignity of a royal 
person. It deserves, however, to be mentioned, as 
indicating a superior mind in Abbas Mirza, that 
he has sent Persians for education to England. 
In like manner he sent one of his learned men to 
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Indian who wrote for his use an interesting account 
of om* transactions and institutions in Hindostan« 

The king has declared his wish that this prince 
should succeed him on the throne ; and it is said 
that on the whole princes being assembled before his 
majesty, he ordered his other sons to salute the fa- 
vourite as their future sovereign, when Mahomed. 
Ally, Prince of Kerananshah, (the eldest son,) repli- 
ed, that he hoped his majesty might live for many 
years, but as to the succession, tJie sword should de- 
termine that. The policy of the Persian government, 
during this reign, has been tp make the princes 
governors of provinces ; and thus to entrust them 
with little less than supreme power. This poUcy 
has given peace to the reigning monarch and to 
the state ; but it promises to produce a dreadful 
scene of anarchy and bloodshed at his death. The 
utmost exertions of the different brothers will be 
made to gain the throne ; and the strongest must 
clear the state of the dthers, by cutting off the 
heads, or putting out the eyes of those that are 
not fortunate enough to escape in safety from the 
kingdom. The prime minister followed some miles 
in rear of the prince, in a buggy, the only wheel* 
ed carriage I had seen in Persia. 

It is said that the present monarch of Persia has 
about fifty sons, and as many daughters, living, and 
that at le^t an equal number of his progeny are 
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deceased ; so that his whole family must have ex- 
ceeded fOO* He is at present enly about Bhy 
years of age. More than twenty of the eldor sons 
are governors of cities and provinces } but I have 
already observed that Abbas Mirza» the second 
SOD) is the king's favourite. 

We arrived this day at Turkmaun^afaea» ivheie 
we had good quarters, and the nicest butter ibr 
breakfast I had tasted since I left Bengal In the 
evening I walked out ibr a few minutes, and col- 
lected on a hill close to our house a great many 
flowers of all descriptions and colours. 

Friday^ 98d.-^TkkQ countiy, through which we 
now passed, was much more populous and culti- 
vated than any we had before seen. This may, 
in some measure, be attributed to climate, but 
more so to the superior government, as we never 
saw deserted villages now. There was no accom- 
modation to be found in the little village of Kar- 
rachummun ; and we were, in consequence, obliged 
to take up a position under a few trees, which, to- 
gether with a blanket which my servant put up, 
aflbrded me protection from a scorching mid-day 
sun. I generally Blept in the open air at night, on 
the top of a house or caravansera, if possible. 

Saturday^ 24/ft.-»We arrived at Oojaun twenty 
minutes before ten o'clock in the morning, and oc- 
cupied one of the arches of a bridge of three, which 
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is thrown across the stream that waters this valley. 
The water passes under the other two, and we 
found our quartera pretty comfortable. In the 
centre of the valley, which is covered with culti- 
vation w fine pasturage, stands a good4o<^ing 
house belonging to the prince of Tabreez. 

SvMtafff S5/^«-— The first parfc of this day's march 
was rather pleasant We rode on at a trot, for a 
couple of hours, after which the road became very 
bad fiom loose sand and stones. A servant of Ci^t 
WiUock's met us on the road, and conducted us to 
Tabreez, the approach to which was through roads 
Kned yri^ gardens, the trees of which at this time 
exhibited a fine crop of all kinds of fruits. Captain 
WiUock received us veiy politely. He gave us an 
elegant breakfast, at which we had excellent her- 
rings from the Caspian Sea ; and after breakfast 
Captain Hart, of his Britannic Majesty's 65th regi* 
ment, came to see us. As Captain Willock could 
not conveniently accommodate so formidable a par« 
ty. Dr. Lumsden only remained with him ; Mr. 
Law got a room at Dr. Cormick's, and I had a very 
nice one at Captain Hart's. All the gentlemen, 
our countrymen here, were extremely kind and 
hospitable. Captain Willock had engaged our party 
to dine with the Russian Charg6 d'A£bires, Mr. 
Miserawitcb, at whose house we bad a choice en- 
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tertaiiiment in the French style. We formed a' 
party of about fifteen Europeans, viz. Russians, 
French, and English. I could not help being much 
gratified by the kind attention of those fordgners. 

Monday, Juhf 3d.— We mounted at a quarter 
before five o'clock, P. M. and started from Tabreez, 
accompanied by Captains Willock, Hart, and Camp- 
bell, and Dr. Cormick, for several miles, when they 
took leave, and we oflered them a thousand thanks 
for their great kindness during the seven days we 
sojourned there. To Captain Hart I am under 
particular obligations, for his extreme attention to 
my little wants and comforts, during this period of 
rest. No man, who has not been similaiiy situated, 
can fancy to himself the pleasure of nreeting with 
a hearty welcome, and all the comforts oi English 
living, after wandering among an ignorant and 
barbarous people for hundreds of miles, in the 
course of which nothing like comfort could be look- 
ed for. 

Tabreez is an extensive but poor city, not having 
fine bazars or large buildings of any description to 
boast of. The frequency of earthquakes may, in 
some measure, deter men from rearing good houses 
to«day, which may, by a single shock, kiss the 
earth to-morrow. Indeed there was a slight earth- 
quake while we were there. There are a great 
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many superior gardens all round the city, to which 
I paid repeated visits ; and from the summit of the 
ruins of a Turkish fort without, and the tower of 
a building (ako constructed while the country 
was ruled by the Turks) within the city, I had x 
superior view of it. Tabreez is surrounded by a 
high mud wall and deep ditch, with out- works 
thrown up to cover the gateways. The city might 
hold out against a Persian force for a time ; but its 
defences are too contemptible to withstand a regu- 
lar Russian force for a couple of days. 

There is at Tabreez an European lady residing 
with her husband, a native of Persia, to whom she 
was married during his residence in England, 
whither he had been sent for his education by 
Abbas Mirza. He is a gun-smith, an excellent 
workman, and in other respects a man of consi- 
derable merit. He treats his wife with great kind- 
ness, yet there is much to be said against the 
propriety of such matches, which of late have be- 
come frequent. 

This part of Persia contains mines of lead, cop« 
per, tin, and coaL A few years ago a gentleman 
of the name of Williamson offered to open and work 
the copper mines, on fair terms. The work was 
actually begun, and a quantity of copper sent to 
the Prince, who, though sensible of the great value 
of such an undertaking, and even after agreeing 
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to the conditions, broke oS^ from a fear of €ke 
gentleman's making too much. Mr. Williamson 
returned to Europe ; and thus the earth still retains 
her treasures. Some men contracted to perform a 
certain work for 17,000 tomauns. I think it waa 
the erection of a small piece of fortification. When 
finished, the performance was surveyed and approv- 
ed of, and the men were paid. A. short time after- 
wards, it was hinted to the Prince that the con- 
tractoiB had accomplished the job for 14,000: 
'' Oh! is that the case? Send them here,'' said 
the Prince. The people came, and after suffering 
a severe bastinading, they were dbliged to refund 
the difference So mudi for Persian faith and Ab-* 
bas Mirza. 

That part of the Persian territories, which rests 
on the shores of the Caspian Sea, produces wood 
ci every description, and iruit without culture, to 
such an extent that the natives send into the 
woods for all they require. My informer on Uds 
subject, Mr. Armstrong, whose local knowledge is 
very extensive, and to be relied on, reports, that 
the climate on the Caspian shores is very inferior 
to that of Tabreez, being very moist and hot; 
and that the people are unhealthy. Large fields 
of rice are cultivated ; and the exhalations from 
them must always prove prejudicial to health. At 
this season they have generally heavy falls of rain. 
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while^ at the ^stance of 100 miles from the tsea, 
tbe lur is as diy as possible, and not a drop falls* 

It is supposed that the Prince of Tabreez has eti- 
tered ioto engagements mih the Russian govem- 
m^it, tx> insure him their support, in the expected 
cootest for the Persian throne. The probability is, 
that he may giro them a province or two, in the 
first instance, and ultimately become a mere tool 
in the hands of the Emperon Indeed die Russian 
gentlemen t£Jk very confidently, of the intention of 
their government to take the lead in the Persian 
councils in future ; and some of their officers have 
spdcen of the invasion of British India as not at all 
so desperate an undertaking. It were a pity to 
waken them from so charming a dream. 

Tuesd^, 4^-i«-A long and very hot march 
to Mahraund, which we did not reach until half 
past eleven, A. M« On dismounting I found my- 
self stiff and uncomfortable ; afid, as break&st was 
not ready, I went to the warm baths in tbe town, 
and derived the utmost benefit from them* la^ 
deed, I cannot &ncy any thing more renovating to 
a wearied traveller. Tlie attendant at the baths 
proposed to colour the hair of my mustachoes and 
whiskers black, according to the Persian taste, 
which, though a simple and harmless operation, I 
declined. 
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Wednesday 9 5th.— We found the sun very power- 
ful, and were glad to get to our journey's end, at 
Ghurgbur, SS mfles. 

Thursday^ 6ih. — Marched at ^b. 5m- A. M. and 
within two hours crossed the Araxes of the an- 
cients, on a flat bottomed boat, and entered Arme- 
nia. At the end of six hours we were in sight of 
Mount Ararat. 

> Friday f 7th.'— We intended to march overnight, 
and I lay down in my clothes to wait the arrival of 
our baggage horses ; but, after calling for them^ 
from time to time, during the night, the morning 
made its appearance, and we were constrained to 
halt a day, from the misconduct of our muleteer. 
We had been, for two days past, quartered in the 
house of an Armenian family, in which there were 
some pretty women and fine children. 

Saturday, 8th. — Marched last night at seven 
P. M. and I made the best of my way until two 
A. M. when the Mehmaindar, my servant, (an Ar- 
menian, whom I hired at Tabreez, and who proved 
an uncommonly smart fellow,) another traveller, and 
myself^ laid our carpets down and slept soundly on 
a hill for a couple of hours; while our horses 
plucked what they could get around us. At four 
we again mounted, and reached Shared at six 
o'clock A. M. Our resting place to-day was a 
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Village^ in a highly cultivated valley^ amply supplied 
with waiter, 

Sunday^ 9th.— We halted this day, in consequence 
of Dr. Lumsden's being so fatigued as to be unable 
to proceed. 

Monday, 10th. — We mounted last night at seven 
o'clock, and arrived at DaivuUoo^ a village of Ar- 
menia, near the base of Mount Ararat, at half-past 
one o'clock this morning. On the march yester- 
day evening, before it became dark, I had a nearer 
view of Mount Ararat, which consists of two co- 
nical mountains, of great height, one of which 
has its summit covered with perpetual snow. I 
saw the Araxes flowing under me to the left, 
in a direction nearly parallel to our line of march. 
The world does not contain a nobler object for 
* contemplation or reflection, than the sacred moun- 
tain on which the wreck of the antediluvian world 
rested, after the destruction of every living crea- 
ture, except the few that were saved to replenish 
the earth. It is still believed by the inhabitants of 
the surrounding country that the ark of Noah rests 
in the snow on the inaccessible summit of this 
mountain. 

Tuesday^ 11/A.— We arrived at Erivan about 
three, A.M. Mr. Middletonof the Bengal civil ser- 
vice joined us, and went off again in advance, in the 

L 
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forenoon. !&ivan is one of the most romantic spots 
I have seen in Persia.. We were quartered in the 
house of an establishment of Armenian Priests, 
w))ich stands very high, immediately over the 
banks of the Zauger, a rapid river, rushing over 
tockSf and winding round the fort of Erivan, with 
a beautiful sweep. There was a water mill close 
to us on this side the river, a pretty garden-house 
of the khan's on the other, beyond which was a 
highly cultivated and well wooded valley, bounded 
by Mount Ararat. 

Hie fort of Erivau is famous for a successful re- 
sistance it itlade in the year 1808, against a Rus- 
sian division, which besieged it, under General 
Godovitch. It is said that the besiegers were 
repulsed after getting within the body of the place. 
The !dwin who defended it, andwbo is very proud 
of the exploit, is, I understaod, still its governor. 

Wednesday^ I9,th. — I went to inspect the place, 
and would not advise his Excellency to be too 
eon^dent ef a similar result, should the Russians 
feel disposed to repeat the visit. The fort is small, 
built of mud, with i^ones mixed, which would 
tumble down in fine style before a well served 
battery. Besides, the place is txKnmanded by an 
eminence within ^00 yards to the westward of 
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It unfortmiatdiy happened that Dv« Lomsden 
had been, for some days, labouring uodef no Mack 
of fever and ague. We were now in the middle 
(rf our journey, in the very heart of the continent 
of Asia MinoF, withoat the aid of wheeled car* 
riageSy or litters of any kind, and Teflis, (more 
than a bundled miles distant,) the ne*est town 
to which we could look for medical aid. We this 
day received a present of fish and wine from tlie 
bishop of the Armenian church at Euchclissia, 
or Schmeatzee, which wa» accompanied by a splen^ 
did Armeman letter, decorated with various orna- 
ments. This church is situated near Ararat, and 
is said to be one of the oldest Christian establish- 
ments in the world. The bishop's letter I have 
kept as a curiosity, for the gratification of my 
frietids. The Honourable Mr. Law, being anxious 
to proceed on his journey, here left us. 

Friday, 14/A.— We got up at midnight, for the 
purpose of leaving Erivan ; but the want of * 
guide detained us, when our host, an Armenian 
priest, mounted his steed, and volunteered his ser^ 
vices, ef which we were glad to avail ourselves ; 
and we reached a miserable hovel at Ashterrefc, 
an Armenian village on the banks c^ the Carpee, 
in a few hours. Dr. Lumsden found himself bet-> 
ter to-day, and we were in hopes that change of 
air might prove of service to him ; at any rate, we 

L 2 
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were well out of Erivan, which is reputed as ex- 
tremely unhealthy, 

Saturday^ 15<A.— Started about one o'clock 
this morning. The road proved very bad, but we 
soon lost it, and were obliged to go to sleep on a 
hill, and wait for day-light. This march was 
considerably longer than we expected, and my 
sick friend was so fatigued that he could hardly 
stand when he dismounted from his horse. 

Abberhaun, instead of being a fit place for an ex- 
hausted traveller, is pothing but a fine ruin of an 
Armenian church, in the midst of half-buried frag- 
ments of houses. Had it not been for a few en- 
campments of Turkish llyauts, who kindly sup- 
plied us with a share of their humble fare, we 
might have starved. Our servants unfortunately 
lost their way, and we had nothing but a little 
bread and butter to-day. This was a sad situation 
for my fellow-traveller. To a man in my hfealth 
it was nothing ; but I felt for him exceedingly, 
without having the means of relieving him. For 
several days he had not eaten an ounce of food ; 
and our last bottle of brandy, which had been 
his only support, was now expended. I made 
a bed for him in a corner of one of the aisles of 
the church, the only place which retained the 
roof; and he was as comfortable as circumstances 
would admit. After this I took up a position for 
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myself on the altar, at the opposite end of the 
building. I was, however, amused by a Turkish 
family of women and children, who came to spend 
the day under the shade of the same venerable 
pile. The women were unveiled, and one of them 
a very pretty girl. While the whole women, girls, 
and boys were engaged in spinning worsted thread, 
or weaving it into stockings, they sung verses of^ 
songs by turns j and their music, though wild, 
was far from being devoid of harmony. This 
little group was not at all annoyed at my pre- 
sence ; but one of them, seeing a grave old Turk* 
ish Ilyaut coming towards us from the tents, 
made a signal to the rest, when they brought their 
song to an untimely end, and fled like a flock of 
chickens from a hawk. So soon as I got rid of 
the old fellow they returned, and served to be- 
guile a dreary enough day j for I had no books 
with me, (my servant having carried them away,) 
and my companion dosed for hours, quite over- 
come by his exertions. I must not omit to men* 
tion that the old Turk was very kind, and of^ 
fered us one of the tents in his camp ; but my friend 
was too ill to admit of a removal, though the dis^ 
tance was not a mile. 

I have mentioned, in a former page, my having 
seen the figure of a lion, by way of a tomb-stone, 
ip the lower part of Persia. To this I may now 
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add, that since we left Ts^rees I had observed 
that of Doomba aheep, (large tailed species^) and 
of a horse witii saddle and bridle* 

Sunday f iSth.-^My frietid reiDained extremely 
ill, but I had persuaded him to take isome medi- 
cine, which I trusted might be of service. Aa 
we were onlj thirty miles distant from a Russian 
post, after a consultation it was determined that I 
should repair to it and endeavour to procure some 
^ort of carriage. For this purpose I mounted about 
noon, accompanied by my Armenian servant and 
per muleteer. The day was cloudy, with slight 
showers of rain. We got on without intemiption 
until we reached the middle of a deep glen, when 
two armed men, whose horses I had observed 
grazing, came to us, and endeavoured to stop our 
progress, on some pretext or other. We were just 
about to come to blows, one fellow having drawn 
his sword, and I a loaded pistol, when my attend** 
ants satisfied them by some explanation. I was 
told that the fellows were soldiers of a Persian 
chiefi entrusted with the charge of the passes in , 
his quarter } but, for all I knew, they might have 
been robbers. After this afiair we ascended a 
steep hill, and from its summit I had my first view 
of Georgia, than which I cannot conceive a terres- 
trial scene more sublime. Clouds rolled over 
clouds, partly screening the surrounding moun- 
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tains, which were elothed with magnificent forests ; 
and the verdure on both sides of the foot path was 
most luxuriant, consisting of rich clover and high 
grass, interspersed with flowers of all colours, form- 
ing as rich and variegated a carpet as ever was un- 
folded by the hand of nature. Sueh a scene, at 
this delightful season, reminds one of the beauti- 
fill lines of the Roman poet : 

. ** Nunc omm a^, nunc omuis partarit Arboa^ 

'* Nunc frondent «ylvap, nunc formosiseimus annus." 

The path led me almost the whole way along 
the banks of a fine mountain stream ; and what a 
relief to the eye were the hanging woods of Geor- 
gia, after being quite satiated with the naked 
mountains of Persia ! About half-past six o'clock 
in the evening, I reached the Russian cantonment 
of Caraclissia \ and felt some degree of delighjt oh 
fieeing once more European soldiers and Christians 
around me. I repaired to the quarters of the com- 
mandant, a Georgian prince, who happeifed to be 
out at the moment, but soon made his appearance, 
and received me in the most courteous manner. 

This prince is civil governor and commandant 
of the troops in this district, a Georgian by birti», 
and a distinguished soldier in the Russian army. 
He .wears many medals conferred by the Emperor 
for his services, and is an intelligent, smart looking 
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officer* He could not speak French ; but, throug^b 
the medium of a gentleman who understood that 
language, as well as the Russian, I explained to 
him the object of my journey ; on which he was 
kind enough to ofier the use of a carriage for my 
relation, and every assistance in his power. The 
Russian officers dress pretty well, With the ex- 
ception <^ their sashes^ their uniform is plain and 
neat. The men are well clad and accoutred ; hav- 
ing large-sized muskets with bayonets, and swords. 
The latter keep dangling on the legs, and must be 
9L great incumbrance on a long march. The ser- 
vile demeanour of the private before his officer ap« 
pears quite disgusting, and, to my British feelings, 
pnsoldier^like. In our arn^y, a soldier is ordered 
to salute all officers, but not to uncover his head 
even in a room. Here things are ordered differ- 
(sptly ; the private no sooner spies his officer, 
though at a considerable distance, than he takes 
o^ hi^ C9p, and thus marches bareheaded, for a 
bundVed yards or more, like a sneaking beggar 
^shamed of bi^ poyerty. I perceived that the Rus; 
sians exact this mark of respect from the Arme- 
nians also. I was informed that there were ten 
thousand men belonging to the Caraclissia com^ 
mand, and in all eighty thousand in Georgia. 
This may have been an exaggerated statement. 
^J'be Ru^sifin soldiers a^e strong looking men. 
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aiid brave fellows. But they want the free, easy, 
and smart appearance of a well set up British sol- 
dier. After a gopd supper I retired to a sort of 
ivooden pavilion, in a garden, where I might have 
slept comfortably, but for the company of an innu- 
merable host of ^eas, which paid me, I lament to 
say, mar feed attention. The gentleman who had in* 
terpreted for me slept on a carpet alongside of my 
bed, and seeing me take a drink of water during 
the night, he called out I should get the liver by 
water drinking, and, by way of setting me a better 
example, applied to a bottle of wine to quench his 
thirst. 

Monday, 37/A.r- After an early breakfast at the 
house of the commandant, 1 paid a visit to a 
colonel of artillery, who was very polite in his 
way. His quarters, like all the rest of those of the 
officers, consisted of a cottage built chiefly of wood, 
and very low. But the heavenly climate of Geor- 
gia render^ such houses as we have in India quite 
unnecessary. This gentleman offered me cheese, 
hung beef, bread and butter, with wine, and a dram 
of brandy* I was obliged to take a little wine and 
bread, but declined drinking the brandy, at the 
same time telling the interpreter that a bottle 
would be very acceptable for my sick relative ; and 
the Colonel immediately presented me with one. 
Jhe houses of the inhabitants, and even the baf- 
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racks of the soldiers, are chiefly under ground, and 
built almost entirely of wood. Such is the abun^ 
dance of that valuable material* As a novelty, I 
saw some Russian women in the European cos- 
tume. At ten o'clock, the prince's carriage being 
prepared, I set off on my return to cross the fron^ 
tiers, with a supply of wine, bread, and butter, and 
the best wishes of that gentleman. The carriage 
was low, on four wheels, and without springs. 
Three horses were yoked abreast; one in shafts 
in the centre, and one on each side of him. A 
Russian soldier mounted the box, with a stick 
having a sort of lash to it ; he laid hold of the 
reins, or (more properly) ropes, and drove with 
considerable dexterity, hollowing to the animals 
a« a drover would do to a herd of cattle. When 
the road would admit, he went as hard as he could. 
The way by which I returned was far more circui- 
tous, but much superior to the one I went, though 
not through «o beautiful a country. I arrived at 
Humamloo, a small village, and post of the Rus- 
sians, at one o'clock, and met with the greatest at- 
tention from the officer in command, who came on 
with me for some miles, until he came up to a 
party o(*his men who were employed in hay-making. 
Some miles farther on I left the carriage with an- 
other hay-making party of soldiers, and mounting 
a horse, made the best of my way to the ruined 
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church of Abberhaun, where I arriired just aftet 
dark^ having been detained by a guard of Khoords, 
with ^om I had almost a battle. It^e Khoordish 
guards, who had charge of the frontier, supposed 
me to be a Ruesian, aod detained me. When one 
of them laid hold of tny bridle, I gave him a cut 
in the face with my whip, and was immediately 
surrounded ; but when they found I was a Briton, 
tiiey became ad civil as possible, and one of them 
accompanied me to the ruined duirch. 

Tuesday, 18*. — Without any orders, the Rusr 
sian persevered, and drove the carriage up to the 
ruins this morning. My friend still remained ex- 
tremely ill ; and, though a little amused by my 
report, and cheered by his future prospect^ he 
seemed in a very unfit state to proceed, or to bear 
the jolting, in the vehicle, over the stones. 

Wednesday, 19iSlk.^*-At half-past four d'ciock,hav* 
ing placed Dr. Lumsden's bed and my own in the 
carriage^ with a dozen of other things, to prevent 
his being roughly shaken, we set off from Abber^ 
haun ; and I was delighted to find the jolting did 
not annoy my friend half so much as I expected ; 
for, on our arrival at the Russian cantonment of 
Humamloo, he was but a little fatigued with the 
journey. We went to the cottage of the officer 
who was so obliging to me on the 17th, but found 
him absent. We took possession of his house, how- 
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ever, and had just seated ourselves, when three 
Russian officers came to pay us a visit, and proflfer 
eveiy assistance and civility. One of them, who 
spoke a little French, asked us to spend the day at 
his quarters, which my companion declined, but I 
consented to do. Such a style of living I had never 
seen before* It was rather a meagre day with me, 
but a very amusing one. The poor fellows gave 
me a share of all they had got ; but it would go 
far to create a mutiny among our Bengal artillery 
privates, were they obliged to put up with such 
fare. 

In a small cottage, one half of which was under 
ground, there were three officers assembled. A 
cloth was laid on a small table, in one corner of 
the little room in which we sat ; and a Russian 
soldier boy brought in iron plates, silver spoons, 
wooden handled knives and forks, and three turn- 
biers among four of us. A dirty towel, cover-s 
ing a large slice of brown bread, was placed on 
each plate ; and, on a dish being produced^ I was 
asked to be seated, which I no sooner was than a 
bottle of brandy was introduced, of which I took 
as little as I could ; but my friends made no small 
impression on it, by way of preparing the stomach 
for the worst. As to the first dish, all I can say is, 
that it was a piece of smoked and boiled flesh of 
some kind or other. On its being entirely demo* 



HUMAMLOO. 157 

lished, bad as it was, an iron pan of soup was placed 
in the centre of the table, and every one helped 
himself with his own spoon. But when their plates 
were empty, I was quite disgusted to see my friends 
taking the spoons out of their mouths and helping 
themselves out of the common dish with them. I 
was in hopes that something better would foUow 
the soup, until a few sliced potatoes were produced 
by way of a finish ; and, when these disappeared 
the gentlemen rose, and bowed to me and to eaci 
other. 

I thus far commend the Russians whom I have 
seen, that it is not their custom to sit soaking wine 
forliours as we do» After dinner I sent for maps to 
amuse these officers, and, on seeing my copy of our 
intended route, one gentleman, being anxious to 
ascertain the distance from Teflis to one of the 
stages in Russia, which happened to be the place 
of his nativity, called to his servant, who brought 
in a box, in which wires were fixed with small balls 
of wood, which were moveable ; and one line of 
balls being units, the next tens, next hundreds, and 
so forth, after a long process my friend added up 
the number of wersts, and satisfied himself, to my no 
small amusement. On taking my departure at 
four P. M. I was invited to return to supper, which 
I promised to do; but unfortunately I went to sleep. 
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and did not awaken until too late for kee|ring raj 
appointment 

Thursday, ^itk. — Started about five o'tlocks and 
arrived at Caractissia in a few hours, I thai^ 
God my invalid was much better. I went to th^ 
house of the governor, who was unluckily absent : 
the raly officer in the cantonment who could speak 
Fr^ch, had also taken his departure, so that we 
ould only communicate with those that remained 
tirough the medium of our servants, who spoke 
Armenian to such of the Russians as understood 
it. 

Friday, 2\st — We halted to-day in hopes of 
procuring some kind of carriage for Dr. Lumscfen, 
who was still very unwell, and . much dd>ilitat6d. 
Our quarters were good, in a large wooden house ; 
and breakfast and dinner were sent us from the 
commandant's table. Paper appeared as a substi- 
tute for glass in our windows. The Russian officers 
and m^en all wear foraging caps on common occa* 
sions. The officers wear IcMag coats, swords, a sort 
of tinsel sashes, and gorgets. On duty, the tassels of 
the sashes are of an immense size. The men appear 
to be very much employed in duties of fatigue \ 
driving carts, and carrying burdens all day, and 
the officers have them for servants. In the eveth 
ing the officer who understood French arrived 
from Gomerie,— ra post where he left the governor, 
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about sixty wersts distant from hence. We had 
now great hopes that we should be able to procure 
a conveyance of some kind or other. 

Saturday 9^i^.-^T\i^ Russian privates walk about 
all day in their long white-breasted coats, with a cloth 
loop to fasten them behind. The gentleman who 
spoke French paid us an early visit this morning, 
accompanied by an officer who had a carriage to 
dispose of; but we found that horses and harness 
required to be purchased as well as a carriage, 
the total cost being about 125 ducats, upwards of 
sixty guineas. After breakfast, I accompanied our 
interpreters to the quarters of the colonel of artillery, 
with whom I had some conversation on the subject 
of our profession. When I spoke of rockets, he re« 
minded me of our attack on Copenhagen as any 
thing but creditable to our nation : in answer to 
which I observed, that it was very creditable to 
the army and navy ; and as to the policy of the 
measure* it was a matter with which we military 
men had nothing to do. 

Sunday^ ^3d. — We were induced to prolong 
our stay here* as a letter was dispatched to the 
governor by the colonel of artillery, now in charge 
of the post) regarding a conveyance for Dr. Lums* 
den. We had some very nice fish to day out of the 
rivulet that passes this post ; also good potatoes. 
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and wild raspberries. Were any attention paid to 
the subject of horticulture, I apprehend that this 
delightful country might boast of nearly all the 
fruits of Europe and Asia combined. 

The Russians have got, what are called in India* 
the Brahminy ducks domesticated. 

Seeing that we were determined on making a 
start to-morrow, the colonel of artillery, and ano- 
ther gentleman, came over, and volunteered the 
use of a carriage for a couple of marches. 

Monday^ St4th. — We set off at six, A. M. and 
had a most delightful ride to the cantonment of 
Gerger, where we arrived about nine. I went 
into the first officer's house I came to, the proprie- 
tor of which I found a very affable young man. 
There were several others soon assembled to see 
me, one of whom had been with the army at Paris. 
The officers were very complaisant, and asked me 
to breakfast, which I declined, as I had made a 
light meal before starting. We remained there 
about half an hour, and reached Jelalooglu about 
eleven o'clock. This proved a small post of Don 
Cossacks on the banks of a river, under the com- 
mand of a fine old veteran, who had fought in 
many battles* He had been at Paris with the ar- 
my, and received a very handsome present from the 
emperor. This old gentleman, whose rank must 



ATSEBRUC. 16I 

have been that of captain, treated us >¥ith every 
kindness. He had a number of pets, such as spotted 
deer, beautiful Turkish greyhounds, bees in a box^ 
a fine Gertnan charger, &c. with a little garden ; 
all of whrch he was particular in pointing out to 
us. In the afternoon, the veteran officer found 
amusement in talking to our old Turkish cook, a 
native of Bagds^d, and asking him many idle ques- 
tions about what our horses, &c. cost. 

Tuesday, SSth. — ^The first part of this day's march 
was dull and uninteresting ; but on gaining the 
summit of the mountain, at the base of which 
Aisebruc stands, we entered a noble forest, and 
wandered through it all the way to Semees. The 
country is here highly picturesque. In the fore- 
ground are mountains covered with beautiful woods, 
and at a distance to the north there is a range of 
very high mountains clothed in snow. Among 
other trees in the wood, I observed some majestic 
oaks; also the birch, apple, pear, and cherry tree; 
the three latter bearing fruit. 

Another Cossack officer treated us with great 
kindness at this post, and would not allow me to 
retire to rest until I had drunk a quantity of Geor- 
gian wine with him. 

Wednesday, 26th. — We marched at four, Dn 
Lumsden^being on horseback as well as myself. 
The road first led us through some lofty forests ; 

Sff 
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after proceeding a short distance, I diserved the 
carcase of a half-devoured bullock on the rc^d } 
a little further on we came upon another, and dis- 
dovered the cause of their destruction, two lai^e 
wolves being at breakfast on the last carcase^ One 
of them, on seeing a Cossack advance towards him, 
took a leg of the bullock into his mouth and scam- 
pered ofi; We met an immense number of people, 
men, women, and children, riding on carts and on 
horseback along the road, and understood they 
were going to a fair. Some of the ladies are cer« 
tainly beautiful, and very dexterous in the ma^ 
nagement of their horses ; many rode along with 
a child at the breast, and one I observed had also 
another poor litde thing holding on behind her. 

We left the woods before we reached Sfaolavera^ 
a pretty large place, ii*one might judge from its ap- 
parent population j but some of the Georgian villages 
make no show, as they are almost entirely buri^ ; 
nor can you see a lK>use unless opposite to its doon 
In crossing a stream, the Doctor's horse indulged 
himself with a dip in the water, and thus gave my 
friend a complete soaking. We reached Calageer 
about nine o'clock, and remained in the post-house 
until four P.M. when we remounted, and came 
on to Codie, about eight miles distance. 'By some 
accident, our baggage and servants lost their way» 
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and -we were obliged to put up without tb^ir aid 
fpr one day. 

Thursday, ^<ft.*-.Mounted at five A.M. and ia 
a few hours came in sight of Teflis, the capital of 
Georgia. We travelled parallel to the banks cf 
a small but ri^id river, Kur, for two or three 
miles» and observed large undershot wheels in ac* 
tioiiy raising water for the purpose of irrigating 
extensive gardens. As the wheel turned, rounds 
stnall buckets, which were fastened on the interior 
side> filled and emptied themselves at the extreme 
height into a trough, and thus the water was con* 
veyed in wooden spouts to any distance. 

On arriving within a mile of the city, we were 
most unnecessarily detained, for an hour and a 
balfy at a postlioase^or small guard, from whence 
our passport was soit, for the iqspeoticm of som^ 
of the public authorities, before we could prOi" 
ceed into tte city. After this we were march* 
ed.ofi^ first to the main-guard, and afterwards to 
the commander of the forces, befcure we were per- 
mitted to get quarters. We were at length con*^ 
ducted to the house of a respectable Georgian gen- 
tleman, Yakoob Khan, where we met our travel* 
ling companion, the Hon. Mr. Law, and Captain 
Willodc of the Bombay artillery. We dined at a 
good tavern, kept by a Frenchman. 

m2 
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Friday^ SSM^^^An aid-d&<:amp of General Wil« 
liameenoff 's paid us a visit, and in the generars 
name invited us to dine with him on Sunday next. 
In the afternoon this officer returned, and we ac* 
companied him to pay our respects to his excel- 
lency, who is in immediate command of the forces 
here. The general received us with great affiibili* 
1y. Although coarse and uncouth in his appear- 
ance, he is a man of considerable talents and ac- 
quirements. 

We had this: day a second visit from the pdice 
master, who seemed inclined to be polite and at- 
tentive to strangers. Captain Willock went off on 
his return to Persia, and Mr. Law to prosecute his 
journey to Old England. 

Saturday^ SSfCA. — ^Dined at the French tavern, 
and met a young German, Baron Mainsing, to 
whoni we had be«i introduced by Mr. Law. This 
youth is lively and agreeable ; but having, as I 
iwderstand, killed an officer in a duel, he was ob- 
Uged to quit the German Legion, in which he had 
served, and seek his fortune in other climes $ the 
rents of his estates having been forfeited for twen*' 
ty years. 

Sunday^ 30/A.-*^Dined with his Excellepcy; Ge- 
neral Wiiliameenoff, at one o'clock, and paid a vi-^ 
sit to the Baron Mainsing in the evening. We had 
a few Russian officers at supper in the French ta- 
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vern. Nothing can be more ridiculous than the 
extent to which the emperor has issued medals, 
crosses, and orders of knighthood, to all descrip- 
tions of people, and for any kind of service, civil 
or military. You hardly ipeet a man who does not 
sport a few of these toys. In short, they are no 
longer honourable distinctions for eminent ser-p 
vices. 

Tefli3, the capital of Georgia, lies on the bank^ 
of the river Kur ; and never was a town more un-. 
happily situated with reference to the surrounding 
eountry. The southern part of Georgia, before 
you reach Teflis, is a country abounding in all the 
luxuriance and beauty of nature. In like manner, 
after you leave this city, in travelling towards the 
north, you meet with a great many beautiful situ- 
ations. But Teflis stands in a narrow valley, bound- 
ed on both sides by rugged smd naked hills, which 
render it extremely hot at this season of the year ; 
nor have the people recourse to any of oar Indian 
methods of keeping their houses cool. We there- 
fore found this place vpry unpleasant;. There is 
but little in the town deserving of potice. I ac^ 
cfi^ahieil the.Baron Main^ing, and a Russian gen- 
tleman, to piiy,a:visit to the Russian church, while 
divine service was performed. The church is handr 
eome, and the chaunting solemn. The goverq- 
ment*house, the guard-room, and the churches^ ajr^. 

m3 
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the chief buildings ; and they are veiy good for 
the place. In the river there are many floating 
mills for grinding grain. The mill rests on two 
barges or boats, and is kept in the centre so m to 
have a current of water pow^ill enough to tum 
the wheel. 

Although the fkces of the Georgian females are^ 
in general, handsome, and their eyes beautiful, 
their figures are as often defective. They have 
a squat appearance, and an awkward gait. 

I was in the house of a Russian officer of rank, 
when his lady, a very pretty young woman, return*^ 
ed from paying some evenii^ visits ; and to me it 
appeared strange to see her kiss him first, and thea 
favour all his friends with a similar mark of teuder* 
ness. Being a stranger, I was not entitled to such « 
compliment. Even when Russian gentlemen take 
leave of each other for any length of tim^ they 
embrace and kiss, after the manner of the Arabs. 
I understand that the Russian officers are very 
il) paid. A subaltern gets only 300 paper. rubles 
per annum, equal to about 150 rupees, (or L.18 
Sterling.) But he has quarters found him, a hotve 
to ride when ordered to move on duty, ^nd» I be.» 
lieve, rations. The quartering of^ the officers m*tst 
be an extreme annoyance to the Georgians, every 
man being obliged to give up a portion c^his house 
for that purpose j and thus the privacy of every fa- 
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mily i$ destroyed. Nothing of this kiind would be 
tolerated in India. Were a man to give such an 
order, he might as well direct the town to be burnt, 
for a high spirited Hindoo would never survive the 
dii^race of his women being exposed to the com* 
pany of strangers. 

At Teflis, you meet with the first shade of Euro* 
pean comfort in houses, &c. ; and when it is re* 
collected, that the Russians have only been in pos- 
eession of it twenty years, it must be allowed they 
have improved the place much. 

Monday, 81st. — ^With the assistance of Yakoob 
Khan, the gentleman in whose house we lived, we 
procured for the bills we brought 700 ducats, and 
iettled all our business at Teflis. We had arranged 
to travel with a party of Cossacks. TTie police mas- 
ter paid us a visit in the morning, and gave us our 
passports and order for horses, &c. We dined with 
this gentleman at one o'clock, and every thing 
being settled, we mounted post horses at half-past 
Biit, P. M. and had proceeded about a mile out of 
^e town, when we were compelled by a guard to 
r<^ii<*n tofthe main guard, for the purpose of get- 
4^g our passports signed by the t^cer on duty. In 
the tneati time, the Cossacks went on, and before 
we could return to overtake them, the night had 
become so very dark that we could not see the 
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road. Tbioking we must have been upon tbe irigbt 
track, we rode on smartly to come up with the 
Cossacks, until we had gone over many miles. Hie 
road was» however, at length entirely lost, and we 
were compelled to lie down on the ground, with- 
out cloaks, carpets, or any other covering, in one 
of the most raw disagreeable nights I was ever ex- 
posed to. I fastened my horse to one hand, and 
went to sleep with my head resting on my arm. 
In the course of an hour or two J awoke, with a 
most uncomfortable chill all over me, and a severe 
pain between my shouldctrSf We ppifld not remain 
longer here, and remounting we rode o^ a few 
miles farther, when, thinking we must have passed 
our destined stage^ we again lay , down, but in a 
more sheltered situation, and slept until day-break. 
We then proceeded to a village, and discovered 
that we had completely gone out of our road ; so 
that we were obliged to return to tb^ post bous^ of 
Ratiskari, at least twelve miles from that village. 

Aug. Ist, Tuesday. — We remained at this post- 
-house until five, P.M. when we mounted fresh 
jhorsesn and, after exposure to heavy rain for some 
jbours, arrived at Dooshut at ten o'clock at night, 
when it was so dark that it was with difficulty >^e 
could keep together. 
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Wednesday, 2rf.— Heavy rain, and most disagree- 
able riding ; nothing like decent accommodation 
at Passanpor, a vile Russian post-house. 

Thursday y Sd — Heavy rain all the morning. We 
met with no attention from the commanding offi- 
cer of Kashaoor. We reached Koby, where we 
had good accommodation in the evening. 

Friday^ 4/A. — ^Detained by the rain all the morn- 
ing J marched to Cassibeg, on the banks of the 
Terek, where we were quartered with a Georgian 
family for the night, and I slept, and was properly 
smoked, behind the chimney. 

The Georgians and Circassians, when armed, 
carry many ball-cartridges in small cloth bags sew- 
ed upon the breasts of their coats. 

Saturday t 5th. — Marched early, but had proceed- 
ed only a few miles when we were obliged to stop 
some hours, the Terek having carried away part 
of the road. After we had overcome this obstacle^ 
we came to a second, the river having carried so 
much of the road away, that we were obliged to be 
hauled up a rock thirty feet in height, by men with 
ropes ; and we were under the necessity of sending 
our horses back to Cassibeg, and remaining for the 
rest of the day at Dariel, a small military post. 

Sunday y 6th. — We were shamefully imposed upon 
by a Georgian rascal, who made us pay twenty- 
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five silver rubles for five horses^ under pretence of 
the roads being so bad that he would be obliged 
to carry us over the hills, hag and baggage ; instead 
of which, after crossing two places where the river 
had destroyed the road, we kept a good road all 
the way to Vladi Caucass, a pretty little place, 
and considerable military post on the banks of the 
Terek. On sending our passport to the com- 
manding officer, a good comfortable house was 
pointed out to us for quarters. 

Monday^ "Jth. — Waited upon the commandant 
of Vladi Caucass, whom we found very affable. 
We expressed a wish that he should furnish us 
with a guard to enable us to proceed without wait- 
ing for the post, when he said that Count War- 
rensorff was to move in a few hours, and we might 
accompany him. We immediately went with this 
officer to pay our respects to the count, by whom 
we were most politely received ; and about two 
6*clock, P. M. (having hired a Jcehitka or carriage 
for Dr. Lumsden,) we all started at a smart trot 
or gallop. The count^s carriage, with six horses lead- 
ing, (four wheelers abreast, and two leaders before) 
then four provisioil carts, our kebitka, and about 
twenty horsemen, including myself and a party of' 
Cossacks, galloping in all directions ; in short we 
went o^ in style. The afternoon proved rainy, 
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but I got pretty well on, having an admirable Cos- 
sack charger under me, and a fine Georgian cloak 
to protect my person. We reached good quarters 
at Elizabeth's Redoubt, by six. 

Tuesday, 8&. — We marched about seven, A. M; 

with a strong escort under the comman4 of an 

officer, a party of Cossacks forming the advanced 

guard; then followed a party of soldiers, and a 

piece of artillery, with lighted match, and an am>^ 

munition waggon ; the count's and other carria« 

ges in the same order as yesterday. All this cau« 

tion was in consequence of the daring attacks of 

the Lesgays, a party of whom killed twelve CoSr 

sacks, and carried off their horses, &c. only four 

months ago, at a place within a few wersts of Con* 

Stan tine's Redoubt. When about half way, we came 

up with a large convoy of return waggons, on their 

way to Mosdok. Here we halted and had a cold 

collation with the count andalittlfe gentlemiap who 

was travelling with him. Count Warrensorffis the 

nephew of the Russian noblems^n of the same name, 

who was ambassador in England a few years agOt 

This gentleman has travelled all over Britain,' and 

speaks EngliA exceedingly well. I rode and 

walked with him aU this day's march, and found 

htm a pleasant well-informed man. We reached 

Constantine's Redoubt about ten o'clock, A. M. 
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Wednesday^ 9th. — ^We marched early in the 
morning, in the same order as yesterday. There 
was nothing )ike a village or cultivation to be seen 
in this desolate country, nor had we seen any 
since we crossed the Terek at Vladi Caucass. 
The L«8gays and other aborigines of the country 
never fail to murder a Russian traveller on the 
Yoad, when an opportunity offers ; and, having ac- 
complished their object, they erect a small stone 
pillar on the spot, to commemorate the sacrifice 
of an oppressor of their country. Our advance 
was extremely slow. We crossed the Terek on a 
platform placed on two boats, and reached' the 
quarantine near Mosdok about two P« M., when I 
discovered that I had been unfortunate enough to 
drop a very valuable watch on the . way. We 
brought an order from General Williameenoff, that 
we should not be detained at quarantine longer 
than was absolutely necessary for the public safety, 
in consequence of which all our clothes, (except 
what we actually wore,) carpets, beds, &c. &c. were 
put into a house and smoked, the dopr of which 
was locked, and the key given to us. Not a soul at- 
tached to the quarantine would come near us at 
first; the passport was taken from me by a man 
who held out a pair of tongs to receive it. They 
paid no respect to persons, as Count Warrensorff 
and his friend were treated in the same manne;' 
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l^SfiA Was brought to us, snd a couple of bottles of 
the wine of the Don, i^rhich proved extremely 
good, and very much resembling Champaign. 
The quarantine consists of many houses adjoining 
each other, in a fine airy situation on the banks of 
the Terek, and within a werst of Mosdok. ^very 
person arriving from the opposite side of the river^ 
and wishing to proceed to the town or to the 
westward, is generally detained four days. 
^ JTiursday^ lOth.-^This nK>rning our. smoked 
clothes, &c. were given to us, and we were obli* 
ged to undress and put them on^ in pr0senceof 
the surgeon, who ordered our diity clothes also to 
be put through a course of fumigation^ We tbea 
waited on the tommandant,- of Mosdok, who or-' 
dered us to be quartered >with the Jesuits^ the 
superiors of whom. Fere Hienri and Fere Joseph^ 
received and treated us with tbe^uttiiost kindnessy 
We found the fomier, though extremely loqoa^ 
cious, a most obliging, useful man. H '^ 

Friday ll/A»-K^After a gooddfeal of troidble we 
^^e obliged to cj^art in three op^n carts; Dn 
lAunsddt\ in one, I in anotliel*,* and our baggage 
in a third. The road proired the. best by ^r I 
have ever seen in.aay.cQuntiy; and ithpi^b from 
the second stage we w^re .objig^d to travel both 
\th one cart, and put our baggage into another, 
<tbr*ee horses abreast in each,) we completed se» 
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venty wersts b j 80Q*aet, and arrived at Soldatskois 
a neat looking village. From within a short dis- 
tance of Mosddc to this place» not a blade of cul* 
tivation is to be seen^ and a chain of Cossack 
pickets is established within sight of eadi other* 
along the whole line of road, to prevent the in- 
cursions of Lesgays and other mountaineers. We 
were quartered in the house of a poor Russiaa 
woman, with a large family^ who shewed us much 
civility. The Russians here wear hats* The 
sheep are of the European breed. 

Sahtrdayf 12A*— Arrived at Geoif^ewesk^ the 
head quarters of a division of the Russian army, 
about ten o'clock, A.M. Sent our pasqport by a 
Cossack, who attended us from Mosdok, to the 
commandant, for quarters. I tpok a turn down 
the street in which our carts stopped, and met a 
gentleman, who^ to my no small astonishment, ac4 
costed me in broad Scateh; and I found that this 
was the Rev. Mr. Paterson, one of two Scottish 
missionary clergymen, who have been established 
within twenty miles of this place, for the last 
eighteen years. Th^ are under the igimediate 
inspection of the emperor, and are only amenable 
to the Russian law in cafHtal cases. Mr. Pater- 
son was very polite, and went with me to the 
police office. He then returned to see Dn Lums^ 
den, and gave us a most kind invitaticm to. visit 
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him at the mission, but which we were obliged to 
decline, having a very long journey before u$, ^nd 
the travelling season almost expired* 

We paid a visit to the governor, who htppep*- 
ecLto be at dinner at the time he received our 
passports, but' neither came out, nor invited i^ 
into his house. After this we returned to our 
quarters, and made a fruitless attempt to prociure 
an order for post-horses. 

Sundajfy 19th. — ^Early this morning we srat a 
paper to the proper authority, which we received 
yesterday, and believed to be an order for poet-hor- 
ses ; but the Cossack retimied, and gave us to under- 
stand that it contained nothing of the kind. We 
therefore waited for some lK)urs, in hopes of being 
able to obtain such an order, through Uie medium of 
a private soldier, who spdke a little French ; at length 
I lost all patience, and waHced offto tibe governors 
house, where tlie people did not seem much dif- 
posed to receive me. 1^ I was not in a humour 
to be trifled with, and insisted upon going into the 
house. The great man hearing a disturbdnce» 
came out, when I explained in the best way I could 
that I wanted an order for horses. I thought he 
had behaved ill in not receiving us yesterday, and I 
was determined not to treat him with more rei^ieet 
than was absolutely necessary. I therefore stood 
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nirith my hat on, contrary to all Russian usage ; 
and his Excellency seemed glad to get quit of 
such a visitor, and :gave an immediate order for 
the requisite number of horses to be supplied to 
us. We were thus enabled to trace two stages, 
and slept at Sabli. 

Mcnday^ I4lft. — ^A little cultivation appeared 
in the surrounding country ; and at sunrise we 
had a fine view of a range of. snowy mountains in 
Circassia. We went this day ninety-four wersts, 
in common Russian post carts \ fine roads, with- 
out tolls, and smart horses, three abreast in each 
cart. I think they moved at the rate of twelve 
miles an hour, on an average ; . but I had now 
no watch to time them. 

Tuesday^ 15th. — ^We set off early this morning, 
but had a continuation of evils to contend with. 
The morning was cloudy, and our drivers fortified 
themselves with such a quantity of liquor as to 
make them more than half drunk ; before we had 
gone any distance it began to rain } the road be- 
came very heavy, and there was a good deal of 
up-hill work ; to sum up the whole, the horses 
were very bad, and so jaded, that it was with diffi- 
culty we reached Stawropol at noon, completely 
wet. There were no horses to be got at this 
place, but I found the police master very civil. 
He gave us good quarters in the^house of a man,r 
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who was particularly anxious to get rid of our 
company. 

Stawropol is one of the prettiest villages I 
have seen. Most of the Russian villages are 
situated in valleys; but this stands high» has a 
very handsome churchy with a dome, several 
good houses, a fine broad street, and a good 
many trees in the neighbourhood. It was sel- 
dom we could meet with Russians who under- 
stood French ; and we were put hourly to the 
greatest inconvenience, from not being able to 
speak a word of any language, which was intelligi- 
ble to those around us. 

After an infinite deal of trouble, and having been 
detained until near sunset, we procured horses» and 
run on to Moskowskaia, where we arrived after 
the people had gone to bed, and we were obliged 
to wander up and down the place for some time, 
before we could find any one charitable enough 
to give us a night's lodging. 

Wednesduffi l6ih. — We were unable to proceed 
until aflemoon from want of horses ; and the same 
want brought us up, at the end of the first stage, 
Donskaia, where we remained for the nights As I 
have already remarked, when we were on the road 
we moved at a gallop, but the delays in procuring 
hOifses were very vexatious j and we could not 

N 
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help attributiog much of' the inconvenienoe we 
suffered, to our ignorance of the language. 

Thursday^ VltJu-^l rose at the peep of day, to 
exert mysdf in procuring horses, and had no soon- 
er got out than I discovered that several Russian 
ojSScers had arrived at the post-house, during the 
night I was not a little alarmed at the idea of 
their procuring horses at our expellee ; and, as I 
could not speak myself, and had no one to speak 
for me, when I saw horses brought out and put to 
their carriages before ours, I could not help vent- 
ing my spleai in plain Engli^. I did not attempt 
to communicate with the gentlemen, because I 
thought they were taking an unfair advantage of 
strangers in the land ; and if I had a disposition to 
Bpeak, it was rather to abuse those t saw, than 
make mysdf agreeable to them* At last, how- 
' ever, poor looking animals of horses w^re brought 
and put to our carts, and off we set in the rear of 
one of theirs, where we had all the benefit of their 
dust. At the end dT the first stage we were told 
there were no horses, and we prepared to remain 
for the day. I could not help, however, thrusting 
my order for horses into the hand of the post- 
master, when one of the Russian officers came up 
and read it. We took possession of* a room, and 
had become, in some degree reconciled to <Mr 



9TAWR0POL. 179 

misfmtunefl^ when one of the genUemen entered 
the room and introduced himsdfi by a remark up-* 
on the diffieulty of proGuring horses^ adding; that 
he believed he would^ nevertheless^ be able to se^ 
cure enpiigh for^os allat this place. Foe thid 
attept^ we returned a thousand thanks, and told 
him how much we had suffered from a total 
want of knowledge of the Bussian language^ and 
of a servant whp pndefstood it. We soon pro# 
cured horseSj and on0 of the gentlemen going 
on in advanc^j to prepare thA» for us at every 
podt, we run no less than six iftages this day^ 
a distance of a hundred and forty Russian wersts 
or ninety*fpur Englidi miles. The dust was now 
our only pn^oyance. It was really astonishing to 
see mere children, (for I am certain some of olir 
drivers this day Were not^beyond ten years of age,) 
driving three horses abreast al speed, as hard asf 
they could lay legs to. the. ground. I have been 
eleven years in the Bengal horse-artillery, and am 
not likely to be.artonishedat the rapid movement of 
carriages } but certainly I never saw a finer style of 
moving. The roads were as smooth as a bowl- 
ing green ; but our carts, or more properly wag- 
gons, (for they have four wheels,) were gene- 
rally entirely of wood, even to the axle trees. 
As to harness, the Russians are not at all particu- 
lar, the traces being of common rope, fastened to 

n2 
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the Splinter bars ; and, when the horses are 
brought out, the traces are taken up and fastened >- 
to a loop of leather on the collar, the length of 
each being adjusted merely by the eye of the pos- 
tilion. All the horses are geldings, and are kept 
with very little trouble or expense. When you ar- 
rive at the post-house, they are often grazing, and a 
Cossak is sent on horseback to bring them home, 
which he does in a few minuses, as they all trot 
before him, like a herd of bullocks. I have seen a 
boy riding one with a bridle, and driving two 
others at speed without ropes, bridles, or any 
thing else. 

We dined with our new friends at Pestchanaia, 
and they were exceedingly kind and attentive to 
us. 

Friday^ 18/A.— We started after breakfast, in com- 
pany with our friends, being four Russian officers, 
and a young gentleman. They were returning to 
Russia, having spent some months at the far-famed 
mineral wells and hot- baths, in the vicinity of 
Georgewesk. So high do these medicinal waters 
stand in the estimation of the Russians, that pec^le 
come from St. Petersburgh for the benefit of them. 
We reached the quarantine of Srednoi Eg^rlik 
about noon, and were delighted to find it a very 
liandsome establishment. The only thing of which 
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we had here cause to complain was very bad wa- 
ter. 

The Quarantine consists of, I think, eleven good 
comfortable wooden houses, each divided into two 
suites of rooms, and each house separated from 
another by ditches and banks with good com- 
pounds; besides these, there are a great many 
other buildings for fumigation, &c. &c. We'weie 
obliged to dress and undress in presence of the Sur- 
geon, to wash the gold and silver coin we had, and 
smoke our bank notes and every thing we had in 
the way of clothes, but otherwise we had no trouble^ 
An order had been received from General Yerma- 
loff, governor-general of Georgia, &c. &c. that we 
should not be detained beyond a day. We still 
continued our journey in company with our kind 
Russian friends, who insisted on our living with 
them. We had now determined to go to Togan- 
rog, a port on the shores of the Sea of Azof, where 
we were led to expect a servant, and probably a 
carriage, ice. We this day had the pleasure of 
seeing again our friend Mr. Law; and, on compar- 
ing notes, we found that he had encountered many 
more severe difficulties than ourselves, notwitli- 
standing his having had the advantage of a ser- 
vant who could speak English and Russian. 

Saturday, 19th. — Having performed quarantine, 
we started about ten o'clock, and run ibur stages 

n3 
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in the course of the day ; the country had been 
quite uninteresting for many days past, but the 
roads were remarkably good, though dusty ; and 
travelling, as we were, in carts, we were enveloped 
in a cloud all day, than which nothing could be 
more disagreeable. Our Russian friends amused 
themselves in shooting occasionally on the road, 
and brought down some fine bustards, as large as 
turkeys. We had them at table, and they proved 
very nice. 

Sunday, 20/A.-<-Soon after starting this morning, 
we saw Tcherkask, the capital of the Don 
Cossaks, on our right; and, passing a vOlage 
in which there were several windmills, we had a 
pretty view of Bataiskaia, on the European side of 
the Don. Having advanced along the banks of 
this noble river for some wersts, we bade adieu to 
Asia, and crossed on a bridge, composed of. plat* 
forms of planks of wood laid upon trees and logs. 
The Don is perhaps about a mile broad, on the 
average, in this part, though not so much at th^ 
bridge ; but we saw it during the driest season of 
the year. 

Immediately on crossing the river, we entered 
the town of Bataiskaia, which stands high, and is 
extremely picturesque. There are a good many 
small craft, sufiiciently large to go to sea, moored 
opposite to the town* The external appearance 
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of the church is very fine. Indeed, since we en- 
tered the Russian dominions, we had hardly seen 
even a village of any kind without a neat church. 

The Cossaks of the Don are free subjects, and not 
the property of lords and masters, like almost the 
whole peasantry of Russia proper; but they are 
compelled to render military service, besides being 
subject to odier exactions, for the benefit of the 
state. For instance, they are compelled to furnish 
horses for the post stages at given rates ; but these 
are of a very inferior nature to the horses at what 
may be called the government posts* Posting is 
extrmnely cheap in Russia ; five copecs, (or about 
did* Sterling,) a*horse, per werst, to the east of the 
Don ; and eight to the north imd west of it. Be* 
sides which, you have to pay only a trifle of go- 
vernment duty. The attention paid to the roads 
of the kingdom is highly praiseworthy. They may 
indeed be called natural^ and require little repair. 
Bpt where ravines or streams, however insignifi- 
cant, chance to cross them, the traveller is sure to 
^nd a bridge. After crossing the Don, we found 
werst posts along the road, on one side of which 
the distance from the place we had left was mark- 
ed, on the other that of the stage to which we 
were approaphiqg. 

In the forenoon we reached the fort and town 
of Rastoy. The former was built by Peter the 
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Great, to check the depredations of the Turks* 
The latter is a large flourishing town. Both are 
situated on the banks of the Don. We remained 
here for some hours, to enable our Russians friends 
to procure another order for horses; the last 
having been only for Tcherkask. We now procur* 
ed one to carry us to Odessa. In the evening we 
set off again ; and, when nearly at the end of our 
second stage, I observed the reflection of the moon 
very bright on the Sea of Azof, along the coast of 
which we were moving, about a couple of miles 
from the beach ; and at an obscure post house we 
took up our quarters for the night. The Russian 
post-houses swarm so with fleas, that we still pre- 
ferred sleeping outside. The nights were now 
delightfully cooL 

ilib7ic2tiy,21^;.— >We set off early, and breakfasting 
at an ale-house kept by a Jew at Simbeck, we start- 
ed for Toganrog, which had been in sight all the 
morning. The view of this town from the east- 
ward is very striking. It stands high, on a tongue 
of land, stretching into the Sea of Azof ; the ship- 
ping, the numerous churches, handsome houses, and 
gardens, being at once presented to. the eye, and 
forming an admirable subject for a sketch. We 
dined at an eating-house, where people of all na- 
tions were assembled ; and I was the more in con- 
dition for enjoying this entertainment, from hav- 
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ing just had the pleasure ot' bathing in the Sea of 
Azof. 

At this sultry seasooj and more especisdly after 
the filth and fleas, with which we had been infested 
for some time, in the post-houses, the exercise of 
swimming in this magnificent lake*, was beyond de- 
scription delectable J and recalled to my recollec- 
tion the beautiful lines of my countryman Thomson, 
with the most powerful effect. Never were they 
uttered by one, in circumstances more calculated 
to excite an enthusiastic feeling of their justice. 

'* This is the purest exercise of health. 
The kind refresher of the summer heats ; 
Nor, when cold winter keens the brightening flood. 
Would I weak shivering linger on the brink. 
Thus life redoubles, and is oft preserved 
By the bold swimmer in the swift illapse 
Of accident disastrous. Hence the limbs 
Knit into force ; and the same Roman arm 
That rose victorious o'er the conquer'd earth, 
First leam'd, while tender, to subdue the wave. 
Even from the body's purity, the mind 
Receives a secret sympathetic aid." 

On entering the Sea of Azof, Dr. Lumsden and 
I were astonished to find the water ^e^A, inso- 
much that the cattle and horses were drilling of 
it. The waters of the Don are discharged into it 

* Palus Mceolis, according to the ancient geographers. 
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at a idiort distaniie from this place, and hence the 
cause of the phenomenon now noticed. In the 
evening I accompanied Captain Breiner, one of the 
four Ru99ian officers who were of our party, to see 
the assembly rooms and gardens, which «e very 
neat ; wd, on the way, we had a draught of quMs, 
---a beverage, of which the Russians are very fiind, 
made by steeping bread in water for some days^ 
until the liquor ferments, when it is poured off and 
drunk } and a refreshing enough draught it is, for 
those who are fond of acids. 

Tuesdatf, 9Sd. — After breakfast. Dr. Lumsden 
and I paid a visit to Mr. James, the British vice- 
consul at this place, and found him a polite gen* 
tlemanJike young man. He oftered us every as- 
sistance, and asked us to accompany him to pay a 
visit to the governor of Toganrog, General Pap« 
ko£^ which we did in the course of the forenoon* 
The governor received as most courteously. He 
expressed himself as astonished at the journey we 
had undertaken, and asked us to dine with him on 
the following day. 

Wednesday^ 93di — ^I had been much employed 
yesterday and to-day, looking out for a carriage of 
some kind on springs. There were a great many 
in the place for sale. Some, however, were too 
high priced } others too old, slighti or faulty in 



ot^er particuU|r& At three o'clock we went tQ 
the governor's, where we met a party of ge)i(l0<- 
men, and a pleasant, agreeable lady. His excelr 
lency was most $tttentive ; and we had a hand$oni9 
eptertainment in the Russian style. One ^kh was 
introduced at a time, and^ being already ca^ed, it 
was carried round, for each person to heip him^^. 
Wines are drunk during dinner» bqt nope after* 
wards. Coffee is invariably introdui^d after diQ- 
ner, to finish the entertainmenfL This governor 
had been recalled to St Petersburgh, and a succes- 
sor to him bad been s^^inted* in consequence qf 
some diilferences, widi the particulars of which J 
am not acquainted } but it was a subject of much 
r^ret to the people in general at TpganrOg^ I 
apept the evening at the houae of Mr. Bertrand» 
a respectable merchant of this place. Thjs geur 
tleman is a native of Scotland. I afterwards saw 
his mother in Edinburgh. 

Thursdatf, %iith — We bought a h^echka, or good 
roomy Russian carriage, having two sprlngt; b4^ 
hind only, while the fore part of the body of the 
carriage rests on the axle« For this vehicle We gave 
ISOO paper rubles, equal to about ^4 Sterling! acr 
cording to the rate of exchange at that time. After 
breakfast I accompanied Mr. James to a fair, at 
which I saw herds of horses brought in by the Cal* 
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muck Tartars, quite wild, most of them having ne- 
ver been backed ; and they were driven in herds 
like oxen. I had an opportunity of witnessing 
the astonishing expertness of a Tartar, in taking 
one of these horses out of a herd. A man in the 
fair wished to purchase a particular horse, and the 
Tartar rode up to the herd. He had a long rope 
with a running noose upon it, which he threw over 
the head of the animal, and caught him round the 
neck ; this the horse no sooner felt, than he set ofl; 
as hard as he could gallop, through the fair, the 
Tartar holding by the other end of the rope, until 
he found the horse had the speed of the one on which 
he was mounted, when he was compelled to quit 
his hold, but still continued to chace ; and the horse 
led him a long circuit around the outside of the fair. 
At last, after many twistings and turnings, the man 
came within the length of the rope again, when, 
with much agility, he stooped down and caught hold 
of it, after which he pushed the horse, until he evi- 
dently became a good deal blown ; then, giving 
the rope a turn round his thigh, he gave the beast 
such a jerk, that it nearly choked him, and brought 
him at once to a stand. There was an immense 
number of horses standing in herds. They are the 
property of Cossaks ; and the Tartars are only al- 
lowed to keep a few for themselves, for their trou- 
ble in taking care of them. The horses thus bred 
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are first picked by the agents of the government- 
foT the Russian army ; and the pick costs about 
200 rubles a horse, or:L.8, 6s. Sd* Sterling. Those 
horses, which are not wanted for the army, or fof 
the Cossaks themselves, are sold in this fair on an 
aviereige at half the above rate. 

The Calmuck Tartars resemble much the Indian 
Goorcahs, both in face and %ure. They have ex^ 
actly their square countenances and very small, 
feet : they appear cheerful, good-humoured fel^ 
lows. The women of the Tartars wear their hair 
in two plats, put into bags on each side of the 
head> and several of them had red leather boots^ 
up. to their knees. I have seen some of their houses, 
which are circular, made of sticks^i and covered 
with clothes. They have a door in one side, and 
a hole in the roof for the emission of smoke. I am 
told, that wh^i a stranger stops at one of their 
hidbitations, it is the duty of the lady of the house 
to take his horse from him, and take every care of 
the. animal. She also holds the stirrup when he 
mounts to depart. At the fair of Toganrog, mer- 
chandize of every sort, and cattle of all kinds, are 
exposed for sale. There are two fairs annually, 
one in the month of May, and the other being the 
grand fair at this period. 

Toganrog is a very flourishing town. The one 
half of the houses are new, and a great many are 
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ottly buildiag. The exports bere are chiefly fiin^ 
gnio^ iroD^ and talloer. It has been recently dis- 
covered, th^ for the puiicbase of tbeae articles tiiis 
place is tokoA finroufaMy situated. 

During the winter the Sea of Axof is frozen 
over; and the mercliants M^loy that season in 
naldn^ ptrdisseo fdr the csigoes of the expected 
ships in spring, lamawareof only one gceat ob- 
jedtop to this port. The beach is se extremd^ 
flatirtbat the ship^ are obliged to lie far od&andto 
send and receiye their cargoes from the shore, in 
smdl craft* Many cartas drawn by tall horses, and 
having platforms raised upon them, are employed 
in removing goods from the small vessels^ which 
lie half a mile frdm the shore, to the irarehouses of 
the merchants. 

The gedtle folks use a small Russian carriage, 
called a dtwky, or droshky^ for moving about in, at 
this season, and sledges in winter^ The latter are 
very well made, and calculated for their purpose ; 
but the fomeris the most ridioulous thing I ever 
saw« . . It consisti of small wheels, and merdy a seat, 
with something resembling wings at the sides. In 
a, drosky» when the weather is wet, you have all 
the benefit of rain from above, and mud from be- 
low ; and in dry weather you have no protection 
from the 8un> and the advantage of moving in a 
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clood of dust* They have. g^nearaHy tWo faocste; 
and two people can ride in th^liu 

Friday^ 25th. — Ailer having received the moit 
kind attention from Mr. James, the vice-oonsulf 
Mr^ Hare, his partner in buamess, aod Mr. Ber>* 
trapdf we left Tpganrog about noon for Odessa^ 
We crossed a river at thb end of the first stage. W0 
also crossed two sniaU rivers in the two following 
dayS} but nothing deserving of notice occurred** 
We rested at common post-houses* The popular 
tion of the country is here v^ry scanty. 

Mondafft 2S'^* — ^We reaehed Sodolfi, and had 
clean comfortable lodging. . The country became 
now more populous^ but still we passed vast tracts^ 
on which nothing but hay for horses was rear-^ 
ed. 

Tuesday f S9/A«— During the greater part of this 
day we bad been travelling parallel to the river 
Dni^per^ the opposite bank of which is well wood* 
ed ; but there is not a tree near the road. This 
road is still good, but many ascents retarded 
our progress. All this tract is called the Steppes, 
and nothing but bay is to be seen upon it* At 
the end of the first stage, when within a couple of 
wersts of the village ,of Zenamanski, we passed an 
encampment of a fine park of horse-artillery. ^ 
Thirty-six pieces were parked in complete style 
parallel to the road, and close upon it, so that we 
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had agoodoppoFtunity df seeing them as we passed 
alowly along. Their caliber appeared to be that 
of twelve pounders ; manner oi parking much the 
oame as ouns ; ^os unlimbered in fronts with their 
Umbers in the rear; and a wt^gon in the rear of 
the limber; forming three lines* In the rear of the 
encampment there were large heavy waggons, 
and. all appeared to be in admirable order. The 
tents of the . mesi were very neatly pitched, dose 
to each other, in lines perpendicular to the front, 
but some thatched houses, within the encamp<- 
naent, rather spoiled its general appearance. The 
Russian soldiers whom we now met were smartly- 
dressed, good looking meuir fVom the post-house 
in,the village of Zenamanski, wb^e we breakfast- 
ed, I went to see some horses, which, from their 
appearance and that of their riders, must have be- 
Ifii^ed. to the regular Bussian cavalry. They 
were. brought up to be watered in troughs at a 
well, and I certainly never saw finer looking ani- 
n»al$4 in point of size and shape; but they did not 
s}iew much blood; all mares and geldings. 

Wednesday f 30th. — ^The post-houses were now 
generally in charge of Jews^ who almost invaria- 
ajbly tried to impose on us. For this and other 
reasons, I found it absolutely necessary to assume 
a threatening and blustering manner, and some- 
times even to go a little farther among these 
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rogues. We slept at a pbst> house on the banks of 
the Dnieper, and cros^ that fine rivjer this morn? 
ing on a great clumsy platform boat. ' Passing a 
number of windmills close to the town, we ar^ 
rived at Kherson about two, P.M. where we took 
upour abode in the house, of a' Jew. . , : :/ 

Thursdai/i Sl5t— *In consequence of its being 
necessary to make some repairs on our: carriage^ 
we were detained at Kherson untiL* two o'clock 
this day ; and, after breakfast, we rode out, in a 
hired drbsky, to see a little of the town, ' ;.s*j 

Kherson lies near the mouth of the Dnieper, 
and is a town of considerable extent, without, hav* 
ing much beauty to recommend it. ■. The wooden 
walls, wooden roofs,, and wooden pales for encio* 
sures, give such a degree of sameness to the whole, 
as to have a very bad eiSect. There are, however, 
some good houses and handsome churches, the roofs 
of which are covered with sheet iron, painted blue 
or green, which looks' very well, and is extremely 
durable.^ The Dnieper is here a majestic stream .; 
and ships of considerable burden are moored oft' 
the town. , i 

In this city ihe philanthropic exertions of' the 
immortal Howard were brought to a close. When 
visiting a jail here he caught that fever which ter- 
minated his laudable career. A monument wa's 

o 
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iMgdgo greeted foirer this/ remaioft; but Il^ftl 
ihMik Rumkn noUetDaii luia detenmaedi feo^do koi^ 
iioiir t0: his jMmiffff by bufl£ag a nwa nagnifii* 
cent one. 

/ Tiwn is a fert naar tiie tumra of Khiimn, faut 
which I had not an opportunity of vlstting* 

We uada tbm stages to £Kkohie£^ where we 
arrived a liltle before smnset Nilfobeff is « 
iutMkoine town» staadtng oa a jrniinsiila fotamA 
by^a wiadkig of the river Bqg, whidt is dSiOttt a 
vflute broad opposite to it. like Khetscw^ it ia jmv 
<ti» die Black $fa» M»thout beili^ esactly^iiks%l|t 
of it* Immediately on our arrival at.a landL c^ aei 
,11^* kept by a Jew» wedcessed and proceeded to 
ipaya \isit to our eonntryiii^ti^ J^tniod <j^^9 
who eommanded the Russt4a fleet: in tfi^ JBIsek 
iSf a. We were most politely received bojth by hipa 
i and another British oScer^ also m the .Rttt^an 
«aVy. The admiral wished us, to i^od a d^y 
:ipith him at his residence^ deli^tfuily sitaated on 
4be banks (^the Bo^ about two miles fromNikfi- 
<laM^) hut we wi^^ anxious to prosecute qui: joiNO 
neyi and only paid him a flying visits during whioh 
hs offered us every assistance and kindnefs^ 

Admiral Greig is a handsome man,, of pl^s^nqg 
manners, and, being a great favourite with the 
emptor, of course wears many medals and 
3 . 



Imu^^ of honow; btrt |io lago of wy iwik or 
8iiu«tipn is to ks aom In Mmin, ifUhont- Mmo of 
these onmmmta, m I Iwirv jMramly IhmI ofi^faaioQ 
toreouu-Jc. 

in geqcpal, whM^lt M* wi|>l» few ncff^ms* »nce 
we left Moedok 1 «e fwr w ti^mtVOf^Mm b«»h<- 
^w^od} nor WW thai» utmont » atoo^ to be n^t 
ii«th» ever eino^ we «iQMed tbff nionatvin* «f 
^ C!«iP9Dm}i^ W9 w««e mpeb xvfrohed in tf»> 
veffisg, <hiifi)gtlM heat<»f the 4«9r« by dsGeieae 
wtt«r iDieloiie» whieh we procorecl at » vetyebeup 
mt^ at iiliiiDit every post-house. 

jM4iw> SfipternXfttt itt^-^tomA the river 3«v, 
vttb a^nefeir «iad,'iii « laige bof^at suoriit. 
Withiii two iieges of Odestm one fff Mr A«i- 
wbe^ whldi had been trequffitly impaired, en- 
tirely gave way; and Jlie carriage brohe down 
within a couple of wersts of the post-house^ Co*- 
tempiatiajg this as a probdMe aeeident, we. had 
pmvided a spare cart, '» wtBch we proceeded to 
the other posthoose, within ^ghteen wersts ^f 
Odessa, wheie we slept for the night Pivwg 
this last stage we had a view of the Black Sea* 
dose to tiM roed^ and several ships were in sight 
under safl. 

Saiuf^tb^, 9dj>-mWe had a very pleasant drive in 
o« 
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A^csixt into the dty'^of Odessa' this mornings . and 
took up our quarters in ai French hotel.- In com- 
ing along the road parallel to the sea, we had a 
fine yiew ofthe city and port The former stands 
high, ' in the' north-west c6rna:» ofthe Black * Sea, 
In 4^ North Lat and SS" East Long./ The city 
having been almost entirely built -within the lasft 
ffteen yeani, the clean and neat appeaAtncei^ the 
Itouses, has a pleasing eAct, while afbr^tWoiasts, 
at the Mde, conveys some idea* of the wealtli and 
consequeiKceofthepIace.^ AderbreakfksttWiS'paid 
a visit .to- Mr. James, the British consul'^genearai, 
and also to Messrs. Simnroiid and Heitfn;::by'all 
of whom we were very^ kiadiy^'reclsii^^.'. * *We 
•brought lettm ' of antrodiktion • to c|ft.«: James 
'£x>m his brother tat Toganroig,a»dc dined* -with 
him and his family this day. -TJbey live in'hatu!- 
'some style, in <me of the mosUelegant hpuses:^ 
'Odessa. • r •*.,)'' t '. ».; \[./ 

After our peregrinations- among bajcbarous-^na- 
•tions, we tl^us'^buhd^rselvea at'last in a Bouri^i- 
' ing Christian' dty, on the holders of^orope. '^ By 
the route which* we -had taken from the easit, 
the changes observable in the 'manners .and. cos- 
toms ofthe various nations, as well, as their, co- 
lours, had often been sudden ; but the approach 
to these comparatively civilized' regions was ex- 
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tremely gradual. Onniy ahrivarat BdiT\bay frcim 
Bengal; I found a lAailic:!! dtffi^i^ence io the pec* 
pie. At Muskat, An AiUIh^ again/^ldkd diaiige^ 
\fas tnuch^ more ^tsUmg: f The .costmneB^ »p< 
pteai'aiicej^and mbde^of 'livii^ of tfae.Araftis, 'bewt 
ing very dil^fereiH; from those. of any/ p^le i haii 
an opportunity of seeing onvdbB.omtineaitv?^' 
India* Bushif^e/ 1^raghdn^B6^w^^:is^. an Atab 
cblbny, '^nd : its r/infaabitants differ * in . no .TespeoHf. 
from: those jof .the : towns, onv the opposite coast. ^ 
But 'one lio sooner advances into the Persian ier^- 
ritories^: tilling he finds himself amosgi a mueh.more » 
gay/ livqly, voluptuous people . than the Arabs^i 
On passing fromPersia into 'Georgia, after^havii^ * 
been so loiig accustomed to the swarthy Asiattcsji' 
' I'inbt large bodies of rough, coarse, but compara--' 
tively fair {Russian soldiers* Still, however, our 
approach' to the regions of civilization was almost 
iftiperceptible, for * the Russian * troops were only ' 
birds' of-pas^ge; and the natives <rf' Georgia: 
live-in wretched style, and are scarcely superior 
to^thoseof Hindostan/iu intellectual acquirements. 
Mosdok, perhaps, presents the first appearance of 
a .people, in: some; measure superior to the Asia- 
tics. But a vast tract of country still lies to the 
north and west, that must be traversed before one 
reaches Odessa, which is but on the borders of 
the enlightened portion of Europe. 

03 
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Sknddttf^ 3d.— We dined with the owmlU mA 
qient the evening aba at his lioii9e» where we els* 
perienced the greatest attetation. His niotfaer and 
wift are teiy gented women^ aod his brothem 
fine yookig men^ Our invitatien to his house was 
mow general^ when not otherwisjS engagedt dtm 
ing onr scjoom at Odessf. 

Monday f 4«k«^This momtag^ we iMMnpaiibd 
Mr. Janies^ to be intsodtxc^ fei^ fats exceUcncjr the 
CDunt lisonjerons^ Qo^eraofbgeoeiBl <tf tMs past 
pf Biissia« He was very polite^ and invited us t* 
4in6 widi him on th^Oth inst« Tbo Ciu&lhdi 
been maiiy years in the Bossian ierviod^ ahd i# 
gniiean intelligent, iddier^Ioddng nten* He ik 
descended of* one c^ the first faniiQes in Franee. 
His govemmeat is one of the moM importi^t in 
Bussia^ comprehending all the cdmitdes bordeiv 
11^ on the northern shores of the BkK^ Sea^ the 
Crimea and as fhr as the Don^ which separates it 
from General YermaIoff*s government of the Can- 
dusw We dined tlds day wiiJi Messrs. Sfmmonds 
and Heam» at whose uJ^e we aoet a small and 
^eedbte party of gentlemen^ one of whom waa a 
farmer ^oja Enghuid settled in this n^i^boar* 
bood» 

la passing oirer sticfa a vast extent of fine cieai'^ 
but waste )and$, as lie between Odessa and Mos* 
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49ic^ It dcourred^t^ m^ that SngliBh fsurmerji PtS^^*' 
g^dklle in ibiB quwter^ with far greater ad? aiit«)g^ 
tlwEirarie bj&lfi out 4o tbem bygoiK]@,to ttbeCS^ 
of Good Wope or America. Od iw^ivy^ h^^ 
«ifi^^ fil a^ip0aiB that mi^i^ ^ewlatJQO ia #ten4^ 
Iff Uli ytrf decided objectioosy imte ^ paiticmbi^f 
tf> lidtetaiuferBi who have Mt a «dmid«)riibl9 <^^ 
ht^^isemmtkoii with^ The price of taboiir here 
Mf tt strtf n|^ i» Ngh, wlii}«i» exti|ii^dk)ti|qft<«»^ 
ir»ay i^eiff^ t^t <3£ grain is law^ Thia ftd^tl 
iisom fhe pdatfaats bcdug the property of jtbej npr 
1)108 :^K|tt)^0ors of eM;^ 
IRn^ them, so mai^y days of the: week^ Itii^e.pircijr 
pth^tift^ dispose of imoiense ^aoeitt«i qf th^j^ 
aapeiftious prodiice thus raised, at rates whic^ 
^mdetk ifltipossible for farmers, without llie.saffi^ 
i^9(9tag^» to enter into co^npetttion with the^if; 
fyt these Genera must pay about a ruUe, or 4^ 
#d< ISfeO^g ^Aiiy, for the servioes of a m^^ ii^hp 
is iiidepelident of them* 

la one reapeoti this country preaente advan* 
)iage$ to settlers^ beyond any other country I have 
€ver se^$ for it is naturally perfectly qleanand 
free J^jQlxl ^^t<)iief and brus^^ Isfothing re* 

quires to be done but to make a well, and set 
your ploughs to work, ins|ead of being obliged to 
sink a fortune in preparing the land for the share. 



200 JOURNEY FROM INDIA TO BRITAIN. 

The chief expense would be the building of houses^ 
as it m^ht be requisite to bring the wood from a 
considerable distance* The species of pi*operty, 
which constitutes the riches of a Russi^p noble- 
jnan« i^pears' strange enough at first to a man 
little acquainted with th^ state of that vast em- 
pire. For example, in talking of a certain county 
they say, *< he is a very rich man, he has at least 
£0^000 men. on his estates/' i.e. he can command 
.a portion of the labour of that number of men; 
for wpmen and chiUren are not re<^Qned.. 
Another source of wealth, to die proprietor of 
an estate, arises £rom his monopoly <^' spirits, the 
profits arising from all consumed within the 
estate ^being solely his. Were such a monopoly 
enjoyed by the Highland lairds of Scotland, 
their income would be augmented very considerr 
ably. But it will, no doubt, be said that this prac- 
tice gives the proprietor such a direct interest in 
the encouragement of intemperance and immora- 
lity, that it is surprising the Russians of the pre- 
sent day should allow it. We should, however, 
recollect that, in Britain and her colonies, a sys- 
tem eij^ists which, I fear, has as* strong a tenden- 
cy to demoralize the lower orders* But I must 
not so far quit my proper path on the present oc- 
casion, as to enter on speculations touching the 
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policy or expediei&y'of the excise law^ as they 
now 'exist The poor RusdftQ whQ.^^eta mo^jt 
children^ and drioks most spirits, isj;hj$'best sub- 
ject of the noble ; by the former the estate be- 
comes mpre vuludbl^, (none being allowed to qijiit 
it,) and, by the latter, he fai^kes am inti^^idj^^ 
riBturix to the /coffefsof the castle. , , 

Much of the produce of Poland inigrato, &c«» 
&CU issetld at Odessa, and exported ta;^!! the ports 
of the Mediterraisean, and even to England; aoc^ 
many Polish Jadies and:g;entXein^ii visit this city 
ammaliy, where tibey; spend, the cwhtheyttbtaiA 
by thus dispo^g of the surplus pi^qduce..of their: 
estates. After a good sale they d^Sih away at a 
fine xate.: The. ladies are nojb the most ddicatevtit 
virtiious in the wcttrld, as. I beard from a geptle-» 
man ofunquestioQable Veracity, that J^ bad.been 
in company- with aboqt a doze^ of the Polish 
dames, three<*fourths of whom hc(d been d^yorc9d 
from their husbands, without forfeiting. .thei( 
station in society. After dmufr we, took . a 
drive about the city, and vi|sited:tb$puhlic gar-} 
dens, which are not very admirable or extensive^ 
but may be called a pretty shrubbery. I wQntJto 
spend the evening* as usual, at the consul'i? house, 
where I met a Russian prince and the Count Laun- 
jerons. In talking of the population of Odessa, the 
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Count ni4 ^* the CBOaiUe of alt fiurope an orilecteil 
in it}*' and he partioularly execfated the Greeks^ as 
the greatest acoundieb under the turn They had 
been Bending oomphints against his exe^ency to 
8t Brteisbttigh ; and nte, 1 believf» from all ao 
countiy an intriguing, worthless set* 

TumU^p Aft.— We dined tc^^day with Mn iMVh 
der» 4 very respectable English merchant^ and 
partner in business with the consult to whose fis- 
ter lie is marned* The dinner was served up in 
the Russian sQrle^ in which you have every thing 
boty and only one dish at a tima Every wealthy 
family has its ice»pit here» which is an.incompan^ 
ble luxury in the hot season^ In the evening Dr^ 
Lumsden and I took our usual drive about the 
city, and I returned to spend the evening and 
pli^ cards at Mn Lauder's, whera I met the con- 
sults &mily, and two or three very pleasant gen<> 
tlemen, among whom was a young German Baron^ 
I oummonly played cards here in the ev^ningi 
but could not at first understand the use of the 
chnUk^ a small piece of whieh is given te each per* 
sen fiMT the put]x>se ci markii^ his game on the 
tsfale« There is also a brush on the tablci fcM* the 
common use c^the company, to rub out the qum- 
bers marked on the green cloth. In the morning 
I generally walked to a place outside of the city 
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And biltbQ(3 in the Black Sea. By the way, I may 
observe thM the most ancient nadie of thissei ivttft 
Pimtus AsasnuSf {ah ^ prm et ^ hospe»f) on acu 
icoantaf the barbarisia and ferocity of the p^Kifite 
who inhabited its shcn^es. Its name afterwards utih' 
derwent the most comjdete possible change ; for 
fi iBitBS Callcid EuMtn^^ (jU^m ho^pttaHs,) thecfaarac« 
t^r and disjpontion of the pdopte leaving beeiiriler*^ 
ed by sdme Grecian colonies^ which settled ambkig^ 
them i and I am sure that no traveileni ever hid 
greater reason to attest the justice of the dteitu 
tion than we hadi for the hospitality imd kindness, 
which we experienced at Odessa, have produced a 
lasting impr^sibn, and will ev^ assodaici the name 
of tbo Buannewhh sentiments of gratitude, in onr 
minds« 

Wedne^gday^BAf'^liaymg now had an opporti** 
pity of seeing a good deal of the city of Odessa, I 
fhay attempt some des6ript|pn d it« 

Odessa is said to conttdii abcmt iSO,iOOO inhaM« 
tants; but covers twice as much ground as at^ 
of the old cities 0f Europe of the same poptds^on, 
the streets beii^ almost broad to a fanlt, and M 
ajt right angles with each otfien When the plan 
pf this city was laid down, within the last twenty 
years, ground for building was given to all who 
chQse to apcept f^ it, w^h only the obligation 
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of building upon it, to form the squares ' and 
streets as laid down. Many streets and some 
good houses were soon built, but unffonnity in the 
external appearance of the houses formed .no part 
of the oUigation on the. builder ; ! consequently 
they were run up, of all soils and sizesr .The gene- 
ral plan of the city was thus very sin&ilar to that 
of the new town of Edinburgh ; : although the uni* 
formity in the elevation of the houses,' which gives 
to the modern Scottish capital: so pebuliarly neat 
and regular an appearance, as to surprise every 
stranger, was not prescribed as; an! indispensable 
rei^uisite to be [observed by those: who chose' to 
build in Odessa. Indeed it is plain tliat such a 
requisite, if here enforced, . would' greatly check 
the extension of the town ; and it must have had 
the same effect in 'Edinburgh, had it not been for 
the common , stairs, (as they are called,) by which 
different families are enabled to occupy distinct 
floors of the same building, without ' interfering 
with each other.-' This mode of comfen^mg* the po- 
pulation was. previously well understood, because 
rendered necessary by local circumstances, in the 
old city of Edinburgh, during the tumults and tur- 
bulence of former ages. The Russians, how- 
ever, had not been accustomed to this inge- 
nious mode of accumulating families over fami- 
lies; and it was, therefore, impossible to en- 
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ferce it at Odessa*' , When this city wus com^ 
menced^ the demand for materials and /w<^rk»}ea 
bdsDg at ihrstlfar: beyond what could be^sup|died» 
bol3i were extravagai^tly dear, and houses tbdof 
cb^.much more than they do now. Many people 
deferred, building on the .ground ^iven for that 
puirpose^iuntil threatened by the police with the 
loss o£* the !samB, when they wereanaimannercbm^ 
pelled to build something in the shape Qf a house. 
Hence one sees cottages and p'alaces in.tbe^saine 
stx^et.' Bip$ul streets ' are .'no doubt desirable ia 
cities ; Hut .tiiose streets Sbould be paved, ot&^r^ 
Mrisi^ i&.<I^t weather, ti^ dust becotnes intolerably 
^dthe j0Pider the surface ciii up by carnages and 
carts,^ the. inore.;annoying it isl .' Yesterday the 
jdust was Ivery disagreeable.; to-day we Ib^ a 
shower or two of rain : and a. man cannot waikfive 
yards without pounds of clay stickily to. his. boots. 
•The, greatest incorivenienceas thus ^ndiired by the 
people of .Odessa, from the want of paving to their 
stVdets. ,* : . ; . ' 

There are several handsome churches in Odessa, 
and the' nouses: aire built chiefly of a freestone, 
which is cut'witjii hatchets, and procured all rouiid 
the place at a veryrmjwleratetrate. One hundred 
-small, but: cotaveniently-sized stones for building, 
' Weill cut, are laid^down in your yard for a paper 
ruble; (little more than one shilling EjDglish mqneyO 
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Tim Is not alw^s the eate* but at prawnt tlnre 
SM a great many men empicj^d ia atone cuisii^. 
Tbo atone ia of too aoft a natuie » be very Am* 
Ue. Odessa is a irao port } said daring the ianl 
jF«ar fi71 iUpft arrived at it»and66Asaa0d£m»tt^ 
The British having shut their ports against the 
iniportation of finia^n grain, a considefaUe dsiil^io^ 
of loss and inconfoniepee arose to the OdkmA 
merchants* 

We dined this Aiy with the Oonnt Lamyfo a at 
who was very kind and aflbUet bat appears toane 
nther to eccentric Sort of diarselari He hMiha 
like a man of forty, though aetuallf tqnrards ef 
sixty years of age. The {n^esent countess^ his third 
wife, is a good looking lady, and fhe dster of 
Captain Breiner, a gentJeman whoin I have had 
occasion to mention. 

The rents of houses at Odessa are stSI so extras 
vagandy high, that the consul-general receives a 
sum equal to L.800 Sterling a*year, ibr part of the 
ground floor of his house, which is occupied by 
rfiopkeepers. 

In the evenii^ we attended the noble asnnt- 
lAy, where all the beauty and ftafaion of Oid- 
aa were assembled, consisting of &» governor- 
general. Count Launjerons, counts and 0ount- 
esses I^know not how many, one prince, and 
many general officers. Tbore wa^e many fine ghis 
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in thp Mom^ the company w6re ir€}lili»aied; lulMi 
3 good band of mitsic attended.. Tfa? biA eon»* 
mmiced by a quick march ci ladiw and genfit^ 
men, of all ttges^ in patra aronnd the rpom } the 
Count Launjerons at the bead, leading a countess^ 
who bad been M^aialed from hgK hwbwd fat 
some time; after a turn or two, the gentlemen 
dropped the hands of the ladies in the middle of 
the room, and they were allowed to find their 
chairs as tl^y bi»t could j but had hardly done so» 
when other gentlemen came up and handed them 
io another promenade. After thus ipai^luttg about 
for some time^ they stood up to a. country dancer 
^hidi |hey went through, I thougfaty very indi& 
ierently, tuaikA without either life or grace^ Tb^ 
«oiuitry dances were followed by wali^ii^y an it 
style superior to any I had ever seen* What 
twisting and twirMi^ 1 no want of life now ! the 
ladies displayed their form% and seemed to danoe 
wkh uncommon spirit. The ^olonese danos 
came next, and I thougiht, it a very pret^ oo^, 
though there is a great deal of walUsiqg in 
it, which I look upon in such a light, that I 
hope never to sea any lady in whom 1 9m int«r- 
.ttted engaged in such a dance. There is such a 
di^ree of poetic delicacy and pc&^tSin the &1- 
loving lines of an £n^ish baronet on this subjecl;, 
that I dMiU reqmre to make no iqK)logy for intrv- 
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itecing them/ more especialiy as the sentiment^ 
^hich they contain, will be congenial, I preaume, 
•with the feelings of most of my readers. 

" What ! the girl I adore by another embraced : 
What ! the balm of her lips shall another man taste ? 
What ! touched in the twirl by another man's knee ; 
What 1 pMiting redine oa another than me f 
Sk, she'j yoatfv/ from the grape you have pressed the 

•ofl blue. 
From the rose you have. shaken the tremulous dew. '^ 
What youVe touched, you may take: pretty waltzer^' adieuf* 

Thursday 7th. — Havipg engaged a superior ser- 
vant, who spoke Russian, German, and French^ to 
accompany us to oldl England, and having settled 
all ouF business at Odessa, after dining \7ttii. Mr. 
Lauder, we started. We had now four horses in 
our carriage, which contained all our baggage, as 
well as our servant, the coachman, and ourselves. 
Half way between the first and second stages, we 
lost our road, and were obliged to halt for the 
night, and sleep in our carriage. . > 

Fridai/^ 8tk;— Our course lay. much alotig the 
banks of the Dniester. W>e b&d at this time rainy 
weather, which wais yery' disagreeable. 
^ Saturday, Q/A—^Heavy rain ; the country very 
pretty, and well wooded, all along on both sides of 
the Dniester. We slept in a miserable hovel of a 
post-house, with two or three men,and!wom6n, aiid 



BALTA. ^9 

Iseverd children, in the same room with us. The 
Ru8i!»an8 seem to dread exceedingly the admission 
of a little fresh air ; in. consequence of which, doors 
and windows are always shut, and I was often much 
annoyed by close rooms. 

Stmdmf^ 10£%.--*-Reached Balta, a pretty large 
town, to break&st The streets of this place, as 
well as the roads, were in a shocking state, after 
the rain ; none of the roads w streets of the Russian 
towns, which we hadseen,beingpaved« From Balta, 
the sides of the roads are lined with fine belts of 
planting, and the country is extremely pretty, and 
well wooded. Between Oliviopol and Obddofka, 
we passed a beautiful seat, the residence of Count 
Grbdovitch, a Russian field-marshal. At a low 
l^vem in tiie town of Balta, we met two English- 
men, who were engaged in trade in this part of the 
oratitry; One of them, (a Mr. Hodgson,) told us 
he had seen the £mperor Alexander some days ago» 
who asked him many questions, and spoke to him 
in the English language with much affability. We 
slept in a spirit shop, where the Russians were 
dHnking spirits as most men do water. << Wadhi, 
wadhi,'' was the order of the day } and I observed 
one fellow, at day-break, toss off a couple of 
jtumblers full, without the least ceremony. 

We were subjected to much annoyance, in con- 
sequence of an order of the Emperor relative to 

p 
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the number of' po8t-hories» which tfaivellers are 
obliged to take. It is directed that &ur or six 
horses are to be put to a gentleman's carriage^ ac- 
cording to its being heavy or otherwise* Four 
horses had brought us on in capital style hereto- 
fore» but now an impudent feUow joame up and 
said <^ You must.bdf^ six.^—- We consideied it an 
impositionf and resisted ( but what was to be done ? 
His Miyesty had made this man the sole judge 
in the case at issue j and, we were obliged to yidld 
or stand still, for he would not allow us to start 
with less than six horses. This day we met a party 
of Hungarian peasants, very.bonest, stout4Qoking 
men, with immense Quaker's hats. 

Monday 9 ll/^-^rThe jcountiy through which we 
now passed was extrem^ beauliiful^ well captivat- 
ed, and very populous. We sddom moved five 
miles, without coming to a large viUage or town ; 
,and sometimes two or three were in view at once. 
We saw hills and dales studded with variegated 
woods, well watered, and enriched by luxuriant 
corn fields } 

'* Lakes, forests, dties, plains extending wide^ 
The pomp <^ kings, and ahcfpherd's hambler pride.'' 

Since we left Odessa, we had hardly seen a wind- 
mill. Now, every village had a dam thrown across 
a valley near it, for the retention of water j and 

5 
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under this dam they have generally one or two 
mills for grinding their grain. This morning we 
passed over a; considerable portion of the immense 
estates of the Count Potolski ; and on entering the 
town of Fulzin, had a view of a splendid palace in 
the centre 6f it, which is die residence of that wor- 
thy family. Fulzin is a very neat town. Hav- 
ing been detained some hours^ we had an opportu- 
nity of seeing a little of it. This is a considerable 
military station ; and we saw several parties of 
men, exceedingly welUdressed, soldier-looking 
fellows. In no army, perhaps, is there more at- 
tention paid to the dress and appearance of the 
men, than in the Russian at present After leav- 
ing the town of Braclaw, we crossed the river Bog 
for the second time. At this ferryy two long plat- 
forms are in use, and run parallel to each other, 
with ropes from one side of the river to the other, 
so that one is not detained two minutes in crossing 
at any time. In the afternoon of this day, we met 
a detachment of about 500 chasseurs on their 
march. We did not see them to advantage, ^s 
they were in old clothes ; but I could not help re- 
marking, that, with one exception, while the men 
were' obliged to keep the rank*s, the officers rode on 
carts and horseback, smoking pipes. 

Tuesday^ 12th. — ^Just before we entered the town 
of Winnica, we crossed the river Bog for the third 
p2 



212 JOURNEY FROM INDIA TO BRITAIN. 

time. Here we had a wooden bridge, the river 
being very small. As far as I could judge from 
passing through the country, I should certainly 
suppose that two-thirds of the population are Jews, 
and one-third Russians or Germans : for many 
stages past one might have thought every town a 
second Jerusalem. The men are dirty arid filthy 
looking, but seem to take a great delight in having 
their women the reverse, for they are neatly dress* 
ed, and their houses, as well as their persons, al« 
ways clean. The Jews in this country live on the 
fat of the land, and are, to all appearance, in pos- 
session of every comfort. They generally build 
an immense shell of a house, live in one end of it 
themselves, and appropriate the other to their 
horses, &c. To almost every post-house there is 
attached an ale-house, kept by a Jew and his &- 
mily, whom we found very ready to supply our 
wants at breakfast and dinner, and by no means 
unreasonable in their demands. 

At the town of Letchief we visited a very old 
Catholic church, the interior of which was covered 
with miserable daubs of paintings and clumsy im- 
ages. The country, through which^ we had been 
travelling for some days past, was one which the 
Emperor Alexander had just left ; and it appeared 
to have been prepared for his inspection, the rail- 
ings of all bridges without exception, even of those 



METCHLEBOCBE. 213 

over the most trivial brook or ditch^ having been 
neatly painted with stripes of red, white, and black ; 
and all the houses painted or white-isvashed. 
The exterior of a, Russian cottage is generally 
white-washed, and would lead one to expect 
much comfort within ; but there is a degree of fa- 
miliarity between hogs and men in this country, 
which is quite incompatible with any thing like 
cleanliness; and the grunters march into the houses 
as if accustotned to procure their food from under 
the landlord's table. When little more than five 
wersts from Letchief, and driving through a fine 
wood, the c^fbre wheel of our carriage broke down, 
which obliged us to walk a short distance, and to 
remain until our servant brought a pair of wheels 
from the town of Metchleboche, where we arrived 
after it became dark. 

Wednesday^ 1S<A.— The necessary repairs of our 
carriage were not completed until late in the af- 
ternoon, so that we were only able to make out one 
long stage of forty wersts, , which brought us to 
Zapadinskia, where we found an inn affi>rding a 
comfortable room. 

Thursday, l4fA.— We started early diis morning, 
and advanced with considerable ease, though the 
roads were heavy from the late rains. There are 
a great many Roman Catholics in this part of the 
country ; and ever since we left Balta, we had 

PS 



^14 JOURNEY FROM INDIA TO BRITAIN. 

observed large crosses erected on the road ade, 
with varioQs implements emblematical of the cro- 
cifixion, consisting of a vpoon^ a long-handled mal* 
let, a pair of pincers, a ladder, &c« We had abo 
seen several statues of the Virgin Mary placed un- 
der small buildings. 

We arrived at Radzwilofl^ the last stage in Rus- 
sian Poland, soon after it had 4iecome dark, and 
got into a comfortable inn, but were charged very 
high for the little we required. The double rows 
<rf* young trees <m each side of the road, which I 
mentioned in a former note as commencing at Bal« 
ta, had been continued all the way to this town, 
being a distance pf 485^^ wecsts. At present the 
trees are young, but in a few years they will be 
highly ornamental. The town of Kremimtz, which 
we passed through in the afternoon, is overlooked 
by the remains of a hill fort, much resembling an 
Asiatic one, and a veiy striking object. 

Friday^ 1^/A.— Adieu to Russia, and all it con- 
tains. We crossed^the frontiers this morning, and 
reached the free town of Brody, in the Austrian do- 
minions, id an hour and a half. The road was exe- 
crably bad, and, when we entered the town, the 
stieets were still worse, the carriage wheels rolling 
over trees covered with about a foot of mud and 
water. While thus in danger of sticking every 
moment, we were not a little astonished by being 
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detained at a barrier to pay a toll, for permission to 
move on thi& highway, which had nearly lAaken 
our carriage as well as ourselves to pieces. Hav^ 
ing now taken leave, of Russia and its people, I 
presuoie, for ever, I may be pardoned in offering a 
few general remarks^ regarding the treatment we 
experienced during a sojourn of ne^ly two months 
in that mighty state. 

We entered the Russian empire with fyw intro^ 
ductions, no knowledge of the langnagei or the 
customs of the pec^le^ and without the advantage 
of being men of rank, who are more looked up to 
in this, than perhaps in any other country. We 
passed through an ^ctent of about 1572 English 
miles, and it is quite astonishing that we did not 
meet ynth more difficulties, particularly when we 
were without a servant, or any means of commu- 
nicating with the people, for some days. One thing 
was in our favour : the common people of Russia 
treat officers in the army with a great degree 
of respect, and are in the habit of obeying their or- 
ders without delay, as they are sure of meeting 
with chastisement on the spot, when they are defi- 
cient in exertion. I knew this, and took advan- 
tage of it. Having no clothes with me but my re- 
gimentals, I, of course, never appeared without them, 
and they certainly commanded a degree of atten- 
tion, which we should not otherwise have received. 
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But the fact i8» that the Runians are generally a v^ 
cheerful, good-humoured people, well inclkied to 
oblige, and moderate to a d^^ee in their charges. 
As to travelling, I am quite satisfied that in Rus- 
sia you proceed as expeditiously, and at a cheaper 
rate, than in almost any other country in the world. 
You can accomplish twenty English miles in two 
hours, for less than ten shiUings, including what is 
usually given to the post4K>y; and this is easy 
driving ; for, although I had lost my watch, I am 
certain many of the boys went that distance in one 
hour and a half. 

The Russian gentlemen who spoke French, and 
were thus able to communicate with us, we inva- 
riably found polite, wellJ}red men, with every dis- 
position to oblige*. They were generally per- 



* Theaothor'taooimntof tbeobUgiiigdi^Oiitio&of tbelU^ 
is couflnned by the tsstimony of one of the moit acute and inteUi- 
gent travellen who. have Utely visiied them. It ia, therefore, pre- 
iiuned, that a short extraet from the Memours of Madame de Stael, 
during her ten years exile, may be here properly introduced, more espe- 
cially as this distinguished female, during her long residence in Rus- 
sia, and her intercourse irith the more polished part of its society^ 
had superior opportunities of information, before committing to paper 
the following profound and enlightened remarks, oft the character and 
peculiarities of ito people. '' It cannot," says Madame de Stael, '^ be 
too often repeated, that this nation is composed of the most striking 
contrasts. Perhaps the mixture of European civilization and Asiatic 
character is the cause. The manner of the Russians is so obliging, that 
you mig^t imagine yourself the very first day intimate with them, and 
probably at the end of ten years, you would not be so. The silence 
of a Ruspian is altogether extraordinary j ihvi silence is solely occa- 
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sons who had seen a good deal of the world, and 
i^ere perhaps superior to many, who had not the 
same advantages. 

sioned by what he takes a deep interest in. In other respects they 
talk as much as you will ; but their conversation teaches you nothing 
but their politeness ; it betrays neither their feelings nor their opi- 
nions. They have been frequently compared to the French ; in my 
opinion with the least justice in the world. The flexibility of their 
organs makes imitation in all things a matter of ease to them; they 
are EpgUsh, French, or German in their manners, according to cir- 
cumstances ; but they never cease to be Russians, that is to say, unit- 
ing impetuosity and reserve, more capable of passion than friendship ; 
more bold than delicate; more devout than virtuous; more brave 
than chivalrous; and so violent in their desires, that nothing can 
stop them, when their gratifieation is in question. They are much 
more hospitable than the French ; but society does not with them, 
as with us, consist of a circle of clever people of both sexes, who take 
pleasure in talking together. They meet, as we go to a fete, to see a 
great deal of company, to have fruits and rare productions from Asia 
or £urq^ ; to hear music ; to play ; in short, to receive vivid emotions 
from eai:temal objects, rather than from the heart or understanding, 
both of which they reserve for actions and not for company. Besides, 
as they are in general very ignorant, they .find very little pleasure in 
serious conversation, and do not all pique themselves on shining by 
.the wit they can exhibit in it Poetry, eloquence, and literature are 
not yet to be found in it ; luxury, power, and courage are the prin^ 
dpal olgects of pride and ambition ; all other methods of acquiring 
distinction appear, as yet, effeminate and vain to this nation. 

'' But the people are slaves, it will be said ; what character, there- 
fore, can they be supposed to have ? It is not certainly necessary for 
me to say, that all enlightened people wish to see the Russian people 
freed from this state; and probably no one wishes it more than the 
Emperor Alexander; but the Russian slavery has no resemblance 
in its effects to that of which we form the idea in the west ; it is not, 
as imder the feudal system, victors who have imposed severe laws on 
• the vanquished. The ties, which conneet the grandees with the peo- 
ple, resemble rather, what was called a family of slaves among the an- 
cients, than die state of serfs among the modems. There is no mid- 
dling class in Russia, whiph is a great drawback on the progress of 
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The rooms of the Ruanan houses are heated hy 
means of stoves^ which, though less cheerful in ap- 
pearance than an English fire, certainly diffuse a 
more agreeable and more equal warmth; while at the 
same time they consume less fuel. The oak and 
the birch were the most common trees in the 
Russian, or rather Polish woods, until we got 
into low sandy soil, after leaving the town of 
Kremmitz, when firs supplanted them. We re- 
marked a great paucity of the feathered tribe in 
the latter part, of our journey, though chiefly 
through a well wooded country. We had seen 



fitentore and ihe arts ; for it is generally in that daas ^t know* 
ledge is developed ; but the want of any medium between the noln* 
lity and the people creates a greater affection between them both* 
l%e distance between the two daaaes appears greater, becaose there 
are no steps between these two extremities, which, in hidt, border 
Tery nearly on each other, not being separated by a mMiHfaig class^ 
This is a state of social erganiiation quits mdlminmUe to the know* 
ledge of the higher classes, bat not so to the happiness of the lower. 
Besides, where there is tio representative goyemment, Aat is to say, in 
eonntries where the sovereign still pvomidgBtes the law which he is 
to execute, men are frequently more degraded by the very sacrifice of 
their reason and character, than they are in this vast empire^ in which 
a few simple ideas of rtHgim and comUry serve to lead the great mass 
under the guidance of a few heads. The immense extent of the 
Russian empire also prevents the despotism of the great from pressing 
heavflyin detail upon the people ; and, finally, above aD, the reli- 
gious and military spirit is so predominant in the nation, that allow* 
ance may be made for a great many enrors, in favour of those two 
great sources of noble actions. A person of fine intellect said that 
Russia resembled the plays of Shakespeare, in which aU that u not 
faulty is sublime ; and all thai is not subHtne is faulty ; an observation 
of remarkable justice." 
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the Russian, horses to the greatest advantage, 
la winter, J am told, they look miserable, which I 
can readily believe, from their being all geldings. 

Saturday^ September 16<A.— The population of 
Brody being chieifly Jewish, the whole place was 
quiet, and all business at a stand, this day being 
their Sabbath. Aft^ breakfast we walked out to 
see the town, and I think it is, without exception, 
the most dirty, filthy place I have ever seen. As 
we were only travelling during the day, and 
economy was an object with us, we determined 
on trying the plan of hiring one set of four horses 
from a Jew, to take us from hence to Vienna, for 
which we agreed to pay forty ducats*, and we were 
to be thus transported thither in eleven days. This 
plan was much cheaper than that of hiring the 
post horses, and for us, perhaps, just as expeditious. 
From a miserable want of arrangement in the 
Austrian government, we were compelled to re- 
main here until our passports were sent to Lem- 
berg, aboutTseventy miles distant, and others pro- 
vided for us from the same quarter ; nor were we 
even allowed to proceed to that place, although it 
was directly in our route. We were at the ex- 
pense of sending an express with our passports. 
We had, however, got into a very good inn, the 

* A ducat is 9s. 4d. Sterling. 
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rooms of which were handsomely painted, and 
provided with stoves. These occupy a good deal 
of space in most rooms ; but here we had hand- 
some small cast-iron ones, which, instead of prov« 
ing an incumbrance, are rather ornamental pieces 
of furniture. 

Sunday^ September VJth. — ^About noon our pass- 
ports were returned, accompanied by Austrian 
ones, ibr which, and the expense of the express, 
we had to pay ninety florins *. Within a couple 
of hours we set c&\ and after experiencing much 
civility at the custom-house, we proceeded on our 
journey slowly, over a capital made road, as straight 
as a rush. When about three German miles from 
Brody, we passed a fine castle, belonging to the 
Polish prince Cherinkski. It stands high, and is 
surrounded by a well-wooded, very pretty coun- 
try. The road passes between the castle, and 
what we took to be the private chapel of the 
prince, which is very handsome indeed, being a 
circular building, with a dome and splendid por- 
tico, supported on Corinthian pillars, bearing 
many statues of saints, &c. as large as life, and 
apparently well executed. The front of this edi- 
fice has a very rich appearance. The castle is 
so enclosed with trees and gardens as to prevent 

* A German florin is Ss. 3d. Sterling. 
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r obtaining a distinct view of it. This evening 
.ing a high festival among the Jews, we attended 
. synagogue, in the village where we slept. ' The^ 
>tiildingwa8 divided into two parts» one for the' 
men, the other for the women, I did not remark ' 
any thing particular in the dress of the latter, but 
the men were clothed in white gowns, many of 
which had high embroidered collars, and all the 
people appeared exceedingly earnest in their de- 
votions. Some, while reading, what we took for 
the Old Testament, were beating their heads and 
breasts, and bathed in tears; all were reading 
aloud, while an immense number of candles were 
burning. 

Monday^ l%th. — ^We found the road remarkably 
good, and the numerous landscapes presented to 
our view, as we passed along, extremely beautiful.. 
I observed the female sex employed in various oc- 
cupations in Gallicia, which I had never seen them 
attempt before. Men and women were working to- 
gether in repairing the roads. A man or boy holds 
the plough, and a woman drives the cattle, which 
are usually a pair of horses in front of a pair of bul- 
locks. I further observed two women thrashing 
grain with flails. I cannot say I admire the sys-^ 
tem of out-door work for the ladies. 

We had been pestered by innumerable beggars 
since we entered this province. As we approach- 
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ed the city of Lemberg, we met many travellers of 
distinctiiHi ; and the country became very roman-* 
tic. The first view we had of the city was firom 
the summit of a hiU» when all at once we had a 
bird's eye view, embracing the whole of the spires, 
churches, and finest part of it in the foreground, 
with the less interesting objects behind. 

On entering Lemberg, we passed a grand hos* 
pital for the Austrian soldiers, on our left, and 
were particularly stru^ with the splendid houses 
of tlie city in general. We drove to the Russian 
hotel, which is quite a palace, both in its external 
appearance and interior accommodations ; and af- 
ter giving orders for dinner, we sallied forth to 
pay a visit to one of the chief Jesuit priests, to 
whom we had brought a letter of introduction ircmi 
.his brother at Mosdok. We found the priest very 
polite, but could not expect much attention from 
him, as he was but a guest himself in the house of 
a friend next door to the Dominican church* Af- 
ter our visit we entered the Dominican church, and 
found it a splendid building, both in its proportions 
and decorations. The centre of the church is of 
an Oval shape, surmounted by a high coppla. Co- 
rinthian pillars support a fine organ at one end, 
and many well executed statues of saints all round, 
while, at the opposite end, the altar makes a mag- 
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nificetit display. When we had satisfied our curio- 
sity in the church, we made our guide shew us all 
over the cityt and I pifonounce it to be one of the 
finest of its size to be seen any where* The houses 
ne gebtoaUy tibree or four stories high, besides the 
attic ; they are biiilt with great taste, and many 
of them highly ornamented with mouldings over 
the windows^ and compartments of figures between 
them. You seldom meet mean and splendid houses 
in the same street i all being generally good, and 
many elegant. The Austrian guard-houses in 
Lemberg are very neat, appropriate buildings ; and 
the soldiers are smart, goodJooking men, in a white 
uniform, with caps similar to what the British gre- 
nadiers formerly wore. 

After <Unner we went to the German theatre, 
and spent a very pleasant evening. We did not 
understand much of what was said ; but the danc- 
ing, scenery, and musip, were extremely good, 
and a ^eat treat to us, . after spending such a pe- 
riod, removed from the civilized societies of both 
the East and West. The theatre was badly light- 
ed, (as is generally the case through Austria and 
France) and, I think, defective in shape, being 
too deep for. its breadth. The house was not 
fuU. 

Tuesday^ 19th. — We left Lemberg at sun-rise 
this morning, exceedingly gratified by the sight we 
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had of it. In many of the houses I observed doiMe 
window-frames, with windows within and without, 
which is a good plan in cold climates ; and the Po- 
lonese have irequentlj exotic plants in flower-pots 
between the inner and outer windows^ which are 
very pretty. Thus they have the advantage of ei- 
ther the heat of the sun, or of the stove in the room, 
without giving one the trouble of removing them 
at any season. 

The morning was delightful, and we enjoyed our 
drive very much. When passing through a village 
we met a troop of Austrian dragoons, well mounted 
and appointed, white uniform, with l<mg boots and 
helmets, but the latter I thought very ugly. We 
saw the Carpathian mountains, which separate Gal- 
licia from Hungary, parallel to us on the left. 
The province of Grallicia fell to the share of Aus- 
tria at the dismemberment of Poland, and is as fine 
a country in every respect as I have ever seen. 

Wednesday t SOth. — ^This day was not so pleasant 
as yesterday, for we had a cold rainy morning. We 
passed a fine church and monastery at Jaraslow, in 
the forenoon, and a fine old fortified castle at Land- 
suit, the property of Count Potolski, in the even- 
ing. I was gratified by the sight of an Austrian 
battalion of infantry, this morning. The men were 
generally young and good-looking* but their dress 
was particularly mean and shabby. This I con- 
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cilude to be a sort of every-day uniform, while the 
fine white cloth coats are reserved for grand occa- 

. sions. The officers were smart, well-dressed gen- 
tlemen. We had an opportunity of insfiecting 
them minutely, as they passed down a street by 
companies, while we came up the same street. 

Thursday^ 21^.-^Weather clotidy and unplea- 
sant. We met a great many large waggons with 

. four or six horses, moving slowly along the road. 

. I never saw horses so badly yoked for draught as 
in this country ; the pole-horses are usually a 
horse's length from the carriages ; and the leaders 
a great deal too far from them again* 

A miserable hovel of a Jew's house on the road- 
side was all that presented itself for our accommo- 

, dation last night. There was such an ofFensiye smell 
in it, that I had my carpet placed under the canopy 
of heaven, as I had been wont to do in Persia and 
Georgia ; but I was no longer in a climate to be 
depended on for an hour ; it began to rain, and 
I was obliged to retreat into the house in the mid- 
dle of the night, with a slight cold as a re.ward for 
the experiment. 

, Friday^ 22c?.-^Soon after leaving Janow this 
morning we came past a regiment of Austrian dra- 
goons, which was assembling for exercise from that 
and the neighbouring villages* They were well 
mounted and accoutred ; their uniform white. I 

Q 
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^nmiasrk^dttflny ofliie trooperBsmfC^kiBginthe ranks 
tts ^ey rode along, which is rather an mmillitaiy 
^rMtice* The ramrods ef the pistols were not at- 
tached 4to them/bat fasteaed by a thoi^ to the^cross- 
%eh8. Their helmets were ugly, bodts long, hnt 
the mBa wcdl pat on their horses. We arrived at 
VtTwIicza, or VelHzka, soon after sunset. 

Sokirdqtff 23(1-— Tbis morning we went to we 
the far-famed salt tmses, situated in this town. 
The woHth 'of flie mne is co^red'by a large woofl- 
4en Gilding, in whidi d«c machinery is woAefl for 
Mimig up the sak, fcc. from it. ^Pbis machineiy 
consists of a horizontal wheel, with cogs, turned by 
foar horses, which wheel moves a vertical one, the 
ttsis w)iereof crosses *the mouth df the mine, and 
iupon this axis the rope is cdlled and uncoiled, 
Wfaidh hosts or lowers. The conductor, -who came 
»t0^fi with the gov^mof^s permission for wirfleeing 
*he mine, brought us white gown«, whidh we^t 
*on over our cloths, in order to «ave fhem ^rom 
-dirt, while four boys prepared their lamps for our 
descent. Slings were prepared, into whieh ikte 
boys were first lowered down a short way : we 
*ben got into. another «et of ilings above them jnand 
^lldes<5ended a squa^e^mft of forty fathoms. ^Erom 
%hetY6te 'We walked dang ^fine %road galleries, cut 
through either«rock ^It or -eai^th, which, in the 
latter ease, were lined and covered by truilks <£ 
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trees. We passed down m^y flights of wQ9d$u 
stairs, unl£i w@ vij^it^d the fiv^ stages of excavation, 
which h;»ve l^eeo executed by the continued la- 
bours of the miners, during several centuries, and 
which have now passed under a considerable extend: 
of the town of Vfdit^a* The extreme deptb^ tp 
which we descended, was, according tp the state* 
ment of our cwductorr 138 toises, or 8^8 feet. 
At the bottom we cmne to a pool of water, in an 
immense cavern, which we crossed in a sort of 
boat. In one jcavern we viewed an elegant pyra- 
mid, erected, or rather cut, in honour of the pre- 
sent Emperor pf Austria, with am inscriptiiw in 
letters of gold to that effect* In another there 
were chandeliers of salt, and a %e tan cy front of ja 
gateway, with trani^areqcies. In a third we fouod 
the interior of a chapel, with a figure of our Sa- 
viour on the C!ross, and several other figures, re^ 
presenting the Kings of Poland, all cut out 
of the solid rock salt. Our attendant placed 
a candle behind one of the figures, which gave 
it a most extraordinary appearance, bein^ itbat 
of a transparent man. To attempt to convey 
a good idea of those va»t subterraneous regipos, 
without plans and drawings, as well as measure- 
ments, is, I think, quite impossible* I shall ooly 
say, that I do not beUeve there is, in the world, 
such a monument of^ the power and perseverapp^ 

q2 
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of man. At one place we passed a spacious ca- 
vern full of barrels of salt, all prepared for tran- 
sportation to the upper regions. At another, where 
a loose soil had intervened between the veins of 
salt, trunks of trees were piled horizontally upon 
trees to support the galleries ; and in this way a 
whole forest must have been requisite^ to enable 
them to penetrate, to such an extent, into the 
bowels of the earth* At a third place, similar ma- 
chinery to what we saw at the mouth of the mine 
was at work, raising salt from the stage beneath ; 
and the horses, which moved the engine, were con- 
demned to this labour for life, with no chance of 
ever again seeing the light of heaven. Two modes 
are adopted in digging or excavating the salt, both 
of which we had an opportunity of witnessing. 
The first is by cutting out the shape of the block 
required, and knocking it down by forcing wedges 
in behind it. The other mode consists in prolong- 
ing a low gallery, along the top, bottom and sides 
of the extreme end of which, deep grooves are cut 
with pick axes ; a hole is then bored in the centre, 
into which about a pound of gunpowder is intro- 
duced, and the whole end blown out at once, the 
fragments descending like a shower of grape. 
There were a great many men at work, and we 
were obliged to give donations to them at differ- - 
ent parts of the mines. 
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We were upwards of two hours inspecting these 
ixiines ; and when we again ascended, a book was 
brought for the insertion of our names, in which 
we saw the signatures of the Emperor and the Em- 
press of Austria, and of the Emperor Alexander, 
all of whom had visited these salt mines. On the 
occasion of some of these royal visits, the water 
cavern was illuminated, and a gran4 concert giveu 
in the mine. 

The period at which this mine was first opene4 
we did not hear j but if we might credit our con* 
ductor, the chapel had been excavated 300 yeais. 
Names are given to the different galleries of the 
mine j one of which I observed having that of the 
Emperor Alexander, 

After breakfast we left Velitzka, but heavy rain 
rendered our journey both slow and uncomfortable, 
and we were obliged to stop at a wretched ale- 
house in the evening. In the course of the last 
few days, we had crossed several sm^U rivers, which 
run into the Vistula. 

Sunday^ Q4ith. — It had now rained for three 
4ays without intermission, and we saw no prospect 
of its clearing up. After proceeding a short dis- 
tance, e:$:posed to very heavy rain, we found one 
of our wheels much injured, and a spring broken j 
and the report of a bridge having been swept 

aw^y i^ our front, induced us to stop at tl^e prin 

q3 
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Tate house of a Jew, who shewed us much oivi- 
hty. We had not heed half ^n hour in this house^ 
when a bridge within 100 yards of it, which we 
had just crossed, was carried away. 

Mmday, ZStki — It cleared up during the nighty 
and we had rather a better prospect than yester^ 
day. With sortie difficulty we got on to V8dovit2, 
a small town, where we found a bridge completdy 
destroyed ; and, as the passage of the carriage was 
likely to be attended with Considerable delay, we 
waded a small river and repaired to a comfortable 
inn, situated in the town. At this place our car* 
riage underwent a complete repair* 

Tuesday^ 26/A.— 'There had been an unusual 
quantity of rain, which did much mischief in the 
Country, and we were this morning obliged to ford 
three rivers, the bridges over which had beeil 
swept away. We dined and slept at a comfo]i;abIe 
inn, in the town of Teschen. Instead of blankets 
for our beds, small light feather or down beds 
were furnished to cover us. 

It is a prudent precaution to ascertain the price, 
at which your wine is to be charged, before you 
drink it. We were here obliged to pay twelve 
florins a bottle, for very inferior wine, merely from 
not taking this precaution. 

Wednesday^ ^*7th. — It rained during the greater 
patt of last night, btit cleared up sooti hhet we 
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starttd tkis OHirnuig; We breakfaited at the town 
0f Fiideck ia an elej^mt hm» w]icM we^ 
hcHidbomely. fucnisbedi room, and a good breakfast^ 
on Qiodeiate termsL We had aoiir heenr able to le^ 
mairk^ that fesMde beaufcj is not so raore in Gec^ 
mmxf as in Russia 

The view of Fridwk from the south is verje 
g£wA. it is afanost joined to the towo^ of Mistok ; 
and the nuweroua churches and houses iriudh 
stand ea aeimr al heighdis^ in the midst of gat dew, 
have a very stvikiog efliect. 

When we stated from Biisbir^ the peo^e qa 
the shores of the Persian Gulf were ^fikmiX^ 
their harvest \ aad, with trifling intof vals^ we bad 
seeo the diflerent nations engaged in the same «m 
ptoyment, throughout our fvogress^ Anothes re* 
mark I made, after a residence for a few yean in 
Asia, where the sun is generally ao near the me-r 
ridian, was that, on looking at it now, it never 
appeared to indicate noouiday, but always either 
the morning or afterooon. 

Our practice now was to start at day-lu^alu and 
travel about twelve or fifteen iniles> when we 
stopped to breakfast, and gave the horses a bundle 
of bay and some water ; after which^ we wen{ on 
until twelve or one o'clock, when we stopped fef 
an hour to refresh our horses^ and starting «igain 
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we continued moving until night In this way we 
accomplished about fifty English miles, with the 
same horses, in the course of the day. This a^ 
temoon we passed the ruin of a fine old castle, on 
the summit of a hill near the town of NeutitSr 
chein. It is visible at a', very great distance oS, 
and is a very picturesque object. 

Thursdcofi S8<A.^— -I had some idea of writing a 
farewell address to the sun, as I expected to see 
but little of him for the ensuing six months. Clouds 
and rain were now the order of the day, so that we 
saw the charming jurovince of Moravia to great dis* 
advantage. 

This morning we met some ladies and gentle* 
men travelling, their post-boys riding the near pole 
horse, and driving one, or a pair of leaders in 
front. The post-boys were now dressed in scarlet 
jackets, with gold lace, cocked hats and feathers, 
and a horn slung over their shoulders. They drove 
at a steady jog trot, slow and sure. The peasants 
here generally wear long boots, similar to what the 
British call military boots ; and their wives, when 
particularly gay, wear scarlet stockings, without 
feet, over their boots. About noon to day we pass^ 
ed through the fortified town of Olmutz, which 
appeared to me a very strong place, and the works 
in high order. The streets of the town are very 
fine, the houses being generally handsome ; ancl 
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Qow and then "we passed a magnificent church oe 
l^arrack ; for many of the latter are welUproporr 
tioned and highly ornamented buildings. . We met 
a few parties of infantry in the town; and oue 
passports were examined at the gate through which 
we passed. I fdt it annoying, to see just enough 
of a fine town to give me every wish to see more ; 
yety had we stopped at every .one deserving of no? 
tice, we should have never got to the end of our 
long journey^ Parallel to the high road, and join* 
ing it, we had now one solely for the purpose of 
driving cattle upon. It is not, however, made with 
stones Uke the carriage road, but merely a space 
left for the cattle. 

Friday^ 29<^.-TThis mprning we arrived an4 
breakfasted at the town of Brynn, which is also 
fortified, and, like Olmutz, really a beautiful 
city. The streets are perhaps too narrow, but thq 
houses in general very handsome. I was amused 
with the signs over the German shops, such as a 
lion holding a bunch of candles, a bear playing <m 
a French horn, and others equally ridiculous j yet 
there are many to be seen in the same taste, 
in my own country. Instead of pavements, { 
observed piazzas in many of the streets of the 
German towns, which are infinitely more conve^ 
nient, particularly in rainy weather. Our Rus* 

s^n carriage now began to attract a good dea| 
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et 2U;tMtM>]ir Md the peopfo smiled at W0 posted. 
We reaehed this day a comfortaMe ian mt tito 
foad lade, within aievnilw of* 1^ ^tmofia field 
i»f Ausleflitz^ In tbt latter part #f this daj^s 
journey we passed man j esteMiire vineyardSs, the 
vines being planted v^ Knes vei^ near each otiber, 
and only allowed to run up pefpendicriar sticks 
aAK>ut four feet high. 

Saturday^ 8CMJl.--^The sibsence of hedgeir or 
other fences to the fields, in that part of Eumpe 
through which we now passed, when taken iir con- 
junction with its rich and highly culttvatied stir- 
fkce, bad the efiect of giving the earth the ap^ 
pearance of one universal gard^i^ From some 
hills to the north of Vienna, and distant about 
fifteen miles^ we had our first view of that ce^ 
lebrated cs^itaL Being situated on a plain, its 
appearance was not particularly striking fiom that 
quarter. Immediately before entering the dty we 
crossed the Danube, which is by fiir the noUest 
river I have seen in Europe. It here (fivides itself 
into several branches, forming small islands, which 
are very pretty. The bridges over the difierent 
branches are plain wooden ones, which answer 
common purposes very well, but are not such as 
one might expect in the Austrian capital. That 
Vienna contains much magnificence in its build- 
ings, appears evident at the first glance on en- 
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tcrifig ibe titt ^ bat tb^ ntfnbw dtf eets^ zhA want 
ef p^emBatxi Cft jj^azzasy arti dtiictfr otaitMA to 
tfU the old dtiey of Ectrop^i and partkitlarl^ 
fttrikfiig tere^ Mali^ boues beiiiig six rtcnrics 
Itigb^ it appears in the dbtsnt ptrspMttrei M if 
people coidd sbatke handsi out of tfa€ window* of 
tbeoppoieiitd hofiBes^ Wewent tothe boteiof the 
Atx:hdak0 Chaflei^ wbich u very handsome, vmd 
^ntrallj sitdated^ At tbis boose we b«d tbree 
dbgant rooms for eight florins a day. In tbe 
evening we attended the Oerman dper»Jiooae^ 
where we were highly etiterUined. The tmnie 
and riogidg were admirsble j tbe house wdl pro* 
partionedy and the sceneiy, &0i good. The house 
was very fiodl^ and I could not hdp admiring tbe 
arrangement of the seats in the int. Instead of 
admitting people until they are nearly crushed to 
deatb^ (as is often tbe case in London,) the whole 
*of the seats are ditided according to the nmobet 
of persoM which thcfy can conyenieiidy hold, and 
the bcctdin of each is fixed up to tbe back^ un^ 
til opened and let down. Ail are numbered, and 
tickets of admission are given, tc^etber with a 
second ticket, on which is the number of tbe seat 
you are to occupy. We had some conversation 
with two English travellers who sat ne&t to us 
in tbe theatre. They had just arrived from Ber- 
lin. 
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Sunday^ October Istj 1820.— This morning \ve 
walked about the city for an hour or two, before 
breakfast, and visited the church of St. Stephen, 
which is one of the grandest specimens of gothic 
architecture I have ever seen. It is the principal 
church in Vienna. The present majestic pile 
was erected in the year 1267« It is 342 French 
feet iji length, by 2«2 in breads, and 79 feet 
high, having a spire in the form of a pyramid, 
434^ feet above the surface of the earth. The 
exterior of the building is decorated with innu- 
merable statues, balustrades, and other orna- 
ments, all in the gothic style; and it certainly 
has a most venerable appearance. The church 
of St. Stephen contains the remains of many 
illustrious personages, among whom are the Em* 
peror Frederick the Fourth, and Prince Eugene of 
Savoy; and, according to ancient custom, the 
bowels of all the members of the reigning family 
who die, are deposited in a vault in this cathe- 
dral. The spire of St. Stephen, towering over all 
the others, was conspicuous from the first place, 
whence we biad a view of Vienna. When the 
French army, under Napoleon, bombarded the 
city in May 1809» this noble edifice suflTered a 
good deal, and required very considerable repairs. 
After viewing the church, we visited the Imperial 
Palace, which is also within the city. It is com<p 
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posed of an assemblage of buildings, erected at 
different periods, the fronts of some of which are 
handsome and highly adorned; but, as a "whole^ 
it is not deserving of much notice. From this 
we visited the palace of Duke Albert, which is 
adjoining the royal one, and a much more splen- 
did building. It not only has an elegant front, 
but the magnificence of its interior is said to 
surpass any thing in Vienna. After breakfast we 
went to pay our respects to Lord Stewart, the 
British ambassador at this court, but not having 
been so fortunate as to see his lordship, we re- 
turned to our hotel, and sent him a formal note, 
with our passports, which we had brought from 
the consul-general at Odessa, at the same time so- 
liciting others for our future progress. We then 
went in a very nice hired carriage, to visit the 
palace and gardens of Schoenbrunn, distant about 
two miles from the centre of the city, and where 
the emperor Napoleon established his head quar- 
ters on the 9th of May 1809, prior to the capitula- 
tion of Vienna. We had no sooner alighted from 
the carriage than we observed a handsome coach 
with six greys, at the palace, and, on inquiry, we 
were told it was that of the young king of Rome, 
who was then walking in the gardens. Of course 
we were anxious to see him, and our conductor 
soon obtained information from one of the sentries 
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vhffiil MaUed us to gratify our curiosity. la 
ixQUt of La Gbriette we saw the yoong prioce 
walking with a geotlMaaii, and firilowed by a 
Aiqgle footman* He seated himsdf on a bench, 
which we pasiedt aod when we paid him the 
usual ^pfupUmettt of taking off our hats» he im- 
j99ediately rose and returned the salutation, tei a 
Tiery graceful mannar. The title 4ii this interest* 
ing youth is now Duke of Ridistadt. He is of a 
slender toake and delieate appearance, seemiingly 
about Otoe years of age *, and was dressed in 
plain blue clothes. The Chateau of Scboenbrunn 
was built by the Emperor Leopold L as far 
back as the year 1690, and intended as a coun- 
try ro9ide«e«u It was not until 177^ that it was 
iuade jbo vmm^ :<^e beautifid aspect it now ex- 
bibita. After passing throng the court*yard, 
wJbkiob &»m» tfaaee sides jo€ a quadrangle, you 
proceed under ao archway, and thus you are in- 
troduosd iQfa9 the gaidens. The breadtli cf the 
walk4f their grc»t ieogljh, the tr^es i:ut, so as to 
fi>np recess^ for many fine statues and arches at 
the ^f»^i»gf of tbe walks, with the i;Hiilding <if 



^ AaneU iJeieph iShaatUB Napoleon^ Duke of Richstadt^ was born 

Panna^ and daught^ of the JSjnperor of Austria^ was married to 
Napalcen Bonq^arte on ed Aprils 1910. 



Jm GiotieUe oo the beight, preseBt at once to the 
eye a sort 0( fairy ^oeoa; and jalthough the isut- 
tj«g 0f tm»$ into atsaight luiee^ ^o w to rie^aem- 
hh "waQft of boHras* is entirely jo the -style of the 
Dtttcb ffLvd&hix^ of which I am no admirer, rtiU 
idle high crdw and negfanefis of ithe ^hole, and the 
beautiftd ihnadtngs thai; itemiinirte the firospect at 
£he hottom of >eadb iratk^ form ajkogether tlie 
pvettiest lan^ape 0t* the kind I have e^er aees. 
At the end of ione <waUc yicu hare ;a view of a fine 
xuin, atdie ^end <of laacdiher, a^beautiful obeHskin 
the j£)gyptian «tyle> GroiwDed by an e^gle> w4 
9e9tmg on a^iwtto^ with numerous god$ and^od- 
deaaes in the f4Mr€ig)sound. Many grottos and 
iiDttntains, in didfefont walks, ^ddight the eye» but 
the 'finest is in Ab nentre of a Jai^ basin ^ wMber 
rin the (pruieipsd widk. lOie^ ave innumerable 
jgdd and aihier ^^bes playijig in tins basin, and 
beautiful weeping wiUaws at both ends of it. 
We did not aee the menagerie, whic^ was no dis- 
appointnent to rme, as { had seen «o cnany wild 
beasts in iheforasts tof the east. La Glariette is 
: a ibeautiful 'temple, ierowning a hill >a<t the oppo- 
site leod of ihe garden fnmi the palaii^e. It is SOp 
ieet in. length, by 60 in height, supported upon 
^oric pillars^ liigbly vOnmmented wHhia, ^Xk(i de- 
corjuted widi /loagnifiettit c^vesentiMiiona of Ro* 
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man trophies without. From the roof of liiis 
temple we had a superb view of Vienna. 

On returning to our hotel, we found that our 
travelling companion, the Honourable Mr. Law, 
had been calling during our absence. He left a 
note for me, intimating that if I was anxious to 
proceed immediately to Paris, Lord Stewart would 
provide me with a courier's passport ; and within 
an hour after this, we received a very polite invi- 
tation from his* Lordship to dine that day, which 
we accepted. The noble ambassador received us 
in the most courteous manner, and initroduced us 
to Lady Stewart. The house, furniture, dress of 
the servants, style of the dinner, and quality of 
the wines, were altogether the most superb and 
princely I have seen in Europe. Tlie page of 
her ladyship, a smart little boy, in a complete suit 
of scarlet and gold, ^tood behind her at table. Some 
of the servants were out of livery, some in very 
rich livery, and others in costly military costume, 
with large caps, and silver c!ap-plates. In one room 
there were full length portraits of George III. 
and Queen Charlotte ; and a velvet throne, with 
the royal arms embroidered over it, and surmount- 
ed by a canopy. Lord Stewart was extreindy po- 
lite, and was kind enough to allow us to take away 
all the English newspapers he had, than which no- 
thing could have been a greater treat to us. 
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Monday^ October S:d. — We this day visited the 
porcelain manufacture, which is under the. imme* 
diate protection of the Austrian governmenti and 
p^ieularly deserving of notice. In a long range 
of rooms, beautiful sets pf this ware for the table 
were displayed, many of which were extremely 
rich in their colouring ; but that which chiefly at- 
tracted my notice was one, on the plates of which 
views of all the palaces in Vienna were drawn in a 
masterly style. Many most beautiful drawings are 
to be seen on this material ; and some of the large 
vases are the most splendid imaginable, having bat-* 
tie pieces drawn on them, with great spirit. The 
room in which the vases and statues were exhibit- 
ed, had one of its sides lined with superb mirrors, 
so that all were seen to the greatest advantage. It 
was open for the inspection of the public. From 
the exhibition of the porcelain we went to the pub- 
lic garden Augustin, where we dined in an elegant 
room^ had excellent entertainment, music, and a 
couple of bottles of wine, for fourteen florins. Here 
there were many parties of ladies and gentlemen 
dining all at separate tables. After dinner we drove 
to the. Prater, which is an extensive park, with 
fine roads and walks on the banks of the Danube, 
It is open to the public, and has several houses of 
refreshn^ent. In the evening I went tq the opera, 

n 
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wlieie I was audi amiMed* Tbt dajctpg and 
uigiiig were exfiusite. 

Tuiwd0f, &i— After breakfast we wmt to see 
tile palace Behidere, ia which there was a great 
collection of paiiitiiigs by the firet artists. This 
palaee has a noble frent, and a fine garden, in a 
house at the opposite end of the garden there is 
a vast collection of antiques and natural curiosi* 
tiei» all open to the public From thoioe we wrat 
to the Hotel of the Inralids^ to see tbd paintiDgs 
of the battle of Leipsi(^ which decorate one of its 
hallst and are veiy fine pieces. We attended erne 
of the theatres in the evening. 

There are many hackney coaches in the stieets^ 
very neat and ckan*lookiog carriages. Ite nu« 
SKierous fountains and pillars in diflEerant parts oi' 
the city are extremely ornamental $ and there are 
erra many pretty enough paintings^ by way of 
$ignag OTer the shops. 

Widm$dag^ 4tt.*— This day we spent acoupAe of 
hours very agreeably^ in viewing the extensive and 
superior collection of paintings in the fiunily palace 
of the Prince Lichtenstein. They are by the first 
artists of the Italian and flemish^ and of the an^ 
dent and modem German schools} in all 716 
pieces. From this we went to visit the palace of the 
Duke Albert of SaxeTeschen, which is one of the 
most magnificent structures I have ever seen. But 



as to gimig smy thing like a detailed afiscount of its 
beauties, i riiall not make the attamptv as it woodd 
require at least an exaoiinatioii of a treA^ to &i- 
abte a man, who was qualiiSed fbr such an under** 
taking, to describe it 

We then wesA to visit the churoh and oDflVttnt 
of t^e Aognatinsy ^rbich is a fine Gothic buildiogv 
The fim <^ecta which attnu^t^ our attention wesre 
two glasa eases, in which W9 saw the sfceletoBS of 
Sa&nts element and Vicfecnr, ail dressed^ or rather 
the bones kept together by band» of gold brooade$ 
smd Bnrely the infatuation or superstition of men 
c»tk lead them to do iK^hing more abiSift^, tbM 
tfots ti^inake a dis^day of the bs^^toaytd hmm 
of the detid tricked out in paltry tiusfeL Thisf 
church is 970 ft^t in length, and the dentre^isb 
is suf^orted upon ei^t columns. TClie hearts of 
the deceased members of the royal family are de^ 
posited in <»}e of its chapels i and the same spot 
contains the ashes of matty celebrated charaet^ftK 
In the same church a grand requiem is suog dfl IhB 
death of a knight of Maria Theresa. 

One of the chief attractions of the c^mrch of fee 
AugusfinSj is th^ monument over the tomb of the 
Archduchess Christina of Aasferia, wi^i^ of th« 
Duke Albert of Saxe Teschen. It contii^s of m*r- 
Me, and is the work of Canova, the first sculptor 
of our ^y. This mooumefit is a pyramid ^8 fy6t 

r2 
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14gh« In froiitc^ the pyniDid there are five %tires 
intiodacedt the ezpreasioiis of whose countenaiices, 
their rttitudes and drapery, do every justice to the 
subject, and credit to the sculptor. The monu- 
ment cost 20,000 ducats. In the evening we paid 
a visit to the celebrated oriental scholar, the Che- 
valier von Hammer, who appeared quite delighted 
when he found that one of his guests was Dr. 
Lumsden, whose works on the Persian and Arabic 
languages had afforded him so much gratification ; 
^d he paid the author many high compliments. 

One of the great gates of the city of Vienna is 
called the Scottish gate, in memory of a bold 
achievement performed by the troops of that na- 
tion ; and there was a rich convent long ago found- 
ed here for the same nation, in honour of their 
countryman St. Colman, the patron of Austria, who 
suffered as a martyr in the thirteenth century. 
There is also in the ci^ of Rotterdam, in Holland, 
9 gate called the Scot^ gate ; and in Paris the Col- 
lege des Ecoseais, which was anciently an institution 
of considerable celebrity, now begins to revive un- 
der the fostering influence of Louis XVIIL The 
name and reputation of Scotland are therefore pre^ 
served and recorded in the most distinguished ci« 
ties of Europe. 

It has been frequently remarked, that Vienna 
|g3(hibits the greatest variety of inhabitants an4 
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costumes to be met with, in any city in the world. 
You can hardly go along any of the great streets, 
without remarking the people of perhaps twelve 
different nations, such as Germans, Poles, French, 
English, Spaniards, Portuguese, Italians, Swiss, 
Turks, Greeks, Hungarians, Russians, &c. dressed 
in the habits or fashions of their respective coun- 
tries. Yet all these European nations, how great 
soever their distinguishing peculiarities, may be 
viewed as one family, when contrasted with. some 
of the tribes whom we have seen in Asia Minor, 
Arabia, or Hindostan. 

Thursday^ 5th. — Having seen a good deal of 
the city of Vienna, and made the necessary, pre- 
parations for our further progress, we left it about 
noon this day. The country to the westward of 
Vienna is very beautiful ; ^nd we had a most plea- 
sant drive this afternoon. We had now three 
post-horses in our carriage, and the post-boy rode 
the near pole one, but the mode of driving ap- 
peared to be rather ludicrous. The fellow never 
moved out of a jog trot, yet he went along crack- 
ing an enormous whip, as if he had a mind to fly 
over the moon. An ascent of a foot in a mile, 
brought him to a walk, when he dismounted, and 
drove us much, in the style of a heavy laden 
waggon. We could not help complaining to our 

r3 
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Runian servant of the slowness of our progress, 
and we remarked how difibrent it was in his coun- 
try ; •* Yes,** said the man, " when the Grand 
Duke Constantino was travelling in Germany, he 
ordered the post-boy repeatedly to drive faster, but 
to no purpose ; he then threatened to shoot him if 
he did not quicken his pace ; the postillion persist- 
ed in jogging on at his own pace, which so pro- 
voked the Grand Duke that he drew a pistol and 
shot him dead upon the spot/' I heard the same 
circumstance from other authority. 

The post-boys now wore a very handsome uni- 
form, consisting of scarlet jackets with blue facings 
trimmed with silver lace, silver badges having the 
Austrian arms on the left arm, cocked hats sur- 
mounted with feathers, and long military boots, 
ooming half way up the thigh. A stage here is 
called a post, and consists of two German, or ten 
English, miles. Sometimes it extends to a post 
and a half^ or three German miles. Hie charge 
is two florins to the postillion for a single post. If 
the stage is a post and a half he claims four florins, 
which is a great imposition, yet the traveller must 
submit to it. 

Friday, 6^A.*~Nothing could have been more de- 
lightful than our travelling to day. Our route was 
nearly parallel to the Danube, on the banks of 
which there were many convents, castles, and cha- 



teaofl ; asd the f urr(Nindiiig «<»untiy was extremely 
rich. A ttiooaltery at Molki wbich overhangs tbi^ 
I>aniibe» and is a ak>st spkndid Ipuildiagt attracted 
our particular attentioa. 

SaturcUty, 7A.~-Tfae country through which w^ 
passed to day, was equail}/^ beautiful with that we 
had seen yesterday ; and in the evenii^ we caixie 
parallel to the rapid rjiver Tram;^ having high 
mountaiils in the bade ground on our feft* 

Stmdajf^ 6<&^-«-Heavy cloudy weather prev^rted 
our seeing this country to advantage ; yet 6till it 
was quite delightful- The eye could not w»nder 
in any direction without meeting fine scenery) 
and the golden tinge, which autumn had begun to 
throw over the variegated woods, added consider- 
ably to their beauty. 

The peasantry now wore a different costume 
from what they had heretofore done. The men 
bad a broad embroidered girdle around the loins. 
The women dressed very gaily ; some having a 
loose handkerchief on the head, and a broad 
rimmed hat ^er it } others displaying einhroider- 
ed ci4>s, somewhat resembling a Roman helmet, 
aaad occasionally black crape ones of the same jGptrm 
or description. About three o'clock in the after- 
noon we arrived at the fortified town of Salzburg; 
etui I conceive it almost impossible to fiuioya 
m^ romantiq situation. In a valley, wherein 
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nature appears to have lavished every dement of 
beauty, and on the banks of the river Saka, lies 
the town of Salzburg. It is divided by the stream 
into two nearly equal parts, connected by a wooden 
bridge. The abrupt hills, which rise in all manner 
of shapes around the valley, having their sides 
covered with woods, and many of their suminits 
adorned with castles, convents, or churches,— *the 
windings of the river forming islands here and 
there,— -and the very handsome appearance of the 
town, with its spires and churches combined, pre- 
sent a most beautiful landscape, and recal to mind 
the descriptive lines of Goldsmith : 

** Its apl«ndi sloping deck the monnUin'i side. 
Woods over woods in gay theatric pride ; 
While oft some temple's mouldering tops between^ 
With venerable grandeur mark the scene." 

Salzburg lies about a couple of stages out of 
our nearest route to Munich ; but we could not 
resist the temptation of visiting a place of which 
we had heard so much. The old citadel stands 
on the western side of the river Salza, on an abrupt 
rocky hill of gr^at height. It is the most conspi- 
cuous object in the place, and to be seen at a great 
distance in several directions. 

Monday^ 9th.— We left Salzburg at seven o'clock 
this morning. The first place we visited was the 
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garden of Hellbrann^ Mrhich cHMStains a green-^hoioe^ 
and innumerable fountains and grottos, in high or^ 
der, but mimy of its statues, whkh were once ad^ 
mired, were mutilated by tiie French. At this 
place there is a curious display of mechanical ex- 
hibitions in the science of hydraulics. From Heli* 
brunn we drove up a valley, until we reached Co- 
nig, a village situated near the head of it. Here 
we breakfasted, and having procured a small car- 
riage for the purpose^ we set oflf to view two fine 
falls of water, about a couple of miles distant. Hav- 
ing penetrated into a wood which skirts the base 
of a hill, we found a good foot-path, with a railing 
leading to the water-falls. The upper cascade falls 
over a rock twenty-four toises high, (according to 
our conductor's statement,) and dashes its spray 
against a natural arch in its front. Under this 
arch the body of water passes to the second cas- 
cade, which, though less than the other, is very 
grand. From the falls we went ftp to the head of 
the valley, when we reached the base of moun- 
tains, whose tops were covered with snow ; and, 
in a deep glen, to which we descended by steps, 
we found ourselves standing on a small wooden 
bridge, while the main branch of the Salza issued 
with prodigious rapidity from a cavern at a great 
depth under us. It was again lost under the natu- 
ral arches of rocks, and once more appeared rolling 
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towards the vale below. When we cast our ejea 
uft the view was snUiaie; noble woods dothed 
the sides €£ the moontains, whose nigged peaks 
leached the r^ons of the snow. The day was 
very pleasant, and we had an oppertonity of view- 
ing die country in great perfection. 

T^tudmfp 10<&,-^This morning we drove to die 
Berditolsgaden, aboat twenty miles distant from 
Salzburg ; here we breakfasted, and afterwards pro- 
ceeded to the lake, about three miles beyond it, 
whidi proved a delightful sheet of water, about six 
floiies in length, one and a half in breadth, complete- 
ly surrounded by hiUs of such a hei^t, that thdr 
summits are partially covered with snow ; and so 
abruptly do they rise fixrni the waters edge, that 
there are few places where one could land. The 
day proved remarkably fine, and the lake appear- 
ed like a vast mirror, in which the hanging woods 
on its banks were beautifully reflected. Near the 
head of the lake Ve saw a fine waterfall dashing 
over the rocks into it ; the descent is said to be 
150 feet. On the right side, as we rowed up, we 
passed a house on the banks, to which the king of 
Bavaria resorts occasionally, for the sport of shoot- 
ing deer and other wild animals, driv^i from the 
adjacent woods. On our way back from the lake 
we visited a steam-engine at Berchtdsgadeo. Find- 
ing it extremely difficult to export salt from a mine 



near to this spot, the Germana liave bad reisourw 
to the happy expedient of mixing it up in water ; 
and thus, in the liquid state, by the power of 
steam, it is forced up a hili several hundred feet 
high, allowed to run down pipes at the opposite 
side, and carried to a distance of thirty £ngUsh 
miles, (as we were told,) where this salt is extract* 
ed, and where it is easily transported into the 
country. 

Wednesday, 11 th.^^We left Salzburg at seven 
this morning, and in a couple of hours we enter-> 
ed the dominions of the king of Bavaria* In the 
evening we crossed the river Inn, and slept at the 
small town jof Wasserburg, on its banks. Our 
postillions were now dressed in light4>Iue coats, 
with fadack facings, silver lace, and a blue and 
white feather. 

I remarked that the dover and peas-straw, 
when cut, were rolled round a pole about seven 
feet high, and thus left to dry. 

The peasants have the gable ends of their houses 
ornamented with figures of dragons. We passed 
various lakes in the course <^ this day's journey. 

Thursday, l^il.«— There is an immense number 
ci churches in Bavaria, most of which have band- 
some spires. At one o'clock P.M. we entered Mu- 
nich, the capital of this kingdom^ after crossing 
the river Iser, which is close to the city. Munich 
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lies in a flat dumpAign ooontiy. There is ao* 
thing strikii^ in its appeanmce. We were per- 
mitted to see the palace, which is not magnificent, 
though some of the rooms are elegantly furnish- 
ed. Some statues in one of the lower apartments 
are well worth seeing, particularly a Venus by Ca- 
nova, admirably executed. We looked into seve^* ^ 
ral of the churches, but saw nothing extraordinary. 
The Bavarian soldiers are generally good-looking, 
well-dressed men ; particularly the grenadiers on 
duty at the palace, and the cuirassiers. The ap* 
pearance of the latter is sufficiently gorgeous, the 
cuirass being of highly polished brass. Sky-blue is 
the common uniform ; and helmets are worn by 
some r^ments of infantry, as well as cavalry. In 
the evening we went to the theatre, and had hard- 
ly seated ourselves, when a shout and clipping of 
hands throughout the whole house announced the 
entrance of the king of Bavaria, who bowed very 
gracefully in returning the greetings of his sub- 
jects. It is certainly a gratifying spectacle to see 
a monarch thus received by a crowded assem- 
blage of those whom he has been destined to 
govern. The king was dressed in plain clothes, 
with only a star on his breast. There were seve- 
ral ladies in the royal box ; and in the next to it 
sat Prince Eugene Beauhamois, a handsome man, 
in the Bavarian uniform. He is the son-in-law 
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of the king, being married to the Princess Au-- 
gusta Amelia. The Empress of Austria is also 
a di^pghtei:^ of his Bavarian majesty. She is the 
ibuirth wife of the emperor. The theatre is very 
elegant, and was as fuU as it .could be. The 
company wer^ g^ily dressed; but, with regard 
to the performance, I confess that to us fo- 
reigners it was stupid enoughi as we. could not 
understand a syllable of what was said. The 
singing was not superior, and we had no dancing. 
I remarked that» during the performance, the au- 
di^nce nejU;l^er applauded nor disapproved. Per- 
haps the presenpe of majesty commanded silence. 
f^riday, 13th. — ^We left Munich this morning at 
six o'clock, when we fqund it extremely cold ; but 
as the Bavarian postillions drive better, than the 
Austrian, we got on very wpll. Throughout 
Germany we remarked a gr^at many decently 
dressed yo^ng inen travelling on foot. Several of 
theiQ took oif their hats and asked us for charity ; 
but ^s tljey did not even assuqae the air of pover- 
ty, we did not think it necessary to give them any 
thipg. Were 2^ traveller |;o»giv0 but a trifle to 
every one that solicits alms in this country, it 
would soon amount to a fortune ; for we no soon- 
^r entered a village than two or three children 
ran along side of the carriage praying for money ; 
j^n4 frequently in passing herds of cattle, a great 
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Stout f eHow» who h attending tbeia, turns round 
from his diarge, tmkes off his hat, and asks for 
charity. There is an appearance of meannMs in 
all thts» which surpasses any thing of the kind I 
witnessed in any other country; and it is diffi* 
cidt to account for it, as there is neither scarcity 
nor any picture of general poverty in Germany at 
present. Our servant informed us that the weB* 
dressed young men above noticed were riudenis; 
but I trust that, for the honour of literature, this 
cannot be true. 

Saturdatf^ 14fA.-^This morning we left an inn at 
Mindelheim, in the kingdom of Bavaria, and break- 
fasted at Wurzach, a small town in the kingdom of 
Wurtembeig. We were now about to dine ti 
Stadel, in the Duchy of Baden, and we expected 
to dine on the following day in Switzerland, on 
the opposite side of the lake of Constance. Thus 
does the traveller find himself rolled along (trough 
these petty kingdoms. In Bavaria we found the 
postfllions drove better than the Anstrians; and 
the Wurtemberg yellow-jacketed boys brought ns 
along this aftemooii in better style than eitiher, 
until the Lake of Constance lay under us, though 
at some distance, and the sndwy mountain! of 
Switzerland formed the back ground to the south. 
If the Germatos move slowly, I must say, in their fa- 
vour, that we bad never been detained by want ef 
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borses ; nor had any attempt been made to keep us 
at iim8» ujoder pretence of there being no horses to 
bii^g us on* In this country the traveller is not 
required to produce any wder for horses* as in 
Russia ; no so(mer do you reach the post than the 
honest German asks whether you want hors^ ot 
propose to stop ^ if you reply* as in the former pre- 
dicament, the horses are in harness, and you move 
off in a few minutes* 

The peasants now wore three-cornered codsed 
hats, resembling those used in our country in the 
beginning of the last century* How strange do 
things^ very simple in themselves, appear to one 
who has not been in the habit of seeing them ! I 
hera saw a woman driving two cM>s and a horse in 
a plough* It is as common in this country to see 
cows in draught, and women driving them, as to 
see men driving horses in ours. 

Sunday^ lSth.--^We started at day-break this 
morning, and reached Mersburg, an inconsidera- 
ble town on the banks of the Lake of Constance, in 
a couple of hours. Here we embarked, and crossed 
that beautiful sheet of water to the town of Con- 
stance, distant about six miles. The lake is said 
to be about forty*five miles long, and twelve broad 
at the broadest part ; the country surrounding it, 
as far as we could see, was wdl wooded and culti- 
vated. It contiuns very extensive vineyards. Tliere 
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ore a great many villages, churches, and chateaus, 
on its banks ; and the mountains of Switzerland, 
partially covered with snow, overlook the whole. 
We breakfasted at the town of Constance, and 
immediatelj afterwards crossed thef^Rhine by a 
bridge, within a few hundred yards of the point 
where it takes its rise from the lake ; and keeping 
nearly parallel to it all the day, we reached the far- 
famed falls of this river at Schaffhausen, in the af- 
ternoon. 

The Rhine is here not above two hundred yards 
broad. Its stream is confined within a deep rocky 
bed ; the current is extremely rapid, and the body 
of water very great. It here encoi^nteni several 
rocks in the middle of its channel, and soon after- 
wards falls about sixty feet perpendicular over a 
precipice. The effect of this combination is very 
grand; the waters already constrained to keep with- 
in such narrow limits, rush with the utmost violence 
from rock to rock, until meeting with those in the 
centre, as if no longer capable of restraining their 
rage, the whole form into a white foaming tor- 
rent, dash with the rapidity of lightning down 
the steep, and, boiling in the basin below, send up 
a spray that forms an everlasting cloud over the 
frightful abyss. I understand there is a camera 
obscura so placed as to afford a picture of the 
falls i but this we did not see. I have seen mapy 



cascades wlHch wexe pleasing pbjects ; but I co^Id 
not Ipqk. on the frills of the Rhine, without feeling 
ap impression of awe, communicated by the con- 
templation of so sublime an exhibition of the wa- 
tery element. 

Monday i, iQth. — Our route to-day lay pjirallel 
to the Rhine, and pften close to it j the scenery 
was very fin^, but showers of rain ^nd hazy wea- 
ther prevented our seeing any thing to advantage. 
It. was. now the time of the vintage, and the, vil- 
lagers were occupied in collecting the grapes* 
Men« women, and children, parts, tubs, bqcj^ets, 
and cattle of all kinds, were in requisition. 

It was not a little amusing to. mark the great 
variety of costumes in the different countries of Eu- 
rope. This morning, in passing through the town 
of Waldshut, in the Duchy of Baden, where it 
happened, to.be a market day, we observed many 
men dre$sed, exactly in the costume of the reign of 
Japies I. of England; broad-rinjimed hats, with 
theiy shirts. in plaits round the shoulders. As to 
tb6,l*ead-dresses of the womeq, they have an end- 
les^ variety.. Yesterday and totday we crossed 
tb^ ;Rbine repeatedly if at one time in Baden, at 
another in Switzerland. The postilions of the 
latter country are very slow fellows indeed. 

I have purposely abstained from making any re- 
marks upop the religious paintings, images^ crosses. 
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&c. of die Roman Ctthoiict, because 1 feel a ve- 
neration for the ordinances of the Christian reli- 
gioti, even though tinctured, and in some measure 
degraded, by the superstition or conceits of men ^ 
but, on going into an old church yesterday, I 
could not help smiling at an image of the Virgin 
Mary, dressed in a ridi gown of sky-blue silk, 
laced round the waist, and adorned with a gaudy 
bunch of variegated ribbons, her hair being load* 
ed widi powdw and pomatum, and curled wkb a 
degree of elegance and taste befitting die spleii- 
dour of her apparel, while a crown, i^parently of 
gold, surmounted the whole. 

It is rather a remarkable circumstance, that in 
the vast extent of country which we had travers- 
ed, from the shores of the Persian Gulf to the 
west of the Rhine, with one exception at Ispahan, 
we had not crossed a single bridge having any 
pretensions to beauty. All had been clumsy 
wooden ones, such as would only be tolerated 
across an English ditch. Perhaps the poar reve- 
nues of the remote parts of Russia, through wlueh 
we passed, and their half-civilized condition, nay 
be the cause of the Don,, the Dnieper, and the 
Bog having no grand arches to adem their 
banks; and as to the Danube, the Rhinc^ and 
other rivers in the heart of Europe^ tibdr ahores 
have be^n so often the scenes oi conbmtion 



amoag the continmtal 8tate% that tHose iiika)H|. 
ing the adjacent country may have been deterred 
from goiog to gre^t expanse iu constructmg that 
to-day> which thek* ne^hbovrs or f yea themselves 
for safety, m^ight find it e9:pedi6nt to demolish to- 
morrow. 

Being now at Basle^ the last town in Switzer- 
land on our routOj and havmg bid a final adieu to 
Germanyf I may be allowed to offer a single re* 
mark, relative to the people;, and such parts tff 
their country as I have seen. 

From the little intercourse we had with the 
Germans, having been only a month within the 
States, my opinion cannot be considered as form- 
ed on very mature consideration ; but Hook upon 
them as an honest, steady, extremely methodical, 
and highly civilized people. They are a hand* 
some race, more particularly the women ; all are 
neat and clean in their persons ; and, with regard 
to their towns, villages, houses and inns, they can- 
not be surpassed, in point of elegance and cleanli* 
ness, by those of any nation on earth. 

When, on the road, you come to any thing like 
an abrupt descent, you invariably find a board on 
the road side, exhibiting a painting of the wheel 
of a carriage, with a chain locking it, to prevent 
its revolving ; as if it were necessary to remind a 

S« 
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man by any thing better than the view of the de- 
scent before him. 

Tuesday f 17th, — ^We were obliged to wait until 
breakfast-time at Basle^ in order to procure French 
money ; after which we started and entered the 
kingdom of France, without experiencing any an- 
noyance, either in reference to passports, custom- 
house officers, or any thing else ; all such matters 
were settled in the polite and agreeable manner, 
for which the nation has ever been noted. 



'' Gay iprightiy land of mirth and social < 

FleaiB'd with thyself, whom all the world can please/' 

But, alas ! what a change for the worse in the 
appearance of the towns and houses ; they were 
now in gjeperal dirty-looking places. The com- 
mon people did not look half so clean as the Ger- 
mans, and the vile, heavy, wooden shoes, used in 
this part of France, gave them a most clumsy, awk- 
ward appearance, in walking about. 

Wednesday^ ISth. — The inn at which we dined 
and slept last night was tolerably comfortable j but 
that where we breakfasted to-day, in the town of 
Lure, was a disagreeable place in every respect. 
The French postilions yesterday and to-day had 
no kind of uniform j but they drove us along with 
much more spirit, than we had been accus- 
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tomed to since we left Russia. Horses in general 
are here small j bullocks large ; houses often roofed 
with flat stones. 

Thursday^ 19^A.-^The floors of the inns appear- 
ed as if they were never washed; the rooms had 
no grates, and the chimneys too often smoked; 
yet, with all these disadvantages, we found 
Frenchmen admirable hands at making out a 
bill. The roads were extremely good, and much 
broader than those of Germany; the postilions 
were smart and willing ; but a very hilly country, 
and rain upon rain retarded. our progress. The 
bridges over small rivers, &g. had been of stone 
sinpe we entered prance, and were well btiilt. 

What a difference there is between a German 
and a Frenchman ! When I recollect the steady 
slow mode of the former, I cannot help smiling at 
the. lively animated style of the latter. At times 
you may observe his animal spirits fermenting to 
such a degree, that he seems more than half in- 
clined to leap out of his skin. 

Friday^ QOth. — ^We remarked a fine fertile coun« 
try around us, during this day's route, but not so 
beautiful as many parts of Germany. The houses 
of the peasantry had a dirty, mean, wretched ap- 
pearance, and the people did not seem a good- 
looking race, sharp and harsh features being very 
prevalent. 

s3 
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Saturddy, Slst. — ^We saw Fratice to greoit dis- 
advantage, as we had rainy disagreeable weather 
ever since we entered it ; but this circimistaiioe 
had but little effect upon the general appearance 
of the towns, which seemed more naean and pooi^ 
looking places, tiian I had before seen in a civi- 
Jlized country. My remark may not be applica^ 
ble to other ptfts of the kingdom, but it m assured- 
ly so on this routes in which we passed through Bef- 
fort, Yesoul, Langres^ Chaumontt Bar sur Aiibe, 
Troyesi Brie, Compte Robert, ke. The high 
roads in thtf country are of great breadth, lined 
with fine old trees, and made so straight tint 
you ean see the road before you, until the per«> 
qpective doses the trees in the distance. For the 
last hundred miles, in approaching the capital, the 
road is paved like a street, and, as it is seldom suf- 
ficiently covered with gravel, it makes a carriage 
ihake most unpleasantly, as we experienced in a 
peculiar manner in our old Russian concern, which 
had no springs in front. 

In the ^ernoon of this day, we came in sight 
of Paries but, in addition to the smoke which forms 
a doud over all large cities, (although from the 
use of wood for fuel, it is less dense in Paris than 
hk liondop) the sun had set, and we could only see 
a few of the most conspicuous spires and buildings; 
as we approached. 



la accomplishiag the last stage into the French 
capital, as one pair of horses was not exactly suf- 
ficienty and three could not with safety be driven 
through the streets^ we were obliged to take a 
.couple of pairs. Our four greys were thus dashing 
along the Boulevards; when unfortunately one of 
tb^ pins of a fore-wheel fell out, and off flew the 
wheeU which brought us oip in a moment. Many 
people collected aroundt and one xnaii was for* 
tunate enough to find the box» which feU off after 
the pin, so that we soon repaired our damage, and 
went to the hotel Mirabeaut Rue de la Paix» Plaoe 
Vendome, where we were most comfortably set- 
tled in an elegant suite of apartments^ eoosist* 
ing of a dining-room and two bed-rooms» veiy 
handsomely furnished for one Napoleon per diem. 

During my sojourn in Paris I spent my time 

most agreeably y went daily to visit objects worthy 

of notice ; dined at the best restaurateurs^ and 

visited the theatres and public places in the even<> 

ings. To describe all J saw in this city and its 

vicinity, would require a volume } but among other 

objects I may particularise the palaces of the Tha- 

illeries and the Louvre, Luxembourg, St« Cloud, 

and Versailles, the public gardens, the church of 

Notre Dame, the royal library, mens^erie, «nd 

museum, the bridges over the Seine, the oumer- 

ous theatres, the Pantheon, and many other pub- 

s 
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lie buildings, all of which afforded me much gra- 
tification. I have seen handsome palaces in various 
kingdoms, but Versailles is more magnificent than 
any I have ever seen, either in Asia or Europe ; 
the building is very extensive and superb, the gar- 
dens beautiful ; and the fine sheets of water and 
fountains with statues, which decorate the gar- 
dens, render it indeed a residence fit for an illus- 
trious prince. When it is recollected that there 
was not a drop of water at Versailles, until brought 
by Louis XIV., the whole design and execution is 
infinitely creditable to the taste of that monarch, 
and the age in which Ke lived. 
• The Palais Royal is an ^elegant square of 
handsome buildings, with piazzas in the interior 
•faces, under which crowds of people assemble 
particularly in the evening ; the shops, cafes, 
restaurateurs, and other public places, are all bril- 
liantly lighted up, and the whole has a lively, gay 
appearance. Frenchmen are here to be seen in all 
their glory, sporting life away. Pleasure is the or- 
der of the day, and every thing that can tend to 
banish ennui, and to gratify men of all tastes, 
may be procured in the Palais Royal. So fond are 
the French of it, that it is a common saying 
•amongst them, that in the world there is " but one 
•Palais Royal." The gambling houses are much 
frequented, and large sums of money lost and won 



PARIS. - 265 

in tbem. I had an idea that the philosophy and^na* 
tural cheerfulness o5f a Frenchman would enable hira 
to bear up under any reverse otTortune, and t^ en- 
dure loss at play better than an Englishman ; but 
I have been given to understand that suicidie^ 
among desperate gamblers, is by no means unfre- 
quent in France. In the furnishing of the public 
rooms in Paris, the attention of all strangers is at* 
tractedby the profusion of elegant mirrors, with 
whicb they are adorned ; ^ these certainly set off 
ffti'indifierent room, or improve a- superior ;one, 
mora than any Other articles of furniture that<l^ii 
be introduced. 

The view of Paris from the, Quai Voltaire is^ 
very fine. The palaces, bridges, and other pub- 
lic structures along the banks of the Seine are 
magnificent j yet Paris, with all its ornaments 
and attractions, when viewed as a city, falls far 
short of London. It is not so large or popu- 
lous by one-half, nor is it so rich even in pro- 
portion to its size. The streets are neither so' 
wide, nor so clean, nor are they so well lighted up 
at night, as those of the rival metropolis. In ad- 
dition to these defects, the streets of Paris have -no 
side pavement for foot passengers ; so that in the 
principal thoroughfares, a person walking some- 
times runs a risk of being rode over by carriages or 
horses. The palaces, gardens, picture-galleries, 



966 JOURNET FROM IMI>IA TO BRITAIN. 

]iMiWttiii% <cc« of princM are genefally fomed at 
an unmense expaoM to their subjects* Iti8» there- 
fbrej a pleasing spectacle to see the spacknis gaU 
leries of the Jjoavn and Lioembourg daily crowd- 
ed with people^ many oi* whom are of the lower or« 
dan^ whilst all of theoi are afforded the high gra* 
tiflcatioa of inspecting^ at their leisure, and with* 
out being taxed by rapacious door*keepers, one of 
the finest collections of antiqiies» statues, «aod paint* 
logflb to be found in the worlds The same firee 
admission is allowed to all the royal museumsb 
gardens, libraries, &c# Thusb what kings^ in 
ages past, extorted from their subjects, tends to 
tender life more agreeable to endless generations 
of their descendants* 

We went to see various manuiactures in this 
city and its environs^ The porcelain manufactur* 
ed at Sevres struck us as exquisite of its kind. It 
IS equaU in my opinion, if not superior, to that of 
Vienna. The beauty of the materials, the richness 
Wthe colouring, and the degant forms of the ar« 
tides^ do the bi^est credit to the workmen. 

I need hardly observe that* at tiiis time, we 
found many of our countrymen in Paris. Amo^g 
others, we had the good fortune to meet with a 
kind friend and relative Sir Harry Niven Lums- 
^ea of Auchindoir, Bart, who had for a short time 



resided ia tbh eit^, and was Ibils able to be of con^ 
stderable service to strangers, sueb 9b we were. 

In the number of the persons to wbom we were 
introduced in the French metropolis^ were two dts^ 
tinguished travellers^ the fiaron HQmtoldtt wbote 
works have ajQKirded $o much gratification to the 
literary world, and the Chevalier Jaubert, who 
went to Tartar^ for the Shawl Goa$s, which arv 
now in France. Both are mild, unassuming, get^ 
tlemanlike men. The former i^eaks the £nglisl| 
language correctly, and is very conv^nMdble. He 
is about to visit India for the purpose of exploring 
the Himmaleh mountains ; and, perhaps, there is 
not a man in existence better qualified to explore 
them. The Baron was learning the Persian lan^ 
guage, and read tp us two stories very accurately, 
(in Dr. Lumsden'sopinionO fromoneofQladwin's 
works, His tutor, in this study, was a young 
l^renchman, who had been in the East, and under* 
stood the language well. 

Our Russian carriage having suffered consider* 
^bly on its journey, and having now been brought 
into a country, where thp peculiarities of its shape 
and construction procured us a greater share of 
the public attention than we were at all ambitious 
to obtain, we resolved to get quit pf this vehicle, 
^nd sold it considerably upder its real value. 

Satyrdayy 28th. — Manifold as were the attrac* 
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tions of Paris, we found it expedient this day to 
bid adieu to them. The amor patriie^ like the 
magnetic power, was operating on our minds with 
increasing force, in proportion as we approached 
the object to which we pointed. It was long since 
observed by the great Roman orator, that '^ Om- 
nes omnium caritates patria una complexa est ;'' 
and if any man's heart is so callous or so degrad- 
ed, as not to feel the influence of this noble senti^ 
ment, let him only quit his country, as I did, for 
a. long course of years, and approach it again 
through the toils and obstacles inseparable from a 
journey through half the nations on thaface of the 
earth. It is thus that one learns how to appreci- 
ate thjB endearments of his native land. 

** Such is the patriot's boast, whiere'er we roam. 
His first, best country; ever is at home." 

In leaving Paris we, for the first time in the 
course of our various peregrinations, stepped into 
a public coach or diligence, having been coqduct* 
ed to the place from whence we were to set off 
by our good friend Sir H. N. Lumsden. 
. We dined at Amiens, and, as is usual, in this 
country, were entertained with music and sing- 
ing during dinner. An old navy officer, and his 
wife, with a young gentleman and I, occupied the 
gallery (cabriolet) of the coach. Poverty had dri- 
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ven the former gentleman to live in France; and 
the latter iviras returning to England^ after making 
a tour in Switzerland. 

Sunday 9 9Qth. — Rainy, disagreeable weather;--^ 
at breakfast several ladies and gentlemen ap- 
peared, who were returning from the wonders 
of Paris. They appeared good folks, but not 
particularly genteeL The inns were now betta: 
than on the road between Basle and. Paris* We 
changed horses, and passed through Boulogne about 
three in the afternoon. > Here Napoleon assembled 
his grand army for the invasiim of England,- and we 
passed the high tower, which he constructed in or- 
der to witness their landing on bur shores. The 
old naval gentleman informed me, that this town, 
Dieppe and Calais, were crowded with English, 
many of whom had run away from their hard-heart- 
ed creditors, on the other side of the water ; he 
added, that Calais and Boulogne wete called the 
Fleet and King's Bench^ from their being selected 
as pleasanter retreats than those rece^ptacles of the 
unfortunate. We arrived at Calais at night, and 
found a good inn. There were many English in 
. the coffee-room. We here procured English 
money. 

Monday, 30th. — ^We were informed this morning 
that during the squally weather yesterday, a packet 
was lost off Dover. On our way to embark, we 



S70 JOUBNET FROM UOUA TO BRITAIN. 

MW Ikt pillar erected by the inhabftants of Caiats, 
to commaiioiate ihe letarn of Louis the desiredi 
and close to it the impressioii of the royal foot is 
cut npoo a stone. We could oot help laughing at 
the idea of a Frenchaiaa» ivbo eaid» << It would 
look jmicfa better, were it turned tiie other way.** 
We embarked, and «ooii had a view of the chalky 
difib of Darer« A fair wind carried us across in 
three home. Immediately on landing, about eleven 
o'ckick in the fbienomi, laaw a genllemaa atand- 
ing on the beach, witJi a lady under each arm, 
idl of whom I had known in India. The party 
were. Captain Gall o£ his Majest/s 17th regi- 
ment of foot, htslady, and her friend Mrs. Keble. 
I went to the on8t(mi«hou9e to get my h^g- 
^age passed, and I must acknowledge that I be- 
lieve it to be one of the most villanous places I 
have entered, since I left England. Men and 
women are here crowded into a room, too small by 
half £>r the purpose i every one shoving and push- 
ing, some making use of low oaths and abusive lan- 
guage to others, who are etronger, and thus get 
their baggage passed before tiiat of their leas 
powerfiil competitors. Not wishing to enter the 
lists with such a rabble, I stood until a man had 
the ehfflity to allow me to go in before him. 

A f entleman advised me to give the kejrs of my 
jnuaki to a jperA^, w^te would pass my tUngs for 
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me at once ; and it had been well for tie if I had 
followed this advice. But I thought honesty the 
best policy, and having brought some inecet of 
silk from Casham in Persia, I did not wish to have 
any paltry smuggling work, and therefore produced 
them, asking what was the duty to be paid. I 
was, however, considerably suiprised and morti- 
fied, afler bringing such trifles across a great part of 
Asia and Europe, for the purpose of presenting 
them to some of my fair relatives, on being told 
that they were contraband, and could not be id- 
lowed to pass on any account This is the only 
instance I ever met with, in which thwe might be 
room for questioning the soundness (^the maxim, 
which identifies honesty with expediency. Thus, 
the flrst salutation, I had, on landing in my own 
country, was any thing but courteous. Is it con- 
sistent with equity to take advantage of a stranger, 
and plunder him of his property ? I ought, at leasts 
to have been allowed to export the things again. 
Such is the dictate or suggestion of reason, id- 
though I am aware that the law presumes every 
man coming into Ihe kingdom, to be so for ac> 
quainted with its rules, as to know that he is ea» 
titled to bring nothing with him, which is prohibit- 
ed by them. But this legal presumption must 
often lead to acts of palpable injustice against in- 
nocent individuals. I was utterly ignorant of the 
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regulation prohibiting the importation of .Persian 
silks* From a candid and upright wish to avoid 
every thing like smuggling, I presented my pro- 
perty to the custom-house officers, and it was im- 
mediately declared to be forfeited, as if I had been 
practising the most sneaking and discreditable at- 
tempt to evade a law, with which I was acquaint- 
ed. 

Tuesdm/y 31st. — We left Dover in a coach soon 
after eleven in the forenoon, accompanied, by two 
gentlemen land two ladies^ and we dined at Ro- 
chester. 

After so long an absence, the sight of the hills 
and dales of Old England, though at the com- 
mencement of the gloomy month of Novembt^r, af- 
forded me a degree of delight, far surpassing s^ny 
thing I had experienced, either amid the pomp and 
luxuries of Asia, or the varieties and novelties of 
the European Continent. It was. nearly midnight 
when we entered London by the Kentish road, 
-which was brilliantly illuminated with gas, the 
effect of which was peculiarly striking to us, and 
seemed well tp befit the splendour and opulence 
of the first city in the. worldt . 1 
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